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SYNOPSIS

ONE LAST THING… is the story of  Dylan Jameison (Michael Angarano), a 16 year-old kid from an industrial town in Pennsylvania, who has terminal cancer, and who’s living life as fast as he can.  When a charitable organization, “United Wish Givers,” grants Dylan a last wish, he initially chooses to go fishing with his football hero, Jason O’Malley.

But that’s not what he really wants.  In a moment of inspiration during the locally televised news conference, Dylan reveals that his true final wish is to spend a weekend with supermodel Nikki Sinclair (Sunny Mabrey).  

With the help of his two best friends, Slap (Gideon Glick) and Ricky (Matthew Bush), and star football player Jason O’Malley (Johnny Messner), Dylan spends his last days in Manhattan,  trying to fulfill his wish, to the dismay of his single mom, Karen (Cynthia Nixon).  In addition to the usual growing pains encountered by a boy his age, Dylan is faced with coming to terms with his imminent departure from this world.  His resulting journey is both touching and surprisingly funny.  
ABOUT THE PRODUCTION

It’s no coincidence that ONE LAST THING… begins in the small, working-class town of Marcus Hook, Pennsylvania, a town flanked by two oil refineries on the Delaware River.  Writer Barry Stringfellow and director Alex Steyermark grew up best friends just a few miles from Marcus Hook.  Stringfellow’s father worked at the Sun Oil refinery there for thirty-five years; Stringfellow himself held a job there at one point as well.  

Director Alex Steyermark comments on his and Stringfellow’s personal connection to the screenplay, “If there’s one person in the world I know the most about, it’s Barry, and if there’s one person in the world Barry knows the most about, it’s me.  Watching Barry struggle with his father’s cancer was really tough, but I think this screenplay was a powerful way for him to deal with that moment in his life.  And he dealt with it the same way Slap and Ricky deal with their best friend’s impending death, through comedy.  That’s the genius of Barry’s script: Barry has a very ironic and dry sense of humor, and the way he was able to make such a personal thing universal is what drives the movie.”

“Boys at that age have a very specific sense of humor,” adds screenwriter Stringfellow.  “It is what brings you together and it’s something Alex and I shared.  That kind of irreverent sense of humor is how they’d deal with death, and in a way it encapsulates what I learned from Eastern thought about death: the idea of eventually letting go and not fighting it, but rather embracing it and accepting it.”

Adds Steyermark, “When we were prepping for the movie, and as we were making it, we made certain tonal choices: the characters had to be funny.  The music had to be uplifting, not morose.  We kept a close, dry eye on how the kids were reacting to what’s going on in the story.  Letting the kids be true to themselves was the best indicator for us as to how to approach the tone of the film.  We had to remember that they are friends, buddies, and they’re going to give each other shit.”

Stringfellow acknowledges another real-life event that served as inspiration for the film, when a kid in a similar situation to Dylan’s created news and controversy by asking to kill a wild bear.  “It’s not as if the kid were asked to make a politically correct wish,” Stringfellow observes today.  

Steyermark: “What was sort of ironic about ONE LAST THING… was that, as we were pitching it around, we found that studios thought it was too dark or irreverent for mainstream audiences and the typical independent producers felt its appeal was too mainstream for art house audiences.”

The folks at HDNet Films, which ultimately financed the movie, felt differently.  

“[Producers] Jason [Kliot] and Joana [Vicente] saw that one could make an independent movie and still make it something that would appeal to a wide audience,” says Steyermark, “and they weren’t afraid of trying to do that.”

Another typical industry reaction from those who read the script was, “What actor is going to want to do this?”  After all, the role calls for an actor who will spend the entire film looking as though they were literally at death’s door, and while most young actors are looking to cross over into adult 
roles, the actor portraying this character would be asked to project both the awkwardness and the charm of a thoroughly adolescent protagonist.

But once ONE LAST THING... was a green lighted movie, reports Steyermark, “every hot young actor wanted a shot at the part.  We were inundated with A-list talent.”  

Steyermark had been a fan of Michael Angarano’s work since he’d seen him in “Almost Famous,” as the young Tobey Maguire character in “Seabuscuit,” and on the television show “Will & Grace.”  “I’d been watching the trajectory of Michael’s career and noticed he was doing great projects for the right reasons,” Steyermark says today.  

During Michael’s first meeting with the director, the actor said two things that made Steyermark think he was perfect for the role.  “Michael had just moved to Los Angeles from his home on Staten Island,” Steyermark recalls, “and the first thing he said was that he missed his grandparents.  Then he told me he thought it was really bold that the script called for his character to die, and he bet it had caused a lot of trouble for us.

“The way he used the word ‘bold’ made me think he was our guy.  I really wanted to work with a real, thinking actor,” concludes Steyermark, “and we really got that with Michael.”

Angarano had a very strong reaction to the script.  He remembers: “The first time I read ONE LAST THING… I felt that I had to portray Dylan. It’s not something that I could explain exactly, but there was a part of me that wanted to change places with this character.”

He continues, “When any actor reads any script and feels that strongly I think they have no other choice than to take on the part. But as for specific characteristics of Dylan I think it was his hope but at the same time his brutal honesty that really intrigued me.

“There is a certain dichotomy to Dylan and what he feels.  On the one hand he knows that he is going to make it as long as he needs to, but on the other hand he knows that he is going to be gone sooner than later, and he is sincere and earnest about both of those feelings.”

Casting ONE LAST THING… took about four months.  Once Steyermark had cast Michael, he was able to bring in Cynthia Nixon as his mother.  

“She has that quiet dignity the part requires,” he says.  “People really like her and respect her as a mom.  As an actress there’s not an ounce of vanity there.  She’s not afraid to look like someone who’s been at her son’s side in the hospital all night.”

Michael Angarano adds, “Having Cynthia on set was like having an ultra-intelligent life force on set. From day one she and I had to travel to some scary and depressing places together, but having 
her there with me helped me feel like I was just following her lead.  Anyone who is aspiring to be an actor one day should just study and become obsessed with Cynthia because as an actress she is perfect and ideal.”

Gideon Glick, who plays Dylan’s friend Slap, was found early in the search.  But finding someone to play Ricky wasn’t as easy.    

“We cast Matthew Bush just a couple of days before shooting,” recalls Steyermark.  “We saw hundreds of kids but he was the first guy who made me laugh.  His voice squeaked in that raspy way of his and I cracked up.  I knew right then he was the guy.”  

On casting Ethan Hawke: “I’ve known Ethan for a long time,” says Steyermark.  “One night, I went to see him in “Hurlyburly”  and we hung out after the show and he asked what I was doing.  When I told him about ONE LAST THING…, he really responded to the premise.  He asked to read the script and I told him he’d be great as the father and would he think about it.  To be honest I’d always seen Ethan in the role and it was hard to read other people for it.  Needless to say I’m thrilled he took the role.  Dylan’s father would have been young, and as an actor, Ethan brings a tremendous amount of substance to the part.”

Gina Gershon, who plays Nikki’s street-smart agent, starred in Steyermark’s debut film Prey for Rock and Roll.  But finding the right actress to play Nikki turned out to be the filmmaker’s biggest challenge.  “Nikki was the hardest part to cast because that actor would have to persuade the audience to sympathize with the character despite her self destructive nature,” explains Steyermark.  “It was really important to me that we believe her as a model, and that the actress humanize the character.”

Ironically, Sunny Mabrey was among the first actresses Steyermark had seen for Nikki, and he’d thought she was perfect for the part.  However, the audition had taken place in LA, and for budgetary reasons the film’s producers had asked Steyermark to use New York-based talent as much as possible.    

“I saw something like 120 models and actresses in New York,” Steyermark recalls today.  “As weird as it seems I just couldn’t find that person who was a good actor and could still be believable as a model.  All the models we saw were desperate to do it and actually many actors were afraid of it.  I finally fought for Sunny.  She had the acting chops and also had the back story: as a teenager she left her home town in Alabama to be a model in Paris and then went on to study theatre in college.”

Nelust Wyclef Jean as the cab driver proved a particularly inspired bit of casting.   “It’s a small part but important.  I always saw this part as Charon, the ferry man who takes you to the other side, and it had to be someone who has magical qualities.  One day close to shooting I was looking at a list of actors and happened to be listening to Wyclef’s album Preacher’s Son and I was like, ‘What about this guy? He’s one of the most charismatic and spiritual people I’d ever met.’”

Wyclef ultimately contributed the song that plays over the film’s closing credits, “Heaven’s In New York.”

“We were on the beach when Wyclef started improvising this song.  It was a magical day –Ethan and I had brought our children to the set so they could play on the beach while we filmed, Michael was there, and Wyclef just started riffing on ideas from the movie.  On the one hand we were all laughing and having a great time listening to Wyclef go at it, but on the other hand he was really moving us with this song he’d come up with, and he said, ‘I’m going to record this for you.’  He handed me the CD three nights later, on the last night of shooting.”

#   #   #

Before shooting began, Steyermark and Stringfellow knew they wanted to use Marcus Hook as a location, but a slight mix-up almost prevented that from happening.  A location scout had mistakenly told the City Council that the writer and director were Marcus Hook natives.  Since Marcus Hook is such a small town, the Council immediately thought they were being deceived.  

Recalls Stringfellow, “The City Council thought we were making a damning documentary because the movie was about a kid dying of cancer.

“We were due to shoot there in two weeks,” he continues.  The location department scoured New York and New Jersey for someplace like it, but there is no place like it.  You have to see it to really get it.  Alex knew this.  And to his credit, he didn’t settle for another refinery town, even when the clock was ticking very loudly.”

Adds Steyermark, “I’ve always thought Marcus  Hook has a beautiful visual quality to it, and a unique small-town quality to it as well – it looks and feels like a small Midwestern town dropped into the middle of the Eastern seaboard’s industrial corridor.”
Stringfellow went to a meeting of the City Council to appeal the decision and took his mother and aunt with him.  “My parents met while working at the refinery in the 50s,” says Stringfellow.  “Aunt Dot introduced my Mom to my Dad, and they were together for the next 44 years.”  He told the Council, “If it wasn’t for Marcus Hook, I wouldn’t be here,” and his mother vouched for him. 
Stringfellow and Steyermark got to shoot in Marcus Hook, as well as four of New York City’s boroughs.  “This  whole experience has pretty much been a screenwriter’s dream,” says Stringfellow.  “I think my experience is an extremely rare experience for a screenwriter to have.”
Before shooting began, Steyermark arranged for Angarano and Brian Stokes Mitchell, the actor playing Dylan’s doctor, to meet with an oncologist at Calvary hospital in the Bronx.  A unique hospital dedicated to caring for patients with advanced cancer, Calvary was co-founded by Dr. Michael Brescia, who served as a medical consultant to the filmmakers.

Says Steyermark, “My late father in law, Joseph Briamonte, was an oncologist and co-founded Calvary Hospital in the Bronx with Dr. Michael Brescia.  Brian Stokes Mitchell and Michael Angarano and I met with Dr. Brescia for three hours.   He’d read the script and loved it and besides giving us some notes on the medical terminology, he was extremely generous with his time and felt Barry had really captured the right mental state of both doctor and patient.”

“Dr. Brescia is a very special guy,” Steyermark continues.  “He sees what he does as a calling.  He started talking to Michael as if he were really a patient, told him  how he would have discovered that he had cancer, and explained how at this point in Dylan’s story there would not be much left to do except wait it out.
“At one point Stokes asked the doctor if he believed there’s an after life, and he gave a fascinating answer.  He said, ‘ I’m not that good a person.  I don’t think I could do what I do if I didn’t think there was something after this.  So I do see myself here in the vestibule of heaven, preparing people for what is to come.’

“Dr. Brescia has lots of stories about visions his patients have had as they approach death.  These stories made me realize even more that Barry’s screenplay has, in the parameters of a relatively commercial teen movie, managed to touch on things that people really experience, things that most movies are usually afraid to explore.”

The meeting with Dr. Brescia had an equally profound impact on Michael Angarano.

“The one thing that will always be in my mind from working on this movie was the visit that Alex, Stokes and I had with Dr. Brescia.  Dr. Brescia worked in a hospice in the Bronx. So we arrived there after a lengthy trip and we stayed and just listened to ‘The Doc’ speak.  That was the day where the vision of Dylan truly came to me. After the visit, all three of us just looked at each other in awe and in the deepest sincerity.  We were all blown away.”

Angarano continues, “After meeting with Dr. Brescia I came to realize that this is not exactly a fictional story or a fictional character. Alex and I spoke to Dr. Brescia and he told us of specific stories of people dying of cancer that were eerily similar to that of Dylan's. So after a little bit of research and thought, I realized that Dylan is such a unique and affirming individual. People react many different ways when they get news that they do not have much longer to live. But Dylan's reaction was somewhere around ‘Ah, big deal. I mean it sucks. But whatever.’

Much of ONE LAST THING… was shot in Manhattan, which in the film is portrayed as a kind of Emerald City where anything is possible…especially if you’re on the cover of the New York Post.

For Steyermark, “New York City was always the land of possibility.  In high school I had a great Spanish teacher who would bring us to the city every month on some kind of field trip – Spanish language theatre, whatever.  New York was always that place where things could happen.  You always got to see life as it could be.  In our movie, New York is a magical destination, and as such, the boys’ trip there is a bit of a fable.  In Dylan’s mind it’s the place where he’s going to find his 
ideal love; for Slap and Ricky it’s a bit more secular.  But New York is not just about a destination, it’s also about the people they run into along the way.”

For Angarano, a New York City native, shooting in the city was “very surreal actually.”

“For the last five years I had been going back and forth to New York for summer and Christmas, but I hadn't worked in the city for about 5 years,” he explains.  “Keep in mind I worked in the city for about seven years prior to moving out to

L. A., but like I said I hadn't worked there in a while. 

“In my opinion it's the greatest place to film. There is a certain energy and vibe that is so authentic to New York that I don't think can be duplicated anywhere else. The difficult part about filming there for me was keeping focused and concentrated on what needed to get done.  I was getting set visits from all of my cousins and friends, so every so often I had to remind myself that I wasn't on vacation.”

ABOUT THE CAST

MICHAEL ANGARANO – Dylan

Michael Angarano has been acting since the age of five and has accrued an impressive list of credits to his name.  Angarano, who starred in Seabiscuit and Almost Famous, can be seen this summer in Sony’s Lords of Dogtown with Heath Ledger and in Disney’s Sky High with Kurt Russell and Kelly Preston.  He also stars in Dear Wendy with Jamie Bell and Bill Pullman, which bowed at this year’s Sundance Film Festival and will be theatrically release this fall.

Angarano’s previous film credits include Speak with Steve Zahn and Elizabeth Perkins, Little Secrets with Evan Rachel Wood, Meryl Streep’s son in Wes Craven’s Music of the Heart, For Richer or Poorer with Tim Allen and Kirstie Alley, The Extreme Adventure of Super Dave, Baby Huey’s Easter Adventure, Hallmark’s Edgar and the Magic Crayon and the independent films I’m Not Rappaport, River Red and Childhood’s End..  

On TV, he appeared in multiple seasons of “Will and Grace” portraying Jack’s (Sean Hayes) son Elliott.  He also starred in USA’s critically acclaimed “Cover Me”, based on the true-life tales of an FBI family.  In spite of his very busy acting career, Angarano maintains a remarkably normal life, attending a private high school, playing soccer, going to movies with friends, and maintaining a close relationship to his large family.  Angarano resides in both New York and Los Angeles.
CYNTHIA NIXON – Karen

Emmy Award winner Cynthia Nixon has been a critically acclaimed and sought-after actress since the age of twelve. Nixon recently received an Emmy nomination for her role in HBO’s telepic Warm Springs where she plays Eleanor Roosevelt opposite Kenneth Branagh’s Franklin Delano Roosevelt. She also starred in the mini-series “Tanner on Tanner” directed by Robert Altman and written by Gary Trudeau, a sequel to “Tanner ‘88.” She recently completed New Regency’s feature Little Manhattan opposite Bradley Whitford. 

Nixon starred in six seasons of HBO’s much celebrated series, “Sex and the City,” in which she played Miranda Hobbes, a role that garnered her an Emmy Award in 2004 for Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Comedy Series, two other Emmy nominations and four consecutive Golden Globe nominations. Nixon was honored with the 2001 and 2004 SAG Award for Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble in a Comedy Series.  

Nixon is set to star on Broadway in Lanford Wilson’s “Talley’s Folly,” directed by Doug Hughes. She was honored with a Tony nomination for her role in the Broadway hit “Indiscretions” as Madeleine, opposite Roger Rees and Jude Law. Nixon also appeared in Eve Ensler’s “The Vagina Monologues” at both the Westside Arts Theater and in the historic V Day Performance at Madison Square Garden. She has received numerous other awards for her performances.

Critical acclaim onstage has followed Nixon throughout her career.  At fifteen she was directed by acclaimed filmmaker Louis Malle in the title role of John Guare’s Lydie Breeze. Most remarkably, at age eighteen, she appeared simultaneously in two Broadway productions, David Rabe’s 
“Hurlyburly” and Tom Stoppard’s “The Real Thing,” both directed by Mike Nichols, while a freshman in her first semester at Barnard College. 

Nixon began her film career at age twelve with Ronald F. Maxwell’s Little Darlings  and she has gone on to appear in many films, including Sidney Lumet’s Prince of the City, Milos Forman’s Amadeus, Robert Altman’s O.C. and the Stiggs, Marshal Brickman’s The Manhattan Project, The Pelican Brief, Marvin’s Room, and Igby Goes Down. 

Born and raised in New York City, Nixon attended Hunter College High School and has a degree in English Literature from Barnard College. She has been acting professionally since the age of 12, in television, theater and film. She lives in New York City with her seven-year-old daughter Samantha and one-year-old son Charlie.

SUNNY MABREY – Nikki

Sunny Mabrey will next be seen in the New Line David Ellis thriller Snakes on a Plane opposite Sam Jackson, Juliana Marguiles and Bobby Canavale which releases in August 2006. 

Most recently, Mabrey starred as Charlie in Sony Pictures’ XXX: State of the Union, which also starred Ice Cube, Samuel L. Jackson, William Dafoe and Scott Speedman for director Lee Tamahori.

She made her feature film debut in Sony/Revolution Studios comedy The New Guy, and also starred in the independent film A Midsummer’s Night Rave  as well as guest starring on such acclaimed TV shows; including “CSI,” “Angel” and “Lateline.”  

She first fell in love with acting while studying theatre at the University of Alabama at Mobile. Originally from Gadsden, Alabama, Mabrey currently resides is Los Angeles, CA.
MATTHEW BUSH – Ricky

ONE LAST THING... is Bush’s feature film debut.  He has done some voiceover work and commercials, including the “Got Milk” campaign and ads for Coca Cola and Sony. His prior television experience includes NBC’s “Forensic Files,” Comedy Central’s “TV Funhouse,” and ABC’s “One Live To Live.”  His performances on the stage in plays such as “A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” “BIG,” and “Magic in the Music” have garnered him multiple awards.  Bush resides in New Jersey.

GIDEON GLICK – Slap

ONE LAST THING... is Glick’s feature film debut. His previous experience has been mostly on-stage, in productions such as Disney’s “Aladdin” for Alan Menken in the lead role of Aladdin, a workshop by Disney Theatricals. He also performed to great reviews in the Ensemble Studio Theater production of “Thicker Than Water – D.C.” in the role of Wilber. He has performed 

numerous times at the Wilma and Prince Music Theater in his home city of Philadelphia. Gideon has a true love of performing and hopes to sing, both on the Broadway stage and with a recording contract.       

GINA GERSHON – Arlene

An actress with uncommon presence, Gina Gershon has enjoyed a wide ranging career in a variety of forums.   

Gershon was most recently seen as lead singer/guitarist Jacki in Alex Steyermark’s debut film Prey for Rock and Roll, the adrenaline-filled story of a contemporary LA all-girl punk band.  In addition to starring in the film, Gershon produced and performed all of the songs, written by Cheri Lovedog, about whom the film is based.  Prey for Rock and Roll premiered at the 2003 Sundance Film Festival. 

Gershon gained considerable acclaim for her memorable performances in Paul Verhoeven’s Showgirls, and the critically lauded film noir picture Bound, opposite Jennifer Tilly.  Directed by the Wachowski Brothers, Bound appeared on a number of critics’ top ten lists and was named Best Film of 1997 at the GLAAD Media Awards.
Other recent film credits include Renny Harlin’s action/thriller Driven opposite Sylvester Stallone; Michael Mann’s Oscar-nominated The Insider with Al Pacino; John Woo’s blockbuster, Face/Off with John Travolta and Nicolas Cage, Castle Rock’s Palmetto opposite Woody Harrelson and Elizabeth Shue and Oiiver Assayas’ Demonlover, opposite Chloe Sevigny and Connie Nielsen.

Gershon made her film debut as a dancer in Beatlemania (1981), with her first speaking role coming in John Hughes’ box-office hit, Pretty in Pink. Additional film credits include Cocktail, opposite Tom Cruise, John Sayle’s City of Hope, Robert Altman’s The Player, and the adaptation of the Jim Thompson novella, This World, Then the Firworks, opposite Billy Zane.

On television, Gershon starred in David E. Kelley’s action detective drama “Snoops,” as the head of a high tech private detective agency in the ABC series.  Originally written for a man to star, Kelley rewrote the role for Gershon upon meeting with her.  Gershon starred in the critically acclaimed TNT original movie “Legalese,” opposite James Garner, Kathleen Turner, and Mary Louise Parker.  Additionally, Gershon received critical acclaim for her portrayal of Nancy Barbato Sinatra in the CBS mini-series, “Sinatra,” and appeared in several recurring roles on “The Days and Nights of Molly Dodd.”  Other notable appearances include the Emmy-winning “Miss Rose White” for The Hallmark Hall of Fame and the romantic drama “Beyond the Past,” opposite Rade Serbedzija which was shot in the Czech Republic. 

On stage, Gershon most recently reprised her role as Sally Bowles in Sam Mendes’ “Cabaret” for a limited time by popular demand.  She has received notice for her roles in “Camille,” Jon Robin Baitz’s “The Substance of Fire” at the Long Wharf Theatre, William Mastrosimone’s “Nanawatai” at the Los Angeles Theatre Center, and Eve Ensler’s “The Vagina Monologues.”

A founding member of the New York-based theater company, Naked Angels, Gershon has appeared in numerous productions with the company.  Among the prominent teachers Gershon has studied acting with are Sandra Seacat, Harold Guskin, David Mamet and at Circle in the Square. 
NELUST WYCLEF JEAN – Emmett Ducasse 

Hip hop impresario, three-time Grammy Award winner, producer, film score composer,

social activist. Wyclef Jean, who went from the ravaged land of Haiti to the projects of

Brooklyn to selling millions of records worldwide, is embarking on his next project very

close to his heart: Yéle Haiti.

A native Haitian, Wyclef is launching Yéle Haiti, a non-political movement that will

provide the youth of Haiti and the Diaspora with the practical tools, necessary resources

and renewed hope necessary to rebuild their nation and chart a course for the future.

Yéle Haiti will focus on five core areas: schools, entrepreneurship, community

development, health and environment. Wyclef is dedicated to giving back to his native

country.

The son of a minister, Nelust Wyclef Jean was born in Croix-des-Bouquets, Haiti, on

October 17, 1972. At nine, his family moved to the Marlborough projects in Brooklyn,

NY. During his teenage years, Jean had moved to New Jersey, taken up the guitar, and

begun studying jazz through his high school's music department. In 1987, he joined a

rap group with his friend Prakazrel Michel (aka Pras) and Michel's high-school

classmate Lauryn Hill. They initially called themselves the Tranzlator Crew. They

evolved into the Fugees, a name taken from slang for Haitian refugees. They signed with

Ruffhouse Records in 1993 and released their debut album, Blunted on Reality, in 1994.

The Fugees hit their stride in 1996 on their second release, The Score. The album went

triple-platinum, garnering two Grammy Awards and selling six million copies nationally

and 20 million internationally. Ignoring popular currents and crafting an eclectic

masterpiece, The Score, produced by Wyclef, sounded like nothing else on the hip-hop

landscape. The release became a chart-topping phenomenon due to the hit singles “Fu-

Gee-La” and “Killing Me Softly.” It still ranks as one of the biggest-selling rap albums of

all time

.

As he embarked on his solo career, Wyclef became hip-hop's unofficial multicultural

conscience. A seemingly omnipresent activist, he assembled or participated in

numerous high-profile charity benefit events for a multiple of causes including aid for his

native Haiti. The utopian one-world sensibility that fueled Wyclef's political consciousness also made its way into his recordings.

Wyclef launched his solo career with The Carnival, released in 1997 (full title: Wyclef

Jean Presents the Carnival Featuring the Refugee All-Stars). The Carnival garnered a

Grammy nomination and featured a roster of guests including Pras, Lauryn Hill, Jean's

Siblings Melky and Sedeck, Celia Cruz, the Neville Brothers and Bob Marley's female backing vocalists the I Threes. The album produced two hit singles; "We Trying to Stay Alive," recasting the Bee Gees' signature disco tune as a ghetto empowerment anthem, and the Grammy nominated "Gone Till November," recorded with part of the New York Philharmonic Orchestra. The Carnival hit Billboard’s Top 20 and went triple-platinum.

In 1998, Wyclef launched The Wyclef Jean Foundation, holding charity events in

conjunction with Carnival concerts in Miami and in Haiti. Proceeds went to VH1's Save

the Music program and to Haitian orphanages that received musical instruments through

the Haitian relief agency Foundation Artistes Creation. The Wyclef Jean Foundation

donates musical therapy, instruments, and lessons to children around the world.

After The Carnival, Wyclef collaborated as a producer, songwriter, and/or remixer with such artists as Destiny's Child, Whitney Houston, Michael Jackson, Mick Jagger, Santana, Sinéad O'Connor, Patti LaBelle (produced at Platinum Studios), Sublime, Simply Red, dancehall reggae star Bounty Killer, Cypress Hill, Eric Benet, Mya, Tevin Campbell, the Black Eyed Peas, Kimberly Scott and Canibus and many more.    He decided to channel this creativity into his own newly formed label, Clef Records, where he can introduce new revolutionary talent to the world. 

In 1999, Wyclef collaborated with Bono of U2 to create "New Day," the best-selling

anthem of Net Aid. "New Day" featured performances by Bono, Wyclef, David Bowie,

Pete Townshend, Jimmy Page, George Michael, Counting Crows, Jewel, Bush, Celine

Dion and the Eurythmics.

Wyclef’s second solo release in 2000, The Ecleftic: 2 Sides II a Book, entered Billboard

at number 9 and garnered another Grammy nomination for “911” with Mary J. Blige. In

addition to Blige, featured guests included Earth, Wind & Fire, Kenny Rogers, Youssou

N’Dour and wrestling star The Rock. The album went platinum.

In 2000, Wyclef performed at Carnegie Hall to benefit his foundation and made history

as the first hip-hop artist to headline the historic venue. Wyclef was joined by artists Eric

Clapton, Whitney Houston, Destiny's Child, Charlotte Church and Third World and his

gifted child musicians, "Clef's Kids."

Masquerade, Wyclef’s third solo album, was released in the summer of 2002. In

addition to the usual worldbeat fusions, it featured guest shots from Tom Jones and

Israeli violinist Miri Ben-Ari. Masquerade entered the charts at number six. In 2003 Jean released his fourth solo album, The Preacher’s Son.  It features a diverse mixture of artists from Patti LaBelle to Missy Elliott.   His fifth solo album entitled Welcome to Haiti: Creole 101was released in November of 2004.  This album was mostly recorded in Jean’s native tongue, Creole.  It is a fusion of Haitian rhythms including Kompa and Troubadou.

Wyclef’s multiple talents extend to film scoring as well. Also in 1999, he created the

score the film “Life” with Eddie Murphy and Martin Lawrence. In 2005 he was nominated for a Golden Globe for the song “Million Voices” which was featured in the Don Cheadle film “Hotel Rwanda” "The song that I did was inspired by the movie," Jean said. "I actually wrote the song around the choir of Rwandan kids who sang it." The film

chronicles the civil unrest in this African nation.  In 2005 Wyclef also scored a basketball drama entitled “Rock The Paint” which premiered at New York’s famed Tribeca Film Festival.   Wyclef’s connection to film has led him to form Sake Pase films where he will release new material.

During the same year, Wyclef’s recording studio Platinum Sound was awarded

the Best New Studio Award from Mix Magazine, the industry’s premiere source for

professional audio and music production information.

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

ALEX STEYERMARK — Director

ONE LAST THING… is Alex Steyermark’s second feature film.  Steyermark’s directing debut, Prey for Rock and Roll, had its world premiere at the 2003 Sundance Film Festival, and went on to play at dozens of US and international film festivals, including the Toronto International Film Festival, the Tribeca Film Festival, and the Santa Cruz Film Festival (where it won the award for Best Narrative Feature). The musical film stars Gina Gershon, Drea DeMatteo and Lori Petty. Critical reaction to the film was effusive: Variety praised the “dynamite cast” and Gershon’s “smashing performance” and declared that “pic feels authentic from first frame to last.” The Hollywood Reporter said, “Steyermark makes an assured directorial debut,” while the LA Times enthused, “Steyermark gets Gershon.” Prey for Rock and Roll was released theatrically in the US by MAC Releasing in Fall 2003, and subsequently released on DVD by Lions Gate Home Entertainment.

Steyermark is currently developing How Soon is Never with producer Ross Katz (Lost in Translation, In the Bedroom), based on the novel by Spin Magazine writer and playwright Marc Spitz, who is also writing the screenplay. An hilarious and touching ode to rock n’ roll, How Soon is Never  follows the quest of music journalist, Joe Green, who is about to turn 30, and who believes that he can put the pieces of his life back together if only he can reunite the legendary 80’s band, The Smiths. 

Additionally, Steyermark is writing the screenplay adaptation of the novel Idoru by NY Times Best-selling science fiction writer William Gibson. He is also attached to direct the feature, Saint City, in development for producer Alexis Alexanian (Pieces of April, Tadpole).

Steyermark has written and directed several award-winning short films and music videos, and recently completed a feature-length screenplay, Reagan Youth, based on the true story of seminal New York punk band, Reagan Youth.

Prior to directing Prey for Rock and Roll, Steyermark distinguished himself as a film music supervisor and music producer, working with such directors as Spike Lee (Bamboozled, Original Kings of Comedy, Summer of Sam, He Got Game, Get on the Bus, Four Little Girls, Girl 6, Clockers, Crooklyn, Malcolm X), Ang Lee (The Ice Storm and Ride with the Devil), Jim Sheridan (The Boxer), Robert Rodriguez (THE FACULTY), Victor Nunez (Ulee’s Gold), Bob Giraldi (Dinner Rush), Jim Gillespie (I Know What You Did Last  Summer), Nick Hytner (The Object of My Affection), Jonathan Demme (Subway  Stories), Mira Nair (Hysterical Blindness), Paul Schrader (Touch and Light, Sleeper), Barry Sonnenfeld (For Love or Money), and James Lapine (Impromptu), as well as on the acclaimed rock musical film Hedwig and the Angry Inch, among many others. He has also been the Executive Music Producer on projects by digital film group InDigEnt, including Pieces of April, Tadpole, Personal Velocity, and Chelsea Walls. 

Steyermark’s involvement with music for drama extends into opera. He is the recipient of two ASCAP Writer’s Awards for his librettos for the contemporary opera, Red Rubber, and for the 
children’s opera, A LOT TO KEEP. He also directed the critically-acclaimed world premiere of RED RUBBER in Antwerp, Belgium in 1993, when that city served as Cultural Capital of Europe.
BARRY STRINGFELLOW – Writer

ONE LAST THING… is Barry Stringfellow's first produced screenplay.  He is currently writing Break A Leg for Disney, with Mayhem Pictures producing.  He also has projects Viva Lefty at Sony and Boys of Summer at Miramax/Dimension.  

Some of Barry's television credits include "Perfect Strangers," “Herman's Head," "Sweet Valley High," and "Angry Beavers."

Barry was born and raised in Wilmington, Delaware, where he grew up playing soccer with ONE LAST THING… director Alex Steyermark.  Barry also played in the Boston-based band "Three Colors," who were signed to Virgin Music U.K. and who won "Best Indie Video" at MTV's 1987 Boston Music Awards, with a video directed by Alex Steyermark.  

Barry lives in Manhattan Beach, California, which is nowhere near Alex Steyermark.

SUSAN A. STOVER — Producer

Since the mid-90s Susan Stover has been involved with some of the most cutting edge indie films of the movement.

A native of Texas, Susan practiced law in New York City prior to producing independent film projects.  She was the Associate Producer of Larry Fessenden’s Habit, winner of a 1997 Independent Spirit Award for “Someone to Watch”, and Kelly Reichardt’s River of Grass, which premiered at the Sundance and Berlin Film Festivals. She produced Rachel Reichman’s Work, which premiered at the 1996 New Directors/New Films series at New York’s Museum of Modern Art, and was the Co-Associate Producer of Todd Solondz’s Welcome to the Dollhouse, w inner of the 1996 Grand Jury Prize at Sundance.  For Good Machine, Inc., she was the Line Producer of Frank Grow’s Love God and the Producer of Hilary Brougher’s The Sticky Fingers of Time.  Susan produced High Art (directed by Lisa Cholodenko), which screened at the 1998 Sundance Film Festival and was an official selection at the 1998 Director’s Fortnight at Cannes.  Susan also produced ODE, a Super 8 movie by Kelly Reichardt, which premiered at the 1999 Venice Film Festival and Brad Anderson’s Happy Accidents, which premiered at the 2000 Sundance Film Festival.   Susan’s most recent projects are Lisa Cholodenko’s Laurel Canyon, starring Frances McDormand and Christian Bale, which premiered at the 2002 Director’s Fortnight at Cannes and Patrick Stettner’s The Business of Strangers, starring Stockard Channing and Julia Stiles. 

In 1999 Susan was awarded the Ralph Lauren Independent Spirit Producer Award from the Independent Feature Project/West.  She was the recipient of the 1998 Mark Silverman Fellowship; a grant sponsored by the Sundance Film Institute awarded annually to one producer. Susan currently serves on the Board of Directors of the IFP/New York as well as a Trustee for Mary Baldwin College. Susan works under her banner, Headquarters, in Tribeca.  


Currently, Susan is in pre-production with Mark Bomback’s Disturbing the Peace, a film adaptation of the Richard Yates’ novel.
JASON KLIOT and JOANA VICENTE — Producers
Jason Kliot and Joana Vicente are partners with Mark Cuban and Todd Wagner in HDNet Films, which produces feature films and documentaries on HD. Kliot and Vicente have a proven track record for producing visionary films by both auteur directors and talented new comers, that are both critically acclaimed and commercially successful.   Their upcoming HDNet Films productions, THE WAR WITHIN, directed by Joseph Castelo, which they spent two years developing, Steven Soderbergh’s Bubble, and ONE LAST THING… directed by Alex Steyermark will all have their North American premieres at the 2005 Toronto International Film Festival. Their first HDNet Films production, Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room, directed by Alex Gibney, had its world premiere in Documentary Competition at the 2005 Sundance Film Festival, and opened in late April to huge critical acclaim and tremendous box office success.

Prior to the formation of HDNet Films, Kliot and Vicente ran their own production company, Blow Up Pictures.  The company was the first of its kind, and their run of successful low budget digital features paved the way for a new form of independent filmmaking.  The films produced under the banner are: Lovely and Amazing  directed by Nicole Holofcener and starring Brenda Blethyn, Catherine Keener and Jake Gyllenhaal, which was distributed by Lion’s Gate Films, Miguel Arteta’s Chuck and Buck, released by Artisan Entertainment, Dan Minahan’s Series 7 released by USA Films, and Love in the Time of Money, a ThinkFilm release.  These films premiered respectively at the 2000, 2001, and 2002 Sundance Film Festivals.

Kliot and Vicente also executive produced The Assassination of Richard Nixon, starring Sean Penn, Naomi Watts and Don Cheadle, which premiered at the Cannes Film Festival 2004 and was distributed by ThinkFilm. Their other significant producing highlights include: the spring 2004 release, Coffee and Cigarrettes, directed by Jim Jarmusch, starring Bill Murray, Cate Balnchett, Roberto Begnini, Steve Coogan, Alfred Molina, The Wu Tang Clan, The White Stripes, Steven Wright, Iggy Pop, and Tom Waits, which sold to United Artists at the Toronto Film Festival 2003; The Guys, directed by Jim Simpson, starring Sigourney Weaver and Anthony LaPaglia, which premiered at the 2002 Toronto Film Festival, where it was sold to Focus Features; Three Seasons, starring Harvey Keitel and directed by first time directory Tony Bui, which was the first US film to shoot in Vietnam since the war.  The film went on to sweep an unprecedented top three prizes at the Sundance Film Festival – the Grand Jury Prize, the Audience Award and the Best Cinematography Award, and was one of the highest grossing foreign films of 1999; Down to You, which was the debut feature of writer and director Kris Isacsson, starring Freddie Prinze Jr., Julia Stiles, Selma Blair, Shawn Hatosy and Zak Orth.  The film opened at number one in the box office in 1999 and was distributed by Miramax Films.  Other films include Welcome to the Dollhouse, ABC Manhattan and Strawberry Fields..

Kliot and Vicente are partners with Donny Deutsch in their Deutsch/Open City Films production company, which has a seven figure fund to develop larger budget projects to be shot on 35mm. 
Under Deutsch/Open City Films, they are producing Awake, written and to be directed by Joby Harold, with The Weinstein Company and Greenestreet Films. Hayden Christiansen and Jessica Alba are starring, and production will begin in NY in October 2005.
RAMSEY FONG – Associate Producer

Ramsey Fong began working with distributor Strand Releasing while majoring in Film Studies at the University of California at Berkeley.  Upon graduating, he moved to New York City to work at Killer Films on the production of Todd Solondz’s Happiness and Bruce Wagner’s I’m Losing You.  His other production credits include Woody Allen’s Sweet and Lowdown and Brad Anderson’s Happy Accidents, in addition to working as a post-production consultant for distributor IFC Films. In 2001, he joined producer Susan Stover’s production company, HeadQuarters, where he served as the Associate Producer on Patrick Stettner’s The Business of Strangers and produced the short film Missing, the United States competition entry at the 2005 Cannes International Film Festival.
JILL NEWELL – Costumer Director

Jill Newell got her start as a New York designer and has gone on to design costumes for the award winning movies Raising Victor Vargas directed by Peter Sollet and Todd Luiso’s Love, Liza starring Phillip Seymour Hoffman and Kathy Bates.  Jill worked in El Salvador where she designed Nancy Sovoca’s film DIRT and was the costume designer on Mark Milgard’s Sundance 2004 film, Dandelion. After working with David Gordon Green on All the Real Girls as the wardrobe supervisor, she continued her collaboration with him as costume designer for Undertow, starring Jamie Bell and Josh Lucas.  Jill also completed Alice Wu’s Chinese-American film Saving Face with Joan Chen.  She currently works on the WB series “Everwood.”

STEPHEN BEATRICE – Production Designer

Stephen Beatrice received a BFA at Syracuse University in 1994, where he was able to combine his love of fine arts and filmmaking.  His first professional experience began as an art intern on American Buffalo.  The following year, he started working as a scenic artist and art director in New York City’s Independent Film Industry. There, he art directed the films Sunday and King of the Jungle.

Stephen went on to production design several award winning films, Julien Donkey-Boy, Girlfight, Wendigo, Tape, Love Liza, Roger Dodger, The Woodsman, and P.S.  His most recent 
accomplishments, Some Kind of Heaven and ONE LAST THING..., are slated for Fall 2005 releases.  Presently, Stephen is shooting a thriller in New York titled First Born, starring Elizabeth Shue. In September, he plans in the fall is to be shooting Chad Lowe’s directorial debut, Beautiful Ohio.
ANTON SANKO – Composer 

Anton Sanko was born and raised in New York City. He attended NYU, where, majoring in music theory and composition, he studied Stockhausen by day and played in downtown Manhattan's new wave clubs by night.  In addition, he also found time to study guitar and composition with jazz 
legend Ralph Towner.  It was also during this time that he played with the avant-garde acts Shox Lumania and Our Daughter's Wedding.  From 1985 to 1991, Sanko played keyboards with Suzanne Vega. In 1989, he recorded, co-produced  and co-wrote songs on “Days of Open Hand” (released in 1990) with Vega.  He toured to support that album as SuzanneÕs music director.  Sanko continued to produce, play and write with other artists including Anna Domino, Jim Carroll, Lucy Kaplansky, Percy Jones, Kashif, and Sonny Okosun.   

When the opportunity to provide scores for films presented itself, Anton found a new calling.  His credits include cult films like Party Girl, Ripe , and An Occasional Hell, as well as Scotland, PA and Nyack Jumpers. He has scored films for television including ABCÕs recent irreverent biopic of Donald Trump, Ambition, TNTÕs 2004Õs release Bad Apple starring Chris Noth and other television projects such as the short lived but well loved Peter Berg creation “Wonderland,” “The Loft, and HBO’s “Subway Stories.”  Sanko recently scored the Sony Classics release Saving Face, directed by Alice Wu, produced by Will Smith and Teddy Zee which was released this summer.

About HDNet Films

HDNet Films’ mandate is to develop, finance and produce a slate of feature films to be shot in High Definition.  HDNet Films productions are intended for simultaneous release through various media holdings owned by Todd Wagner and Mark Cuban, with distribution through Magnolia Pictures, theatrical exhibition through Landmark Theatres among others, day-and-date television premieres on the HDNet Movies network, and home video distribution through Magnolia Home Entertainment.

The first HDNet Films production to hit the market, Alex Gibney’s “Enron: The Smartest Guys In The Room,” won acclaim at this year’s Sundance Film Festival and has grossed over $4 million since its April 22 HDNet Movies airdate and theatrical opening through Magnolia.

HDNet Films will be strongly represented during this Fall’s prestigious festival season by three features.  In addition to BUBBLE, “One Last Thing …” and “The War Within” will have their world premiere at the 2005 Toronto Film Festival.  “One Last Thing …”, starring Michael Angarano, Cynthia Nixon, Sunny Mabrey and Wyclef Jean, is a funny and poignant story about Dylan, a terminally ill 16 year-old kid who spends his last days trying to fulfill his one last wish: to spend the weekend with alone with a Manhattan supermodel. “The War Within” is a charged contemporary political drama written by Joseph Castelo, Ayad Stehle-Aktar and Tom Glynn; Castelo directed with Tom Glynn while Stehle-Aktar stars.  

BUBBLE is the first of six feature films Soderbergh is producing with HDNet Films and will go on to screen at the New York Film Festival in October

HDNet Films is currently in postproduction on two titles: “All Fall Down” is a sophisticated urban drama about a Chicago architect confronted by an outspoken female activist living in a dangerous housing project the architect had designed.  The film stars Anthony LaPaglia, Isabella Rossellini and Viola Davis.  “Diggers” is a funny, heartfelt 70s era period piece set in the South shore of Long Island, where generations of hard-living clam diggers try to maintain their way of life in the midst of the enormous changes swirling around them.  “Diggers” is directed by Katherine Dieckmann from an original screenplay by Ken Marino and stars Paul Rudd, Marino, Josh Hamilton, Ron Eldard, Maura Tierney, Lauren Ambrose and Sarah Paulson.

HDNet Films will begin production in October on “Quid Pro Quo,” a dark comedy written and directed by Carlos Brooks and produced by Midge Sanford and Sarah Pillsbury.

About Magnolia Pictures

Also owned by Wagner and Cuban, distributor Magnolia Pictures has released “Capturing the Friedmans” “Control Room,” the breakthrough drama “Woman, Thou Art Loosed,” “Ong-Bak: The Thai Warrior,” starring “the new Jackie Chan,” Tony Jaa, and the highly successful documentary “Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room.”  Upcoming releases include Rodrigo Garcia’s “Nine Lives,” Kiyoshi Kurosawa’s “Pulse” and Steven Soderbergh’s BUBBLE.   

About Wagner/Cuban Companies
Todd Wagner and Mark Cuban have established a vertically-integrated media and entertainment company with holdings that cover all aspects of the entertainment pipeline: from development and production to distribution and exhibition, spanning film, TV and home entertainment with a specialized niche in digital content.

 

They recently partnered with Oscar winner Steven Soderbergh to direct six high-definition films that will be delivered simultaneously in theaters, on television and on DVD/HD-DVD.  With this groundbreaking “day-and-date” paradigm, Wagner and Cuban aim to collapse traditionally staggered release windows to offer consumers a choice regarding how and when they want to see a film.

 

Wagner and Cuban also own 100% of Rysher Entertainment, Landmark Theatres, and Magnolia Pictures Distribution, and an interest in Lions Gate Entertainment.  The duo also own two movie production companies, 2929 Productions and HDNet Films, along with HDNet and HDNet Movies, two general entertainment high-definition television networks available on most major cable and satellite providers.

 

Through their acquisition of Rysher, Wagner and Cuban own syndication rights to television shows such as “Hogan’s Heroes” and “Star Search.”  Landmark Theatres is the nation’s largest theater chain devoted to art and independent film, with 59 theaters in 22 markets.  Magnolia Pictures Distribution is an independent distribution company that distributed the Academy-award nominated “Capturing the Friedmans” and recently released “Woman thou Art Loosed,” “Ong Bak,” and “Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room.”  2929 Productions produces films in the $10 - $40 million budget range, and has released “Godsend,” “Criminal,” and “The Jacket.”  Upcoming 2929 releases include “Good Night and Good Luck,” “Akeelah and the Bee,” “Turistas,” and “Black Christmas.” HDNet Films, which produces movies shot exclusively in high definition for simultaneous release, released “Enron” on April 22, and is producing “The War Within,” “Quid Pro Quo,” “All Fall Down,” BUBBLE, the first of the Soderbergh films, and “One Last Thing …” starring Cynthia Nixon.
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