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SYNOPSIS
At the age of 85, U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg has developed a lengthy legal legacy while becoming an unexpected pop culture icon. But the unique personal journey of her rise to the nation's highest court has been largely unknown, even to some of her biggest fans – until now. RBG explores Ginsburg's life and career.  From Betsy West and Julie Cohen, and co-produced by Storyville Films and CNN Films. 
DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
It was three years ago, January 2015, that we first had the idea of making a feature documentary about Ruth Bader Ginsburg. We had both, separately, interviewed the Justice for projects in the past, and had both admired her trailblazing work for women’s rights. But that was before she had broken out as the octogenarian rock star “Notorious RBG,” with millennials extolling her virtues on Twitter and Tumblr, stocking up on RBG tee-shirts and tote bags and, in extreme cases, getting tattoos–-big, permanent, multi-color tattoos–-of her face. 

Talking about the RBG phenomenon one day, we turned to each other and said “we need to make a documentary about Justice Ginsburg right now.” 

A phrase we used in those early conversations was that RBG was “having her moment.” What we didn’t fully grasp then was how that moment was about to expand into something bigger and more important even as we were documenting her extraordinary life. 

Working with a team of women in the top creative and executive roles, we began filming in June of 2016, doing our best to keep up with the Justice’s hectic schedule. We filmed her in her office, on vacation with her family and working out with her personal trainer. We also began tracking down the dramatic stories of the clients she represented as a young lawyer arguing before the Supreme Court in the 1970’s. At that time, it was perfectly legal to discriminate on the basis of sex. RBG’s brilliant legal strategy resulted in five groundbreaking rulings that made great strides towards putting women and men on an equal footing before the law. 

As women who began our careers in television news after RBG changed the world for working women, we couldn’t help but think about how far we’ve come. And yet, over the course of making this film, a series of powerful men have been revealed as sexual harassers, highlighting how far we still have to go. 

We took to heart Justice Ginsburg’s approach to sexism and adversity. When, after graduating at the top of her law school class, she could not get a job, she remembered her mother’s advice: anger is a waste of time. Eventually, she was able to use her formidable legal skills to fight for justice for women--a fight she has continued through five decades. 

Justice Ginsburg’s steadfast commitment remains, not only for gender equality but for democratic institutions that protect the rights of all citizens. No wonder she is a millennial icon. 

Meeting RBG in person is a powerful experience. Her voice is soft, but her words are so clear and carefully chosen that you find yourself drawing closer, riveted. After Donald Trump’s election, the most frequent reaction we got when we told people about the film was, “How is her health? Is she OK?” We want audiences to see for themselves the Notorious RBG in action — staying up late into the night crafting blistering dissents and doing the planks, squats and push-ups that keep her in shape to do the job she loves. 

– Betsy West and Julie Cohen 

FEATURING

Ruth Bader Ginsburg, U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg was born in Brooklyn, New York, March 15, 1933. She married Martin D. Ginsburg in 1954, and has a daughter, Jane, and a son, James. She received her B.A. from Cornell University, attended Harvard Law School, and received her LL.B. from Columbia Law School. She served as a law clerk to the Honorable Edmund L. Palmieri, Judge of the United States District Court for the Southern District of New York, from 1959–1961. From 1961–1963, she was a research associate and then associate director of the Columbia Law School Project on International Procedure. She was a Professor of Law at Rutgers University School of Law from 1963–1972, and Columbia Law School from 1972–1980, and a fellow at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences in Stanford, California from 1977–1978. In 1971, she was instrumental in launching the Women’s Rights Project of the American Civil Liberties Union, and served as the ACLU’s General Counsel from 1973–1980, and on the National Board of Directors from 1974–1980. She was appointed a Judge of the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit in 1980. President Clinton nominated her as an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, and she took her seat August 10, 1993. 
Jane and James Ginsburg – Children 

Clara Spera – Granddaughter 

Gloria Steinem – Colleague in the women’s rights movement 

Nina Totenberg – Correspondent, National Public Radio 

Lilly Ledbetter – RBG’s famous dissent in Ledbetter’s case led Congress to pass a law rectifying pay discrimination against women 

Sharron Frontiero and Stephen Wiesenfeld – Clients from cases in the 1970s 

Irin Carmon and Shana Knizhnik – Authors of “Notorious RBG: The Life and Times of Ruth Bader Ginsburg” (2015) 

Bill Clinton – President who appointed RBG to the Supreme Court 

Ted Olson – Conservative lawyer who has argued numerous Supreme Court cases. 
Judge Harry Edwards – Former colleague on the U.S. Court of Appeals 

Senator Orrin Hatch – Republican ranking member of Senate Judiciary Committee during RBG’s confirmation hearings 

Eugene Scalia – Son of close friend and fellow Associate Justice Antonin Scalia 

Bryant Johnson – Personal trainer 

RUTH BADER GINSBURG - CAREER HIGHLIGHTS VICTORIES FOR GENDER EQUALITY:
Reed v Reed (1971) Ruth Bader Ginsburg wrote the brief in this early landmark women’s rights case. Ginsburg and her team convinced the Supreme Court to strike down an Idaho law stating that “males must be preferred to females” as the administrators of estates. 

Frontiero v Richardson (1973) In her first oral argument before the Supreme Court, Ginsburg and her co-counsel prevailed in getting the Court to overturn a discriminatory federal law. Ginsburg sought and won housing benefits for her client, a married woman in the U.S. Air Force, equivalent to what a married male airman would receive. 

Weinberger v Wiesenfeld (1975) In this case, Ginsburg showed that men too suffer the consequences of laws that discriminate on the basis of sex. Representing the widowed father of a young son, she argued successfully that widowers should have access to the same child care benefits that widows do. 

Duren v Missouri (1979) Following Ginsburg’s powerful argument, the Supreme Court ruled that a Missouri law allowing women, but not men, to opt out of jury service was unconstitutional, denying defendants their Sixth Amendment right to be tried by a jury representing a cross section of their community. 

United States v Virginia (1996) In her first women’s rights case as a Supreme Court Justice, Ruth Bader Ginsburg wrote the landmark majority opinion. With her 7-1 ruling, the Court struck down the male-only admissions policy of the Virginia Military Institute and concluded that government policies which discriminate on the basis of gender should be presumed unconstitutional. 

Sessions v Morales-Santana (2017) Justice Ginsburg authored the majority opinion declaring unconstitutional a provision of the Immigration and Nationality Act regarding citizenship for children born overseas to unmarried parents when one was a U.S. citizen and the other wasn’t. The ruling struck down the provision that gave a path to citizenship to the children of non-citizen mothers who had lived in the U.S. for a year, whereas the residency requirement for non-citizen fathers was five years. She wrote that the distinction between men and women in the law “is stunningly anachronistic.” 

KEY DISSENTS: 
Shelby County v Holder (2013) When the Supreme Court struck down a key provision of the 1965 Voting Rights Act, arguing it was no longer needed to prevent discrimination against African American voters, Ginsburg wrote a blistering dissent. The Court’s decision, she wrote, was “like throwing away your umbrella in a rainstorm because you are not getting wet.” 

Burwell v Hobby Lobby (2014) Justice Ginsburg dissented from the majority opinion which allowed a family-owned business to decline to provide insurance coverage for contraception on religious grounds. “The Court, I fear, has ventured into a minefield” Ginsburg wrote, which could open the door to employers opting out of covering anesthesia, blood transfusions and antidepressants. 

Lilly Ledbetter v Goodyear (2007) Justice Ginsburg’s dissent in this case led to a new law with wide impact for American working women. The Court ruled that although Goodyear employee Lilly Ledbetter had been underpaid because she was a woman, she was not entitled to compensation because she waited too long to file her complaint. In her dissent, Ginsburg wrote that “The court does not comprehend or is indifferent to the insidious way in which women can be victims of pay discrimination.” She continued, “The ball is in Congress’ court.” Sure enough, Congress soon passed the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act ensuring women who have suffered long term pay discrimination the right to sue. 

Bush v Gore (2000)When the Court ruled to stop the recount of the disputed Florida vote in the 2000 election, effectively making George W. Bush President of the United States, Justice Ginsburg wrote in dissent. Using civil, technical language, Ginsburg argued that the majority was favoring the Republican Party at the expense of the well-established principle of states rights. 

Gonzales v Carhart (2007) The Supreme Court ruled a Congressional ban on so-called “Partial Birth Abortions” did not violate the Constitution even though it provided no exception for procedures necessary to protect the health of the mother. In her forceful dissent, Ginsburg wrote that legal challenges for abortion rights “center on a woman’s autonomy to determine her life’s course, and thus to enjoy equal citizenship stature.” 

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS 

Betsy West – Director & Producer 
Betsy West is an award-winning filmmaker, journalist and educator. She was executive producer of the Makers documentary and digital project (AOL & PBS, 2012), the feature documentary The Lavender Scare (2017) and the short doc 4%: Film’s Gender Problem (Epix, 2016). She is a principal at Storyville Films where she co-produced Constantine’s Sword (First Run Features, 2007). 

A producer and executive for over two decades at ABC News, West received 21 Emmy® Awards and two duPont-Columbia Awards for her work on “Nightline” and “PrimeTimeLive” and the documentary program ”Turning Point,” where she served as executive producer. As senior vice president at CBS News from 1998-2005, she oversaw “60 Minutes” and “48 Hours,” and was executive in charge of the CBS documentary 9/11, winner of the Primetime Emmy® Award in 2002. 

A graduate of Brown University, West holds a Master’s in Communications from Syracuse University. In 2007, she joined the faculty at the Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism, where she is the Fred W. Friendly Professor of Professional Practice in Media and Society. 
Julie Cohen – Director & Producer 
Julie Cohen has directed and produced eight feature documentaries, including The Sturgeon Queens (7th Art Releasing), which screened at the 2015 Berlin International Film Festival and 60 others, winning 10 Audience Choice Awards; American Veteran (Freestyle Digital Media) which screened at 20 festivals, and won the 2017 Panavision Showcase Award for New York filmmakers; and I Live to Sing (WNET) which won the 2014 New York Emmy® Award for Best Arts Program, one of three New York Emmys® she has won since 2012. 
Before starting her own production company Better Than Fiction, Cohen was a staff producer at NBC News for nine years, where she won the Individual Achievement Award for Best News Producer from American Women in Radio and Television (Gracie Award). In the 1990s she created and produced Court TV’s weekly program Supreme Court Watch. A graduate of Colgate University, she holds Master’s degrees from Yale Law School, where she was a Knight Journalism Fellow, and Columbia University, where she is currently an adjunct professor in the documentary program. 

Carla Gutierrez – Editor 

Carla Gutierrez is the editor of the Oscar® -nominated documentary La Corona, and the Emmy®-nominated Reportero and Kingdom of Shadows. She also edited When Two Worlds Collide, winner of a Special Jury Award at Sundance. Her latest film, Chavela, won the 2nd place Audience Award at the 2017 Berlinale Film Festival. Gutierrez’s work has been broadcast on HBO, Netflix, POV, Independent Lens, and the Sundance Channel. She's been a creative advisor for the Sundance Edit Lab and the Firelight Producers’ Lab. 

Claudia Raschke – Director of Photography 

Award-winning cinematographer Claudia Raschke has photographed independent feature films and feature documentaries for over 20 years. Among her many notable award winning films are: Particle Fever (Bond), Oscar® -nominated God is the Bigger Elvis (HBO), Peabody Award-winning Black Magic (ESPN), Oscar ® shortlisted Mad Hot Ballroom (Paramount), The Freedom To Marry (Argot Pictures), Miss You Can Do It (HBO), Oscar® -nominated My Architect (add’l DP), Oscar® - nominated Small Wonder (add’l DP), Oscar® -nominated Sister Rose’s Passion (add’l DP); as well as indie features like Kiss Me Guido , The Last Good Time , Frame of Mind . Her most recent feature documentary work Atomic Homefront (HBO) was released in theaters November 2017. 

Miriam Cutler – Composer 

Emmy® -nominated composer Miriam Cutler is passionate about scoring documentaries: The Hunting Ground, Ethel, Lost in La Mancha, Thin, Poster Girl, Vito, Kings Point, Ghosts of Abu Ghraib, A Plastic Ocean and more. She co-produced and scored One Lucky Elephant and has served multiple times as a Lab Advisor for the Sundance Institute Documentary Composers Lab, on documentary juries including Sundance, Independent Spirit Awards, and IDA Awards. She is an AMPAS documentary branch member, and a film expert for the USC/US State Department’s American Film Showcase. In addition to her own music, Cutler has co-produced two Grammy-nominated live jazz albums on PolyGram / Verve for Joe Williams, and albums for Nina Simone, Shirley Horn, and Marlena Shaw. 

Amy Entelis – Executive Producer

Amy Entelis is executive vice president for talent and content development for CNN Worldwide. 

She is based in New York. Entelis joined CNN in 2012 and is responsible for new program development and acquisitions, as well as the development of on-air talent for CNN Worldwide. 

Entelis established CNN Original Series in 2013 and has developed more than 30 multi-part, nonfiction series to date, including the Primetime Emmy ® -winning United Shades of America with W. Kamau Bell; the Primetime Emmy® and Peabody Award-winning Anthony Bourdain: Parts Unknown; and Chicagoland and Death Row Stories, with executive producer Robert Redford’s Sundance Productions among them. 

Entelis also established CNN Films, created to co-produce and acquire documentary films and leverage distribution opportunities at festivals and in theaters, and CNN Films Presents, which acquires and broadcasts encore runs of notable documentary features. In addition to RBG, directed by Betsy West and Julie Cohen, CNN Films has acquired, co-produced, or commissioned more than 40 films, including Blackfish, directed by Gabriela Cowperthwaite; Steve Jobs: The Man in the Machine, directed by Alex Gibney; Life Itself , directed by Steve James; Ivory Tower , directed by Andrew Rossi; the News & Documentary Emmy® -winning Dinosaur 13 , directed by Todd Miller; Whitey: United States of America v. James J. Bulger, directed by Joe Berlinger; Legion Of Brothers , directed by Greg Barker; Blackface, directed by Roger Ross Williams; The Hunting Ground , directed by Kirby Dick; Trophy , co-directed by Shaul Schwarz and Christina Clusiau; The End: Inside The Last Days Of The Obama White House , and more. 

Entelis co-developed We Will Rise: Michelle Obama’s Mission To Educate Girls Around The World and Girl Rising with The Documentary Group, amplifying calls to action for rights for women and girls. We Will Rise was honored with a 2017 Television Academy Honors Award for harnessing ‘the extraordinary power of television to advance social change,’ and received a CINE Golden Eagle, for exceptional nonfiction media content. With Tribeca Film Institute and Camden International Film Festival, she has established an annual workshop to support the next generation of documentary filmmakers. 

Entelis’ illustrious career in television journalism began at ABC News as a producer on the weekly news magazine 20/20, She was later a producer at World News Tonight with Peter Jennings, and during her tenure at ABC News, Entelis worked in various roles of increasing responsibility, ultimately serving as senior vice president for talent strategy, development, and research. Prior to joining CNN, Entelis served as executive vice president for talent strategy at Sucherman Consulting Group. 

A graduate of Vassar College, Entelis received a Master’s of Science in journalism from Columbia University and serves as a member of the Board of Visitors of the Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism. 

Courtney Sexton – Executive Producer 
Courtney Sexton is vice president of CNN Films. Sexton, who joined CNN in 2013, works day-to-day with filmmakers to supervise the production of documentary films for theatrical exhibition and distribution across CNN’s platforms. 

In addition to RBG, directed by Betsy West and Julie Cohen, CNN Films has acquired, co-produced or commissioned more than 40 original feature and short films including Life Itself , Blackfish , Our Nixon , Ivory Tower, Whitey: United States Of America V. James J. Bulger , Fresh Dressed , Steve Jobs: The Man In The Machine , Blackface , The Hunting Ground, Holy Hell , the News & Documentary Emmy® -winning Dinosaur 13 , Glen Campbell...I’ll Be Me , Elián , Trophy , Legion Of Brothers , Jeremiah Tower: The Last Magnificent , and more during Sexton’s tenure. 

Prior to joining CNN, Sexton worked for eight years as a development executive at Participant Media in documentary production. Her projects at Participant Media included the Academy Award®-winning An Inconvenient Truth, the Academy Award® -nominated Food, Inc, Standard Operating Procedure, Page One: Inside The New York Times, and more. 

Diane Warren – Songwriter, music & lyrics, original song -  “I’ll Fight”

Diane Warren is one of the most continuously prolific and successful contemporary songwriters of our time.  She is the sole owner of her publishing company Realsongs.
 
Her songs have been featured in more than 100 motion pictures resulting in nine Academy Award® nominations. Warren most recently received her ninth Oscar nomination for the original song “Stand Up For Something” with music by Warren and lyrics by Warren and Common for the film Marshall which was released in theatres on October 13, 2017.  The song is performed by Andra Day featuring Common.  Warren and Common also received a Grammy Award nomination in the category of Best Song Written For Visual Media.  “Stand Up For Something” was also nominated for a Critics’ Choice Award for Best Song.

She received her eighth Oscar nomination for “Til It Happens To You,” performed by Lady Gaga, from the critically acclaimed documentary The Hunting Ground and her seventh Oscar nomination for her original song “Grateful” performed by Rita Ora for the film Beyond the Lights. In 2016, Warren also earned her first Emmy nomination and her first Emmy win for “Til It Happens To You.” She was nominated for five Golden Globes and won for the powerful ballad “You Haven’t Seen the Last of Me,” performed by Cher in the movie Burlesque.  Both Trisha Yearwood and LeAnn Rimes had hit records with her Oscar and Grammy nominated song “How Do I Live” from the movie Con Air.  Warren’s popular “Nothing’s Gonna Stop Us Now” from Mannequin, “Because You Loved Me” sung by Celine Dion for the film Up Close and Personal, “Music Of My Heart” performed by *NSYNC and Gloria Estefan for the film Music Of The Heart, “I Don’t Want to Miss a Thing” performed by Aerosmith for Armageddon and “There You’ll Be” sung by Faith Hill from Pearl Harbor were also Oscar nominated and hit songs.  

 
Diane has been nominated for 15 Grammys, and received a Grammy for the song “Because You Loved Me.”  She was inducted into the Songwriters Hall of Fame in 2001.

Warren wrote the song, “This Is For My Girls,” released in 2016, which features vocal performances from Kelly Clarkson, Chloe & Halle, Missy Elliott, Jadagrace, Lea Michele, Janelle Monáe, Kelly Rowland and Zendaya. Sales from the single benefit charities supporting young women's education globally, including First Lady Michelle Obama's Let Girls Learn initiative.  The song was performed by Michelle Obama and Missy Elliott on The Late Late Show with James Corden’s popular “Carpool Karaoke” segment which has garnered over 61 million views.

Her original song “Til It Happens To You” is featured in the Radius and CNN Films documentary The Hunting Ground which was released in February 2015 and aired on CNN in November 2015. The song received a 2016 Oscar nomination in the original song category.  Warren received her first Emmy nomination, as well as her first Emmy win in 2016 for Outstanding Original Music and Lyrics. The song also received a 2016 Grammy nomination for Best Song Written for Visual Media. This makes it the first song in history to be nominated for an Academy Award, Grammy and Emmy. It was also nominated for a Critics’ Choice Award for Best Song.  In addition, it won the Hollywood Music in Media Award for Best Song – Documentary. Diane also wrote the original song “The Crazy Ones” performed by Paloma Faith for Miss You Already starring Drew Barrymore and directed by Catherine Hardwicke, released in November 2015. In addition, Diane wrote the original song “You Will” for Oprah Winfrey, which serves as the anthem for the OWN network.  The song is performed by Jennifer Hudson and Jennifer Nettles and debuted in March 2015.

She also wrote a new theme song for ABC’s THE VIEW called “World’s Gone Crazy” performed by Mary J. Blige, which premiered on the show in September 2016.

 She also wrote the original song “Prayers for this World” performed by Cher for the documentary Cries From Syria directed by Evgeny Afineevsky.  The film premiered on January 22, 2017 at the Sundance Film Festival and debuted on HBO on March 13, 2017.

 In 2011, Diane wrote the song “I Was Here” for Beyoncé’s record “4,” which hit number one on the Billboard charts. The video for the song was filmed at the U.N. to launch World Humanitarian Day, and the song has reached over 1 billion people.   
 
Diane continues to work with many of today’s most popular acts, including:  Justin Bieber, Christina Aguilera, Snoop Dogg, Adele, Kelly Clarkson, Carrie Underwood, Mary J. Blige, Jessie J, Paloma Faith, Jennifer Hudson, Andra Day, Keyshia Cole, Demi Lovato, LeAnn Rimes, Common and Jason Derulo among many others.
 
During her impressive career, Warren has written for iconic artists such as:  Whitney Houston, Cher, Aerosmith, Celine Dion, Mariah Carey, just to name a few.
 
Diane, who is a vegetarian, is a major advocate for animals and the elderly.

Jennifer Hudson – Performer, original song -  “I’ll Fight”
A two-time Grammy Award-winning recording artist, Academy Award-winning actress and best-selling author, Jennifer Hudson is an extraordinary talent.  From humble beginnings, Hudson began singing in a small Chicago church where, week after week, she brought the congregation to its feet. From there, she’s gone on to worldwide acclaim.

Hudson can currently be seen as a returning coach on season 7 of ITV’s “The Voice UK” with fellow coaches Tom Jones, will.i.am, and Olly Murs. This year, she also stars alongside Jeffrey Wright, Jennifer Ehle, Nas and A$AP Rocky in “Monster,” based off of Walter Dean Myers’s award-winning novel of the same title. The film premiered at the 2018 Sundance Film Festival.  In 2017, Hudson completed season 13 of NBC’s “The Voice” with fellow coaches Adam Levine, Miley Cyrus and Blake Shelton, as well as season 6 of “The Voice UK” alongside fellow coaches will.i.am, Tom Jones and Gavin Rossdale. Mo Adeniran from her team won the competition. 

In 2016, Jennifer appeared in NBC’s Emmy-nominated production of “Hairspray LIVE!”, where she wowed audiences as powerhouse Motormouth Maybelle alongside co-stars Harvey Fierstein, Ariana Grande and Kristin Chenoweth. The same year, she was honored by the March of Dimes with their Grace Kelly Award. Additionally, Hudson was a featured voice in Universal’s animated hit “Sing” and portrayed Angela Wright in HBO’s 2016 Emmy-nominated television film “Confirmation.” In 2015, she appeared in Spike Lee’s “Chi-Raq,” for which she was nominated for a 2016 NAACP Image Award.

Hudson made her Broadway debut as Shug Avery in 2015 in the Tony award-winning production of John Doyle’s re-imagination of “The Color Purple.” The show, produced by Scott Sanders and Oprah Winfrey, earned rave reviews and a Grammy win for Hudson. She was also nominated for a Drama League Award in the category of Distinguished Performance. 

In September of 2014, Hudson released her third critically acclaimed album, “JHUD,” which opened in the Billboard Top 10. The album, released by Sony/RCA, features hit tracks such as Grammy-nominated “It’s Your World,” “He Ain’t Goin’ Nowhere,” “Walk It Out,” and “I Still Love You.” Hudson’s album garnered serious attention in the US and abroad with recognition of her thoughtful departure and a fearless rendering of work produced by some of today’s most prolific collaborators.

2013 was equally exciting a year for Hudson, most notably, when she received her star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.  She was also honored with the privilege to perform at the Presidential Inauguration, Super Bowl XLVII and the Academy Awards. In addition, Hudson was also honored by the Recording Academy at the Annual Grammy’s on the Hill for her philanthropic efforts, specifically with her organization, the Julian D. King Gift Foundation. The same year, Hudson was honored at VH1’s Do Something Awards for her charitable work and at Variety’s Power of Women luncheon with the Samsung Galaxy Impact Award.

Hudson’s sophomore album, “I Remember Me,” debuted in March 2011 at No. 2 on Billboard’s Top 200 and R&B Albums charts and has since been certified RIAA Gold in the U.S. She went on to receive a 2012 Billboard Music Award nomination for Top R&B Album as well as taking home two 2012 NAACP Image Awards for Outstanding Music Video and Outstanding Album. Additional recent collaborations include “Think Like A Man” with Ne-Yo and Rick Ross for the title track of the film and critically acclaimed single “Night Of Your Life” with David Guetta for his most recent hit-album “Nothing But The Beat.”

Hudson’s 2008 self-titled debut won a Grammy Award for “Best R & B Album,” which was presented by one of Hudson’s idols, Whitney Houston. She received three additional nominations including “Best Female R&B Vocal Performance,” “Best R&B Performance by a Duo or Group with Vocals” and “Best R&B Song.” The album then went on to win three awards at the 2009 NAACP Image Awards including “Best Album.” The RIAA Platinum Certified album entered Billboard’s Top 200 at No. 2 and marked the biggest first week sales for an R&B female entry since 2004 and has since sold over 1.1 million albums worldwide to date. 

In 2007, Hudson won an Academy Award for her role as “Effie” in the smash hit “Dreamgirls,” an adaptation of the Broadway musical.  Her breakout film performance also garnered a Golden Globe Award, a Screen Actors Guild Award, a BAFTA and an NAACP Image Award. Additional credits include being honored by the Broadcast Film Critics Association, the National Board of Review and being named “Entertainer of the Year” at the Soul Train Awards. Additional film and television credits include “The Secret Life of Bees”, “Sex and the City: The Movie”, “Lullaby”, “Black Nativity”, “Winnie Mandela”,  “The Inevitable Defeat of Mister and Pete”, “The Three Stooges”, “Call Me Crazy: A Five Film”, “Smash”, and “Empire.”

Expanding her talents in the arts, Hudson added author to her list of accomplishments in January 2012 with the release her New York Times best-selling memoir, “I Got This: How I Changed My Ways, Found Myself and Lost Everything that Weighed Me Down”. 

In 2009, Jennifer, along with her sister Julia, founded The Julian D. King Gift Foundation, as a catalyst for change in children’s health, education and welfare.  The Foundation exists to provide stability, support and positive experiences for children of all backgrounds so that they will become productive, confident and happy adults. 

Bonnie Greenberg – Executive Music Producer 

Bonnie Greenberg has been at the forefront of entertainment integrating music and motion pictures for over two decades. She is a firm believer that music should enhance and support the visual images of film. 

 

She began her career in the entertainment industry working as an attorney and then business affairs executive at MCA Records, Inc. and Paramount Pictures. She authored various music chapters of the Matthew Bender four volume practical law treatise entitled, “Negotiating Contracts in the Entertainment Industry”. Seizing upon the opportunity to merge music and film, she decided to leave the executive desk and enter the world of production and music supervision.

 

Greenberg has been integrally involved with over 80 films spanning all budgets and genres — from documentaries BOBBY FISHER AGAINST THE WORLD, LOVE, MARILYN, PEGGY GUGGENHEIM, independent films SPANKING THE MONKEY, HAIRSPRAY, MENACE II SOCIETY, LARS AND THE REAL GIRL, mid-budget independent and studio films such as UNDERCOVER BROTHER, DEAD PRESIDENTS, THE BEST MAN, THE MASK, RAT RACE, THE TRUTH ABOUT CATS AND DOGS, PLEASANTVILLE, TAKE THE LEAD, to major studio blockbusters including MY BEST FRIEND’S WEDDING, HOW THE GRINCH STOLE CHRISTMAS, WHAT WOMAN WANT, THE SANTA CLAUSE, SOMETHING’S GOTTA GIVE, IT’S COMPLICATED, to the hit series “Desperate Housewives”.

 

She has worked repeatedly with established directors such as Jerry Zucker, Ron Howard, Malcolm Lee, P.J. Hogan, Nancy Meyers and The Hughes Brothers. Greenberg consulted for Sidney Kimmel Entertainment, overseeing the music in all of their original productions. 

 

As a producer, her work includes the TV original musical film, DEAR DUMB DIARY, the independent film HALFWAY and the controversial documentary, THE HUNTING GROUND.   She is currently in post-production on two documentaries, RGB, life and times of Ruth Bader Ginsburg and “Cracked Up, The Darrell Hammond Story”. 

 

For the documentary, THE HUNTING GROUND, Bonnie was the Executive Producer of Diane Warren’s penned title song "Til It Happens to You" sung by Lady Gaga, which is the only song in history to be nominated for an Emmy, Oscar and Grammy in the same year, 2016 (it won the Emmy). 

 

Greenberg has been featured in the book “How I Broke into Hollywood: Tales from the Trenches”. She has also been featured in the documentaries: American Movie Classics “The American Soundtrack Story”, “CNN Music, Movies and Magic”  “VHI’ s Top 100 Best Movie Songs, and Top 100 Best Movie Dance Numbers”. She has produced or executive produced numerous gold and platinum soundtrack albums. She received an NAACP award for album of the year for her work on THE BEST MAN.

 

Greenberg is a frequent lecturer on the use of music in films and is an adjunct professor at UCLA Graduate Film School where she teaches music supervision.

 

Ms. Greenberg produced the equity waiver stage production of John Ford Noonan’s “Getting Through the Night”. As a volunteer, she worked for the State of New York in preparing materials to educate children in the State’s drug program that earned her the Governor’s Plaque Award.

 

Greenberg received a law degree from Southwestern University School of Law. She is on the advisory board of the Donald E. Biederman Entertainment and Media Law Institute @Southwestern University School of Law. She is an active member of the New York Bar. She is a 30-year member of the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences. She is one of the founding members of the Guild of Music Supervisors.
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