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SYNOPSIS
A bittersweet comedy about families, friends and a frivolous fight against corporate institutions, Matthew Broderick (FINDING AMANDA, "The Producers") plays Ben Singer, a failed children's folk singer, a newly unemployed proofreader and an every-other-weekend dad to his young daughter (Jodelle Ferland), who prefers pretty much anything to listening to her dad's pessimistic ramblings.  

Struggling in all aspects of his life, Ben's only comforts come from smoking marijuana alone and regular chess games with his smart and opinionated Senegalese roommate Ibou (Michael Kenneth Williams, "The Wire," THE ROAD). When Ibou is suddenly struck ill and an insensitive municipal employee exacerbates the emergency situation, Ben pours his energy into a lawsuit against the city for depraved indifference. Ben’s life begins to turn around with the arrival of Ibou’s beautiful and sexy sister Khadi (Sanaa Lathan, THE FAMILY THAT PREYS) from Senegal, who moves into Ibou’s room in Ben’s apartment.  As Ben suspects that it is his own cynicism corroding the beauty around him, he realizes that it’s all a matter of perspective.

WONDERFUL WORLD is written and directed by Josh Goldin and stars Matthew Broderick, Michael Kenneth Williams, Sanaa Lathan, Jodelle Ferland, Jesse Tyler Ferguson, Ally Walker, and Philip Baker Hall.  It features original music with a cameo performance by acclaimed musician Dan Zanes, the noted father of the modern independent kids' music movement.

AN INTERVIEW WITH WRITER/DIRECTOR JOSH GOLDIN

 
Q: What was your inspiration for the film?

Okay, I have to admit it. The inspiration for this film was me. I wanted to create a movie about a man who saw only the negative side of things (an emblematic character for our times I think) and I used the workings of my own brain for research. A lot of what Ben says in the movie reflects a kind of dark commentary that runs through my own head on the way to, say, the supermarket. Some of what Ben says are actual quotes. I’m not a former children singer, guitarist, or divorcee, but I do have a three day growth of beard like that of Ben Singer in the film. Ben is both more honest and more unhappy than I am, and the negative part of me—the part I drew on to create Ben Singer—believes he is more unhappy because he is more honest. 

There’s a line in the movie that for various reasons was cut out, “Behind every cynic is a disappointed idealist” and this line marks where I and Ben Singer diverge. He may be a disappointed idealist, but he’s still an idealist. I am not. There’s a danger, when we leave the unreal world of idealism, that we also abandon our better natures. This never happens to Ben Singer. It’s what makes him a very flawed, wrong-headed hero, but a hero. 

I sympathize totally with Ben’s plight and I’m glad he had a catharsis. I believe these moments of catharsis are possible. They are what keep us going. I think I’ve had one or two myself. I know I have. One of them is making this movie.

 

Q: Was it difficult to get the movie made?

 

I’m a “first time director” and it’s always hard for first time directors. I tried to undercut this mark against me by mentioning other first time directors in pitch meetings with financiers—Francois Truffaut, Steven Spielberg, Ridley Scott, Barry Levinson, Woody Allen… You get the point. But I don’t think I helped my cause by being a smart ass.

Luckily, I wrote the script with my old pal Matthew Broderick in mind for the main role and, even more luckily, Matthew loved the script. The moment he signed on, WONDERFUL WORLD went from being a Josh Goldin movie to being a Matthew Broderick vehicle. We got a great deal of help from CAA who represents both Matthew and the movie. We had a couple of false starts, during which my producer Glenn Williamson remained a stalwart and thoughtful ally. Once Ambush Entertainment signed on, that company’s support (especially that of Ambush’s co-partner Miranda Bailey) has been unwavering.

In Shreveport, I had a fantastic crew, amassed and led by our executive producer Lampton Enochs. Working with the actors was pure fun. 

I think I had an incredibly fortunate experience.

Q: As the film’s screenwriter, what do you think the essence of the film and its characters are about?

 

The characters were just people I imagined into the movie. They spoke a certain way. They behaved idiosyncratically. They ended up expressing themes because that’s how movies work. Maybe that’s how life works. Most of the characters have only a tenuous connection to society. They have fringe jobs or have married into security. They are people who, as the Navajo put it, will pass through life like fish passing through water, leaving no trace.

Their essential natures are inseparable from the feeling they have of being inconsequential; and to a large extent, their lives are dominated by their relationship (not reciprocated) with the behemoth culture around them. They are all fighting the good fight to get in, or in the main character’s case, to beat the alluring world of commerce and success.

Each employs different strategies in dealing with the hurly burly world that eludes them. But the one whose strategy I admire most and whom Ben Singer comes to admire most is that of Ibou. It’s pretty simple. He tries to enjoy it.

Q: How long was the shoot?  Where did you shoot?

 

We had a 23 day shoot, but because of Matthew’s schedule, we had only 21 days with the principal actors. 2 of the 23 days we spent shooting much needed second unit material. 

We shot entirely in and around Shreveport, Louisiana, working 16-17 hour days. Creating Senegal out of a mowed cotton field just outside the city was challenging.

Q: What inspired you to write the Khadi and Ibou characters as Senegalese?

 

One of my first jobs out of college was that of a file clerk in a small insurance company. The only other worker in my office was a Senegalese man in his fifties. I was struck by a kind of Zen attitude he had toward the drudgery of the job. I was also struck by his high intelligence. We became good friends. He talked a lot about Senegal, which he had left at the age of eight. For him, it was a place of magic and wonder— he told me a story about fish falling from the sky when it rained. I came to believe that his detachment toward his job and toward the circumstances of his life (he lived in a welfare hotel) came from the fact that really he spent most of his time living in the Senegal of his mind. He was my inspiration for Ibou.

Khadi is a mystery. Maybe she is the sister I would imagine a man like Ibou to have. I also think she has a lot of traits I’ve seen in other women. I admire her. She’s not afraid of her own carnal nature.

Q: What is your favorite scene in the film?

 

I tend to think more in terms of sequences than scenes. My favorite sequence begins with Ben storming into his estranged ex-wife’s house to pick up his daughter. He wants to prove to his daughter that she can have a good time with him. But once he has her in the car, he’s too angry to even look at her. He’s not angry at her, he’s angry at his ex-wife, at the world, at himself…but we know it’s going to be a horrible evening for her. 

However, instead of having an awful evening, she has a great evening. She meets Khadi, they become friends…and the sequence ends with Ben and Khadi putting his daughter to bed and kissing over her sleeping figure.

I love the fact that in six or so minutes of movie time so many emotions snake through the narrative. Fury, wariness, reaching out to friendship, joy, reverence and finally love. It’s a micro-version of the movie itself.

ABOUT THE ACTORS

MATTHEW BRODERICK – Ben Singer 
A two-time Tony award-winning stage actor and instantly recognizable film presence, Matthew Broderick was most recently seen in Finding Amanda (2008) alongside Brittany Snow and Diminished Capacity (2008) opposite Alan Alda and Virginia Madsen. 

In 2007, he starred opposite Helen Hunt in her feature film directorial debut Then She Found Me. Broderick also starred in the hit comedy Deck the Halls alongside Danny De Vito in 2006. 
His voice was also heard in the animated film released by Universal Pictures, The Tale of Desperaux (2008) and in DreamWorks’ Bee Movie (2006) opposite Jerry Seinfeld. 
In 2005 he starred in the blockbuster Broadway production of Neil Simon’s The Odd Couple on Broadway. He also starred in the hit off-Broadway play, The Foreigner, at the Roundabout Theatre. In the same year, he also starred in the feature film version of The Producers reprising the Tony nominated performance he gave on Broadway in this smash hit musical.  
Broderick starred in the critically acclaimed You Can Count on Me opposite Laura Linney.  He also earned considerable acclaim starring opposite Reese Witherspoon in the critically lauded and Independent Spirit Award winning political satire Election, directed by Alexander Payne.  

A New York native, he made his professional stage debut opposite his father, James Broderick, at age 17 in the production of On Valentine’s Day.  His performance in Harvey Fierstein’s Torch Song Trilogy, won him the Outer Critic’s Circle Award for Best Supporting Actor. Broderick won his first Tony Award for Neil Simon’s Brighton Beach Memoirs, and starred in the play’s sequel Biloxi Blues.  He won his second Tony for his role as J. Pierrepont Finch, in the Broadway revival of How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying. Other films include Godzilla, Addicted to Love, The Cable Guy and Inspector Gadget.  

Broderick has also starred in such blockbuster movies as Ferris Bueller’s Day Off (received Golden Globe nomination), Glory, War Games, and Disney’s The Lion King, as the adult voice of Simba.  Additional credits include Mrs. Parker and the Vicious Circle, Max Dugan Returns, Project X, Family Business, The Freshman, The Night We Never Met, The Last Shot and The Stepford Wives.
In addition to his stage, screen and Broadway credits, he has also appeared in the Showtime film Master Harold…and the Boys and received an Emmy nomination for the TNT production of David Mamet’s A Life in the Theater in which he starred opposite Jack Lemmon.
Broderick is currently starring in Kenneth Lonergan’s Starry Messenger off-Broadway play and will next be seen in Lonergan’s film, Margaret, opposite Matt Damon, Mark Ruffalo, and Anna Paquin. The film will be released in 2010. 
Broderick resides in New York with his wife Sarah Jessica Parker and three children, James Wilke Broderick, Marion Loretta Elwell and Tabitha Hodge Broderick. 
SANAA LATHAN – Khadi 
Tony-Award nominated actress, Sanaa Lathan delivers a striking presence and undeniable energy to each project she takes on and continues to build on an already impressive career.  
Lathan was most recently seen in Powder Blue (2009) starring Jessica Biel, Forest Whitaker and Patrick Swayze and in Tyler Perry’s The Family That Preys (2008) with Alfre Woodard and Kathy Bates. 
In 2008, Lathan reprised her role as ‘Beneatha Younger’ in ABC’s TV film “A Raisin in the Sun” which screened at the Sundance Film Festival as the first television film-event ever shown at the festival. The film was nominated for multiple awards including an Emmy for Outstanding Made for Television Movie, a Golden Globe, and Lathan was nominated for a NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Actress in a Television Movie, Mini-Series or Dramatic Special. 
Prior to these film roles, Lathan appeared in a recurring role as Michelle Landau, the much younger wife of a Texas businessman played by Larry Hagman, during the fourth season of the popular FX television series, “Nip/Tuck.”  In 2006, Lathan also starred in Focus Features’ film Something New, a romantic comedy about a successful businesswoman who is determined to find the perfect mate.  Directed by Sanaa Hamri and produced by Stephanie Allain, the film was released on February 3, 2006.     
Lathan had a memorable role in 2004’s Alien vs. Predator, which proved to be a box office success.  The film was directed by Paul W.S. Anderson.  
In 2004, Sanaa starred on Broadway in “A Raisin in the Sun” alongside Sean Puffy Combs, Audra McDonald and Phylicia Rashad.  Sanaa received a Tony Award nomination for ‘Best Performance by a Featured Actress’ for her portrayal as ‘Beneatha Younger.’   

In 2002, Lathan starred in Fox Searchlight’s romantic comedy Brown Sugar, alongside Taye Diggs, Queen Latifah, and Mos Def.  The film reunited her with The Wood director, Rick Famuyiwa.  Her performance garnered her a NAACP Image Award nomination for “Outstanding Actress in a Motion Picture,” and the film also received a nomination for “Outstanding Motion Picture.”

In 2000, Lathan appeared in Gina Prince-Bythewood’s romantic drama Love and Basketball starring opposite Omar Epps.  The movie followed the lives of neighbors ‘Quincy McCall’ (Omar Epps) and ‘Monica Wright’ (Sanaa Lathan), who loved both the game of basketball and each other.  She won a BET Award and an Image Award in 2001 for ‘Best Actress in a Feature Film.’

Lathan also received an NAACP Image Award nomination for “Best Supporting Actress in a Motion Picture,” in the romantic comedy, The Best Man. The film, co-starring Nia Long, Morris Chestnut and Harold Perrineau Jr. "The Best Man" received rave reviews and has since gone on to become one of the top ten highest grossing African American films in history.  

Lathan’s other film credits include Carl Franklin’s crime thriller Out of Time, in which she starred opposite Denzel Washington, MTV/Paramount’s The Wood, Ted Demme’s hit comedy Life with Eddie Murphy and Martin Lawrence, New Line’s sci-fi thriller Blade with Wesley Snipes and Chi Muoi Lo’s Catfish in Black Bean Sauce.

Lathan’s television credits include a series regular role on NBC’s “Lateline” with Al Franken, a starring role in the CBS original movie “Miracle in the Woods” with Della Reese and Meredith Baxter, and HBO films “Disappearing Acts” where she again starred opposite Wesley Snipes. 

A graduate of the Yale School of Drama, Lathan has performed on-stage in numerous regional and off-Broadway productions including “Por’ Knockers” and “A Movie Star has to star in Black and White” at The Public Theatre.  In the summer of 2002, Lathan appeared as ‘Isabella,’ the nun, in a Shakespeare in the Park production of “Measure for Measure” at the Delacorte Theatre in Central Park.  Her performance in “To Take Arms” was rewarded with a nomination for ‘Best Actress’ by the NAACP Theatrical Award Committee.  She also starred in New York’s West Side theatre production of Eve Ensler’s acclaimed “The Vagina Monologues.” 

Lathan is currently in production on The Middle of Nowhere opposite Phylicia Rashad and Ruby Dee. She will next be seen in the UK theatre production of “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” alongside James Earl Jones in December. 
MICHAEL KENNETH WILLIAMS - Ibou
Michael Kenneth Williams is most well known for his role as “Omar Little” on the HBO series, “The Wire,” which ended in 2008. He was nominated for two NAACP Image Awards for his performance throughout the show’s run for Outstanding Actor in a Drama Series in 2007 and for Outstanding Supporting Actor in 2009. He was one of the few series regulars to appear on all five seasons of the show, consistently receiving critical acclaim and a growing loyal fan base for his controversial and powerful character. 
Over the course of the series, numerous magazines and newspapers have heralded his performance as gritty, strong, and engaging, as well as being named by USA Today as one of the “10 Best Reasons to Watch Television.” Entertainment Weekly has also singled him out twice for the best performances on television. 

He has also appeared on the highly rated television show on Spike TV called “The Kill Point” with John Leguizamo and Donny Whalberg. 
Additionally, he most recently has been seen in Spike Lee’s film Miracle at St. Ana (2008), The Incredible Hulk (2008), Gone Baby Gone (2007) with Casey Affleck and Chris Rock’s I Think I Love My Wife (2007). 
Director J.J. Abrams, noticed William’s work on “The Wire” and created a recurring role just for Michael on “Alias.” The same goes for Tupac Shakur who is credited for starting Williams acting career. Shakur hand picked Williams to play his brother in the film Bullet. It was that film that caught the eye of Martin Scorsese then cast him in his film Bringing out the Dead.  Williams also appeared on ABC’s “Six Degrees” and has had recurring roles on “Law and Order”, “Law and Order: SVU”, “Six Degrees” as well as special guest appearances on “The Sopranos”, “CSI”, and “Boston Legal.” He was most recently in the action drama summer 2009 series “The Philanthropist.”
In theater, Williams has worked with the La’Mama Theater in New York and appeared in various productions with the prestigious National Black Theater. 

Prior to acting, Williams’s career in the industry began as a dancer and a choreographer. His style allowed him to work with some of the biggest names in the business such as Madonna and Janet Jackson on some of their more memorable music videos. That led to offers to walk the runway and pose for large scale photo shoots with photographers as David LaChapelle and Steven Klein. 
Williams will next be seen in John Hillcoat’s The Road starring Viggo Mortensen and Charlize Theron. 
In 2010, he will be featured in Brooklyn’s Finest and Tell-Tale. He just completed filming A Kiss of Chaos and You’re Nobody ‘til Somebody Kills You. 
Michael Kenneth Williams still makes his home in New York City.

JODELLE FERLAND - Sandra
Jodelle Ferland’s blossoming career spans over a decade, starting with television commercials at the age of two, and now includes 39 film and television credits. In 1998, at the age of four, Miss Ferland’s first leading role in “Mermaid” earned her a Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Performer in a Children’s Special and won her a Young Artist Award for Best Performance in a Television Movie.   Furthermore, she was nominated for a Leo Award for her guest performance in the television series The Collector in 2004, many more Young Artist Awards 2003-2005, a Genie Award 2007 (Canada's Academy Awards) for Tideland, and a Saturn Award 2007 for her starring performance in Tideland. She was most recently nominated for a Young Artist Award for her performance in the 2007 TV film Picture of Hollis Woods. 
She has starred recently in the films Silent Hill (2006), The Messengers (2007) and Good Luck Chuck (2007). She also portrayed a young Celine Dion’s struggles and rise to success in the TV film Celine (2008). 

American stage work includes the Kennedy Center production of “The Count of Monte Cristo,” directed by Peter Sellars, as well as productions by the Lee Strasberg Institute and the New York Shakespeare Festival. 
She will next be seen in Case 39 with Renee Zellweger and hast just finished production on the third film of The Twilight Saga: Eclipse starring Kristen Stewart and Robert Pattinson. 
JESSE TYLER FERGUSON – Cyril 
Jesse comes out of the theatre world, having starred in the critically acclaimed Broadway musical “The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee.” Last year The Hollywood Reporter named him as one of the "ten to watch" for his role on the CBS ensemble sitcom “The Class.” He is currently starring in the ABC series Modern Family. 
PHILIP BAKER HALL – The Man 
Philip Baker Hall received critical acclaim for his starring role in Paul Thomas Anderson's debut feature Hard Eight, culminating in a IFP Spirit Award nomination for Best Actor of 1997.  He then appeared in Anderson's next two films, the Academy Award(r)-nominated Boogie Nights and Magnolia.  Recently, Hall co-starred in David Fincher’s Paramount release Zodiac, and earlier appeared in the hit comedy Bruce Almighty, with Jim Carrey, in Lars von Trier's Dogville, with Nicole Kidman, in the Weitz Bros’ comedy In Good Company where he starred opposite Dennis Quaid and Topher Grace, The Matador opposite Pierce Brosnan in addition to Disney’s remake of the classic Shaggy Dog with Tim Allen and Robert Downey, Jr.  
Hall's credits include Phil Alden Robinson's The Sum of All Fears, Rod Lurie's The Contender, Michael Mann's The Insider, Tim Robbins' The Cradle Will Rock, Anthony Minghella's The Talented Mr. Ripley, and William Friedkin's Rules of Engagement, opposite Tommy Lee Jones and Samuel L. Jackson.  Other credits include Wolfgang Peterson's Air Force One, Michael Bay's The Rock, Larry David's Sour Grapes, John Schlesinger's An Eye for an Eye, Barbet Schroeder's Kiss of Death, Peter Weir's The Truman Show, Ridley Scott's Enemy of the State, Gus Van Sant's 1998 version of Psycho, and Brett Ratner's hit comedies Rush Hour 1, 2 and 3.
Hall is also recognized for his memorable performance as Richard Nixon in Robert Altman's award-winning Secret Honor, which was filmed subsequent to Mr. Hall's stage presentation of the Donald Freed play, directed by Robert Harders.  Hall received a Drama Desk nomination for this role from the New York Theatre Critics Association.
Hall began his career in the theatre, appearing in many Broadway, Off-Broadway and regional productions.  In New York, he appeared with Helen Hayes in "The Skin of Our Teeth" and with John Cazale in "J.B.," as well as the title role in "Gorky."  In the Los Angeles area, he has starred in plays at the Mark Taper Forum, the South Coast Repertory.  At the Los Angeles Theatre Center, he starred in "All My Sons" opposite Bill Pullman, "Death of a Salesman," "The Crucible," "Short Eyes," "The Petrified Forest," among other productions.
Hall recently starred in the Fox comedy “The Loop” and is also known to television audiences for recurring roles on David E. Kelley's "The Practice” and “Boston Legal” and Chris Carter's "Millennium."  He has guest starred on such series as "Seinfield," where he played Mr. Bookman, the library cop in a classic episode; "3rd Rock from the Sun," “West Wing” and “Curb Your Enthusiasm” among others.  He was also seen in the NBC miniseries "Witness to the Mob," produced by Robert De Niro.
Hall just finished production on All Good Things starring Kirsten Dunst, Ryan Gosling, Jeffrey Dean Morgan and Frank Langella to be released in 2010. He is in post-production on The Chicago 8 and pre-production on Jimmy Nolan. 
 ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

JOSH GOLDIN – Writer/Director

Josh Goldin was born and raised in New York City. He graduated from Columbia College, earning a B.A. in English Literature and went on to earn an M.F.A. at Columbia Film School.

For several years, he collaborated with his brother Daniel Goldin on screenplays for the studios, working on such hits as Darkman (directed by Sam Raimi) and Night At The Museum (directed by Sean Levy). His first solo project From The Life Of Abe Brennan was selected for the Sundance Director’s Lab. 

Working solo now, Josh Goldin alternated between writing character based dramas and comedies, and writing pilots for cable TV. 
He is currently at work on a highly neurotic comic drama called Look At Me for him to direct, as well as a dramatic thriller pilot for FX called “Outlaw Country.”
GLENN WILLIAMSON - Producer
WONDERFUL WORLD is producer Glenn Williamson’s first collaboration with Ambush Entertainment.  Williamson’s production company, Back Lot Pictures, has a first look deal with New York based Big Beach, the producer and financier of the 2006 break out independent hit Little Miss Sunshine.  
Williamson most recently produced the hugely successful Sunshine Cleaning released by Overture Films, starring Amy Adams, Emily Blunt and Alan Arkin which was directed by Christine Jeffs. 
Williamson also produced the sci-fi/action/drama PUSH starring Dakota Fanning, Djimon Honsou, and Chris Evans.  Push was directed by Paul McGuigan and was released by Summit Entertainment in February 2009.  Williamson’s other producing credits include Hollywoodland, (which received best actor honors in the 2006 Venice Film Festival for Ben Affleck’s performance) and Fox’s hit remake of The Omen.  He was also Executive Producer of the Academy Award winning Eternal Sunshine Of The Spotless Mind and The Ice Harvest.
Williamson was previously President of Production at Focus, where he supervised Eternal Sunshine Of The Spotless Mind, Far From Heaven, Vanity Fair and Sylvia.  Williamson was also a senior production executive at DreamWorks for many years where he supervised such films as Sam Mendes' Road To Perdition and American Beauty, Cameron Crowe’s Almost Famous, Gore Verbinski’s The Mexican and Bronwen Hughes Forces Of Nature.
Williamson recently executive produced HappyThankyouMorePlease starring Malin Akerman, Josh Radnor and Richard Jenkins to be released in 2010. 
Other Back Lot projects in development include E. Max Frye's adaptation of J. Robert Lennon's novel The Funnies at New Line Cinema and an adaptation of The Kitchen Boy by Robert Alexander. 

MIRANDA BAILEY – Producer
In 2000, Miranda Bailey co-founded Ambush Entertainment, a Los Angeles based independent film development and production company, with the philosophy of producing a wide range of original and diverse feature films.
Bailey began her entertainment career as a New York theater actress. A graduate of Skidmore College, she has appeared in a number of theatrical productions including Borrego, written by Robert Glaudini; The Seagull directed by the head of the Romanian Theatre in Bucarest, Sanda Manu; and The Marathon Years directed by award-winning director Anne Bogart. Some of her television and film credits include roles on FOX's Beyond Belief and the NBC mini-series The 60’s.  Recently, she co-starred with Jeffrey Donovan (Burn Notice, Changeling) in the thriller Hindsight which premiered at this year's Victoria International Film Festival and for which she won the Best Actress award at the First Glance Philadelphia Film Festival.

Since forming Ambush Entertainment, Bailey has produced the horror comedy Dead and Breakfast starring Portia de Rossi and Jeffrey Dean Morgan, the 2006 comedy The OH in Ohio, featuring Danny DeVito, Parker Posey and Paul Rudd.  She executive produced 2005's award-winning critically acclaimed drama The Squid and the Whale, written and directed by Noah Baumbach and starring Laura Linney and Jeff Daniels, which was a Best Original Screenplay nominee at the 2006 Academy Awards and 2006 Golden Globe for Best Picture (comedy or musical) nominee, and the comedy Lower Learning, with Eva Longoria Parker, Rob Corddry, and Jason Biggs, which Starz/Anchor Bay released this past October.

Upcoming producing projects include the drama, Against the Current, with Joseph Fiennes, Mary Tyler Moore and Justin Kirk which world premiered at the 2009 Sundance Film Festival; the adaptation of the novel The River Why, starring William Hurt; and the Helen Hunt and Liev Schreiber starrer, Every Day, written and directed by Richard Levine (Nip/Tuck) which is currently in post-production.

MATTHEW LEUTWYLER – Producer
In 2000, Matthew Leutwyler co-founded Ambush Entertainment, a Los Angeles based independent film development and production company, with the philosophy of producing a wide range of original and diverse feature films.
Matthew Leutwyler was born in San Francisco where he studied film at the San Francisco Art Institute. Matthew’s first feature film, the black comedy Road Kill, was produced on a $180,000 budget.  The Daily Variety called Road Kill “A breezy entertaining ride...A jaunty trip with a good balance of dark comedy and legitimate drama.”  Road Kill premiered at the Santa Barbara International Film Festival where it won the Audience Choice Award for best feature film. As his follow-up, Leutwyler wrote, directed and edited the more personal romantic comedy This Space Between Us. The film’s ensemble cast included Jeremy Sisto, Poppy Montgomery, Alex Kingston, Vanessa Marcil, Taylor Negron, Erik Palladino and Garry Marshall. 
After leaving The Bay Area and moving to Los Angeles, Leutwyler co-founded Ambush Entertainment.  His first film for the company was the award winning comedy-horror-musical Dead & Breakfast starring Jeremy Sisto, Erik Palladino, Portia De Rossi, Jeffrey Dean Morgan and Ever Carradine. Since then, Ambush has produced 2005's award-winning critically acclaimed drama The Squid and the Whale; the sexually charged comedy The Oh In Ohio starring Parker Posey, Paul Rudd, and Danny DeVito; the sci-fi horror Unearthed; and the comedy Lower Learning with Eva Longoria Parker, Jason Biggs, and Rob Corddry.  Recent films include: Against the Current, with Joseph Fiennes, Mary Tyler Moore and Justin Kirk which world premiered at the 2009 Sundance Film Festival and Every Day, written and directed by Richard Levine (Nip/Tuck) and starring Helen Hunt and Liev Schreiber, which is currently in post-production.  Leutwyler’s latest directorial endeavor is the adaptation of the acclaimed novel The River Why starring William Hurt, Zach Gilford, Amber Heard, and Kathleen Quinlan, which recently wrapped production in Oregon. 
Outside of his career as a filmmaker, Leutwyler has worked as a mentor with the Los Angeles based non-profit The Fulfillment Fund, and as an industry professional volunteer working with East Los Angeles youths on short film productions for the Youth Employment Internship Program (YEIP).  Leutwyler is repped by Chris Mills at Magnet Management, and attorney David Fox at Myman, Abell, Fineman, Greenspan & Light.
CRAIG RICHEY – Composer 

A native of North Carolina, Craig Richey graduated from the Juilliard School of Music with a Master’s Degree in Piano Performance. He began scoring films in New York. His first score, When It’s Over, won critical praise in the LA Weekly. Soon after moving to Los Angels in 2000, Craig met writer/director Nicole Holofcener and has scored her last two films, Lovely & Amazing (Catherine Keener, Jake Gyllenhaal, Emily Mortimer, Brenda Blethen) and Friends With Money (Jennifer Anniston, Catherine Keener, Francis McDormand, Joan Cusack). Other recent credits include The September Issue, The Gymnast, Blue State (additional music - Anna Paquin and Breckin Meyer), The King of Kong, and Gardens Of The Night (Gillian Jacobs, Evan Ross, Tom Arnold and John Malkovich). Craig is a Sundance Composer’s Lab Fellow, invited to participate in the 2006 Lab at the Sundance Institute in Utah, and was recently invited to take part in the 2007 BMI Conductor’s Workshop. Also a singer-songwriter, Craig’s songs have been featured both in the films and on the soundtracks for Lovely & Amazing, Friends With Money, and The King of Kong. 
DAN ZANES – Original Music

Grammy Award winner Dan Zanes was a member of the Del Fuegos from the beginning to the end of the eighties, and with them made The Longest Day (1984), Boston, Mass (1985), Stand Up (1987), Smoking in the Fields (1989), and the hit single, “Don’t Run Wild.” In 1994, he released a solo CD, Cool Down Time, shortly after which he moved to Brooklyn, New York with his wife and daughter, where he then released Rocket Ship Beach (2000), an immediate hit with families around America, as well as with The New York Times Magazine, which said, “Zanes’ kids music works because it is not kids music; it’s just music—music that’s unsanitized, unpasteurized, that’s organic even.” His next CD, Family Dance (2001) featured Loudon Wainwright III and Roseanne Cash. 

Next in the Festival Five family series came Night Time! (2002)—featuring collaborations with Aimee Mann and Lou Reed—followed by the Grammy-nominated House Party (2003), a rambunctious 20-song collection that includes Deborah Harry, Bob Weir, and Philip Glass, as well as the Rubí Theater Company and Rankin Don (a.k.a. Father Goose). Sea Music, a collection of maritime songs that was the first CD in the Festival Five Folk Series, was cited in Rolling Stone’s Hot Issue in the category of Hot Maritime Sounds. The next CD in the folk series—Parades and Panoramas: 25 Songs Collected by Carl Sandburg for the American Songbag—is the disc on which Zanes’ scruffy troupe of musicians dragged the poet’s 1927 collection of songs kicking and screaming into this century, with traditional instruments, with tuba-driven electric guitars, with whatever it takes. And while no one was looking Zanes co-authored two picture book collaborations with the artist Donald Saaf: Jump Up! and Hello Hello (Little, Brown and Company Books), and appeared in the Dan Zanes and Friends concert DVD, All Around the Kitchen! (2005), recorded at the Knitting Factory in New York City.
In 2007, his Dan Zanes and Friends’ album Catch That Train! won the Grammy Award for Best Musical Album for Children (co-released with Starbucks/Hear Music). It is the one CD in America today that brings together the Kronos Quartet, the Blind Boys of Alabama, Father Goose (a.k.a. Wayne Rhoden), Zanes’ mother-in-law, and the children of South Africa’s Agape Orphanage to sing Zulu folk songs, an old labor organizing tune, a song about the joys of farming the English countryside, and of course a few train songs.


Zanes also spent some time in 2007 with bandmate Father Goose and longtime recording ally Rob Friedman co-producing It’s a Bam Bam Diddly!—a musical memoir of sorts, filled with Caribbean flavors and a cavalcade of great guests including Sister Carol, Sheryl Crow, Wayne Smith, Ansel Meditation, and Zanes himself.

One of Zanes’ favorite recording projects is ¡Nueva York!, or what he is often heard calling his “pro-immigration CD.” While the debate about who is eligible to live in the United States rages on, Zanes has been having a rocking time with new musical friends from the Latino world, celebrating some of the vibrant culture that comes with immigration. The result: a collection of songs from Puerto Rico, Mexico, Colombia, the Dominican Republic and other parts of the Spanish-speaking Americas which was released in the summer of 2008.

In February 2009, Zanes released The Welcome Table: Songs of Inspiration, Mystery and Good Times, a collection of old and (mostly) new DZAF recordings of tunes drawn primarily from North American gospel traditions put together to help create awareness for The New Sanctuary Movement—a coalition of interfaith religious leaders and participating congregations called by their faith to respond actively and publicly to the suffering of our immigrant brothers and sisters living in the United States. 

His latest album, 76 Trombones, featuring Broadway tunes, was released in November 2009. 

Apart from his cameo appearance in WONDERFUL WORLD, Zanes also appeared in Sam Mendes’s film, REVOLUTIONARY ROAD (2008).

Source: http://www.danzanes.com/pages/dan_zanes.php
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