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SYNOPSIS

After she arrives at her country home for a romantic weekend getaway, things don't go exactly as planned for high-powered Manhattan lawyer Louise (Meg Ryan).  First, her husband of 13 years, Ian (Timothy Hutton), tells her that he's leaving her for a younger woman (Kristen Bell).  Then, one thing leads to another, and pretty soon Ian finds himself held captive by  an oddly cool Louise who explains that she won't release him until he professes his love for her and commits to working on their marriage.  And that's when things REALLY start to go wrong.  The unexpected arrival of an opportunistic young gardener (Justin Long) and Ian's impatient mistress only serve to complicate the crisis even further, while somehow forcing Louise and Ian to reckon with their past and realistically deal with their future.

ABOUT THE FILM 
All couples go through a rough patch or two – misunderstandings, distractions, temptations.  Then there’s the weekend getaway for Louise and Ian (MEG RYAN and TIMOTHY HUTTON), the couple in crisis imagined at the heart of Adrienne Shelly’s screenplay for SERIOUS MOONLIGHT.  What begins with rose petals strewn in a path to the bedroom somehow ends up one bad argument later with Ian held captive and his patient wife determined to salvage their 13-year marriage.  

Following the popular and critical success of the independent comedy Waitress, which was written and directed by Adrienne Shelly, her husband Andy Ostroy considered SERIOUS MOONLIGHT as an appropriate follow-up project.  “I just felt that professionally, she was owed more than the success of Waitress,” Ostroy recalls today.  “Adrienne had a lot of completed scripts, and was actively developing SERIOUS MOONLIGHT and looking for a producer.  The script was already completed, ready to shoot, and I decided I would take the helm.  It was really done as a labor of love to get her work out there.”

Like Waitress, SERIOUS MOONLIGHT examines the mundane lives of seemingly typical people through moments of poignant hilarity and awkward self-awareness.  Louise, a lawyer from Manhattan deeply committed to both her husband and her career, finds her world suddenly turned upside-down when Ian confesses that he’s fallen in love with a much younger woman named Sara (KRISTEN BELL), and that he is planning on running away with her to Paris the following day.  Although Louise has a very pleasant disposition, she’s also determined not to let her life slip away from her without a fight – hence, when the opportunity presents itself to take control of the situation, she does what any strong woman would do and seizes the chance to set the stage for a conversation on her terms.   

Finding an actress to play the role of a woman going to extreme measures and balancing the comedic tone of the script with the more complex emotional characterization would be a challenge, as Andy Ostroy describes.  “You have a woman who, in the first act of the movie, gets jilted, then basically kidnaps her husband – and you have to root for her.”  Director Cheryl Hines thinks that Meg Ryan was an ideal choice for the part:  “Meg was very good at finding the brightness within Louise that is loveable and alluring.  Even though she’s taken an extreme measure, she’s sweet and sincere enough that the audience forgives it and understands this and maybe even says ‘I could have done that.’  Louise really has come undone, but at the same time, because of Meg’s touch and Adrienne’s writing, we understand why we should love her.”

Selecting Cheryl Hines, the Emmy-nominated actress (“Curb Your Enthusiasm”) who had co-starred with Adrienne Shelly and Keri Russell in Waitress, was also a boon for the production.  “We considered some very experienced directors at first ,” Ostroy remembers.  “There was a conversation [producer] Michael Roiff and I were having, where we looked each other at the same time and said ‘What about Cheryl?’  We knew she appreciated Adrienne’s writing, got her sensibilities, and what she was trying to do as a filmmaker.”

“Cheryl is also one of the funniest women I have ever met in my life,” Ostroy adds.  “She clearly had the humor.  It just became a very easy choice once her name was on the table for discussion.”  Although Hines would be a first-time feature film director, Ostroy felt confident in her experience and abilities and knew that the production would benefit from having Cheryl at the helm on the set.  “It also highlighted the mission of the Adrienne Shelly Foundation,” explains Ostroy, “which, among others support programs for women filmmakers, helps actresses take that leap to directing.”  Although the Foundation had no direct role in producing “Serious Moonlight,” Ostroy explains, “Intuitively, we all knew Cheryl was a perfect fit for the film. But it was gratifying to further the Foundation’s mission at the same time.”

For her part, Hines was excited to be part of a project that would require both herself and her actors to balance the outrageous comedic moments with the very serious business of negotiating the couple’s endangered relationship.  “I love the way Adrienne writes,” she says, “and the way she really captures what’s funny about people and life, and at the same time what’s heartbreaking.  I was drawn to telling a very simple story that gets very complicated, and I love the idea that the story almost all takes place within a day, but the characters change so much within that time.”

Hines also discovered that her training as an actor who specializes in improvisation served her well in her first assignment helming a feature-length film.  “Being an actress helps me communicate with the actors, of course,” she explains.  “But for the first few days, I’d go to bed thinking everything would have to be perfect the next day or we’d fall behind.  Once I learned how to trust Michael and Andy to take care of the off-set problems, and accept that no day was every going to go perfectly, I started to feel much more comfortable and more like myself.  On a film set, you can’t spend time getting upset that things aren’t going as planned.  In improv, because you’re not attached to what is going to happen next, you are always keeping your mind open.  I realized I didn’t have to panic that I didn’t know what was going to happen next as a director, and just started going with it.”

Hines duties also required asking a fellow actor – an Academy Award-winner no less – to spend a good portion of his working day tied up.  “The moment before a take where Tim Hutton is being strapped down -- those were some interesting moments in filmmaking,” says Hines dryly.  “We were shooting rather quickly so it wouldn’t be so taxing on him, but Tim was truly amazing.  He wanted to be strapped down, even during takes where he didn’t have to be, just so he could be consistent for the other performers.  He was very disciplined about staying in the moment, being that guy who’s in this ridiculous situation, so frustrated because he can’t move physically while being forced to change and deal with things emotionally.”

Ultimately, completing the film was not only a creative challenge, but a labor of love for all involved.  “Besides the regular pressure of making a movie, there was the added pressure of working with Adrienne’s script,” says Cheryl Hines.  “I knew I didn’t want to let her down, none of us did, and there were many times when I’d  be discussing something with Andy and Michael and we’d agree that Adrienne would have wanted it this way.  In her spirit, this film was a good time.  She would have wanted it to be a great, fun experience; she never took herself too seriously so we tried to approach it with that spirit.”

“When Waitress came out and was such a success,” says Andy Ostroy, “a lot of reviews referred to it as Adrienne’s ‘last film.’ So, it’s incredibly gratifying to know that audiences will now get to see another Adrienne Shelly story.  When we wrapped, as we thanked everyone, I told the cast and crew how happy and proud Adrienne would’ve been, and that we made a film much in the same way she would have. And she would’ve loved that there were so many of the Waitress crew who came together to make SERIOUS MOONLIGHT.  It was a true labor of love for so many people.” 

ABOUT THE ACTORS

MEG RYAN (Louise)

Following her work on SERIOUS MOONLIGHT, Meg Ryan starred in and co-produced the HBO mini-series “The Best Awful,” an adaptation of the Carrie Fisher novel.  Ryan will soon venture behind the camera as well.  She is attached to direct a movie for TNT based on the William Saroyan book, The Human Comedy.  Ryan has also published photographs in both New York Times Travel Magazine and Glamour.  

Last year, Ryan was recently seen in the remake of George Cukor’s 1930 film The Women, as well as in Jonathan Kasdan’s directorial debut In the Land of Women, opposite Adam Brody, and The Deal with William H. Macy (which premiered at the 2008 Sundance Film Festival).  In 2004, Ryan starred in the hit film Against the Ropes. She was also seen in Jane Campion’s In the Cut opposite Mark Ruffalo.  The film premiered at The Toronto Film Festival in 2003 and opened the London Film Festival of that same year. Ryan co-starred in the 2001 Miramax romantic comedy Kate and Leopold, opposite Hugh Jackman. Other recent work includes the Castle Rock thriller Proof of Life, and Diane Keaton’s comedy Hanging Up, in which she starred opposite Keaton, Lisa Kudrow and Walter Matthau. She also starred in Anthony Drazan’s searing independent film version of Hurlyburly, with Sean Penn, Chazz Palminteri, Gary Shandling, Kevin Spacey and Robin Wright Penn.

Ryan’s comedic appeal was widely recognized in her first Golden Globe-nominated performance as Sally Allbright in When Harry Met Sally, directed by Rob Reiner and written by Nora Ephron. She went on to star in Ephron’s hit romantic comedies Sleepless in Seattle and You’ve Got Mail, opposite Tom Hanks, garnering her second and third Golden Globe nominations.  Acclaim has also come to Ryan for her distinctive dramatic portraits, including her role opposite Denzel Washington as the first military woman nominated for a Medal of Honor in Courage Under Fire, directed by Ed Zwick, and her moving portrayal of a wonderful woman with a drinking problem in Luis Mandoki’s When a Man Loves a Woman, opposite Andy Garcia. For her performance opposite Kiefer Sutherland in the Sundance Institute’s Promised Land, she earned an Independent Spirit Award nomination. Ryan has also starred opposite Nicolas Cage in City of Angels, with Matthew Broderick in Addicted to Love, and with Kevin Kline in French Kiss.
Her additional film credits include I.Q., Anastasia, Innerspace, My Mom’s New Boyfriend, D.O.A., The Presidio, Joe versus the Volcano, The Doors, Prelude to a Kiss, Flesh and Bone, and Restoration.  A Fairfield, Connecticut native, Ryan embarked on her acting career after studying journalism at New York University. She made her motion picture debut as Candice Bergen’s daughter in Rich and Famous (directed by George Cukor), and attracted the attention of moviegoers and critics in her 1986 performance as a fighter pilot’s wife in Top Gun.
TIMOTHY HUTTON (Ian)
After winning an Academy Award, Golden Globe and Los Angeles Film Critics award for his performance in Robert Redford's Ordinary People, Timothy Hutton went on to star in numerous films, including Taps, Daniel, Falcon and the Snowman, Made in Heaven, Q & A, The General’s Daughter, French Kiss, and Beautiful Girls.  With Taps, he received his second Golden Globe Award nomination. Hutton was also seen in John Sayles' Sunshine State, opposite Jane Alexander, Angela Bassett, and Edie Falco. The film, released by Sony Pictures Classics in June 2002, opened to rave reviews. 
As a member of New York's Circle Repertory Company, Hutton originated the lead role in the Broadway Production of Craig Lucas' “Prelude to a Kiss” and starred in “Babylon Gardens” with Mary Louise Parker. In addition, Hutton appeared in the Los Angeles stage production of “The Oldest Living Graduate,” opposite Henry Fonda, which was later broadcast live on NBC. Hutton also directed Nicole Burdette's “Busted” for the New York-based theatre company, Naked Angels.
On television, Hutton produced and starred in Showtime's “Mr. and Mrs. Loving,” written and directed by Oscar-nominated Richard Friedenberg (A River Runs Through It), starred as the title character in Showtime’s acclaimed “Aldrich Ames:  Traitor Within,” and the docudrama “WW III” for the Fox Network. After starring in A&E's highly successful “Nero Wolfe:  The Golden Spiders,” the network went back to Hutton, who agreed to executive produce, direct and star in several additional “Nero Wolfe” adaptations. These highly acclaimed films premiered in Spring 2001 on A&E, with a repertoire of actors who co-star with Hutton and Maury Chaykin, and ran for two years.  
Working behind the camera, Hutton has directed a number of music videos, including “Drive” by the Cars, “Not Enough Love” by Don Henley, the Neil Young Concert Film “Freedom,” as well as an episode of Steven Spielberg's “Amazing Stories” entitled "Grandpa's Ghost," from a story he wrote.
In 2006, Hutton costarred in the critically acclaimed film The Good Shepherd alongside Robert DeNiro and Matt Damon. He can also be seen in The Last Mimzy directed by Bob Shaye, and When a Man Falls in the Forest in which he stars with Sharon Stone.  Awaiting release is The Killing Room directed by Jonathan Liebesman, and Roman Polanski’s The Ghost.  Hutton is currently starring in the TNT drama “Leverage,” executive produced and directed by Dean Devlin.
KRISTEN BELL (Sara)

A native of Detroit who graduated from New York University’s Tisch School of the Arts, Kristen Bell starred for three years as the title character on the series “Veronica Mars,” and has also been seen in roles on series like HBO’s acclaimed “Deadwood,” NBC’s “Heroes,”  “American Dream,” “The Shield,” and “Everwood.”  She also starred in the Showtime production of “Reefer Madness,” based on the off-Broadway hit play (which Bell also starred in).  Her other television movie credits include “Gracie’s Choice” with Diane Ladd and Anne Heche, and “The King and Queen of Moonlight Bay” with Tim Matheson and Ed Asner.  

Last year, Bell appeared as the title character in the romantic comedy Forgetting Sarah Marshall, which followed roles in the feature films Pulse, the comedy Fanboys, David Mamet’s Spartan, and the independent feature Fifty Pills. Her upcoming roles in 2009 include When in Rome with Josh Duhamel and Danny DeVito, and Couple’s Retreat with Vince Vaughn and Jason Bateman.  A trained singer, Bell appeared in the Los Angeles Opera’s all-star production of Stephen Sondheim’s “A Little Night Music,” and her legit stage credits include the Broadway productions of “The Crucible” (with Laura Linney and Liam Neeson), “Tom Sawyer,” and the original play “Sneaux.”
JUSTIN LONG (Todd)

With a knack for witty antics and comedic performances, Justin Long has established himself as a natural talent in film and television.  Already this year, he appeared in New Line’s adaption of the popular book, He’s Just Not that Into You as part of the ensemble cast made up of Ben Affleck, Jennifer Aniston, Drew Barrymore, Ginnifer Goodwin, and Scarlett Johansson.  Coming up this year, Justin will star in Weinstein Company’s Youth in Revolt, alongside Michael Cera and Steve Buscemi as well as the lead role opposite Alison Lohman in Sam Raimi’s, Drag Me to Hell due out in May 2009.  Other projects due to release in 2009 include the comedy Patriotville with Emmanuelle Chriqui, as well as the voice of “Lem” in New Line’s animated family film, Planet 51.
In 2007, Justin starred in two blockbuster hits including Live Free or Die Hard opposite Bruce Willis and as the voice of Alvin in Alvin and the Chipmunks.  He also appeared in the Adam Sandler-produced Strange Wilderness along with Steve Zahn and had a cameo in Vince Vaughn’s Wild West Comedy Show.  
As a member of Vassar College’s comedy troupe, Laughingstock, Justin got his start in the comedy world which led him to his first starring roles such as Galaxy Quest and Jeepers Creepers.  He then shifted to the small screen for his role on the quirky NBC series “Ed” and ventured into the world of offbeat comedies with his first box-office success, Dodgeball: A True Underdog Story. From there, he went on to play roles in comedies such as Universal’s Accepted produced by Tom Shadyac, and The Break-Up opposite Vince Vaughn and Jennifer Aniston. In addition to his film career, Justin has established himself as a household name with his portrayal as the “Mac Guy” in the Apple “Mac vs. PC” commercials.
ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

CHERYL HINES (Director)

Cheryl Hines is a two-time Emmy nominee for her role as Cheryl David on HBO's Golden Globe Award-winning series "Curb Your Enthusiasm," the brainchild of “Seinfeld” co-creator Larry David.  The show, currently in production on its highly anticipated seventh season, has been nominated for numerous Emmy Awards including “Best Comedy Series.”  She is also simultaneously shooting a starring role, opposite Megan Mullally, in the ABC series "In the Motherhood," a single camera comedy series chronicling the hilarious ups and downs of motherhood that premieres in March.
 

Behind the camera, Hines has produced and directed various television projects, including the award-winning comedy series “Campus Ladies” for the Oxygen Channel and the Starz Networks   original comedy series "Hollywood Residential."    

She is also one of Hollywood's busiest actresses with starring roles in a number of critically acclaimed feature films and box office hits including RV, Waitress and The Grand.  She has a number of feature films scheduled for release in 2009 including the independent feature Bart Got a Room, (opening April 3rd) with William H. Macy; the Sam Mendes-directed Away We Go (opening July 3rd) with John Krasinski and Maya Rudolph; and the romantic comedy The Ugly Truth, with Katherine Heigl and Gerard Butler. 
 

ADRIENNE SHELLY (Screenwriter)

Adrienne Shelly made her debut as an actress in Hal Hartley’s acclaimed independent feature The Unbelievable Truth in 1989, and followed that up by starring in Hartley’s Trust.  For the next decade and a half she starred in a number of independent films, including Joan Micklin Silver’s Big Girls Don’t Cry, They Get Even, Rory Kelly’s Sleep with Me, Grind with Billy Crudup, the period drama Wrestling with Alligators, Revolution #9, and Factotum with Matt Dillon.  She also guest starred in episodes of the television series “Homicide:  Life on the Street,” “Early Edition,” “Oz,” and “Law & Order.”

Shelly wrote and directed a number of short films before helming her first feature, Sudden Manhattan, in which she starred with Tim Guinee. That was followed by I’ll Take You There, in 1999, which starred Ally Sheedy, Ben Vereen, and Shelly herself (in a supporting role).  In 2005, Shelly directed the hit feature Waitress, which co-starred Keri Russell, Cheryl Hines, Jeremy Sisto, and Andy Griffith.  The film earned Shelly an Independent Spirit Award nomination for Best Screenplay, as well as winning awards at several film festivals.  After her death in 2006 before the release of Waitress, her husband, Andy Ostroy, founded the Adrienne Shelly Foundation, which awards grants and scholarships to women filmmakers.

ANDY OSTROY (Producer)

President of All for A films, Andy Ostroy is a film producer, marketing entrepreneur, political analyst, and founder of the non-profit foundation that bears the name of his late wife, Adrienne Shelly, who wrote, directed and starred in 2007's hit film Waitress. He is currently in development with another of Ms. Shelly's scripts, “The Morgan Stories.”  On the political side, he is a regular contributor to the website The Huffington Post, and has appeared in the New York Times, and on WABC-TV, WCBS-TV, Air America Radio, MSNBC's “Hardball with Chris Matthews,” and Fox News. He lives in Tribeca with his youngest daughter Sophie and their cat and dog.   

MICHAEL ROIFF (Producer)

Named one of Variety’s “10 Producers To Watch” for 2007, Michael Roiff is an independent film producer living and working in Los Angeles, California.  His first feature film, Waitress, premiered at the 2007 Sundance Film Festival where it was acquired by Fox Searchlight. The film, written and directed by Adrienne Shelly and starring Keri Russell was released in the spring of 2007 and has since grossed over $22 million worldwide.
Later that year Michael produced Director Neil Abramson’s American Son starring Nick Cannon, which also premiered at Sundance and was picked up by Miramax and Starz for distribution.  Roiff’s next film, Ball Don’t Lie, premiered at the 2008 Tribeca Film Festival and was released in the summer of 2009. The film, written and directed by Brin Hill, follows the story of a young boy bounced around by the foster care system who finds a true family playing streetball inside a Venice gym. It co-stars an ensemble cast including Chris “Ludacris” Bridges, Nick Cannon, Emilie de Ravin and Rosanna Arquette.
In addition to several other feature titles in development, Michael is currently prepping White Hot and Exodus on the feature side, as well as developing Chloe Does College with MTV as Roiff’s Night & Day Pictures moves into television production for the first time.

NANCY SCHREIBER (Director of Photography)

An industry professional for over three decades, Nancy Schreiber has credits on dozens of film, television, and video productions, and include feature films, shorts, and documentaries.  She was tapped in 1992 to lens the award-winning documentary Visions of Light, which documented the art of motion picture camerawork.  Other documentary credits include The Celluloid Closet (for which she received an Emmy nomination), PBS’s “American Experience,” “Forever Hollywood,” “A Personal Journey with Martin Scorcese Through American Movies,” and “Shooting War” produced by Tom Hanks (about combat photographers in WWII).   Her other credits include Chain of Desire; the Emmy-winning “Lush Life” with Jeff Goldblum; Neil LaBute’s Your Friends and Neighbors; The Source with Johnny Depp; the Chinese film Shadow Magic starring Jared Harris; Book of Shadows:  Blair Witch 2; Kevin Bacon’s Loverboy with Kyra Sedgwick; the HBO series “The Comeback” starring Lisa Kudrow; and The Nines with Ryan Reynolds.  Her upcoming projects include Motherhood with Uma Thurman; A Beautiful Life with Bai Ling and Dana Delany; The Six Wives of Henry Lefay with Tim Allen and Elisha Cuthbert; Every Day with Liev Schreiber and Helen Hunt; and Spectacular Regret with Christopher MacDonald and 50 Cent.

STEVEN RASCH (Editor)

Steven Rasch is a four-time Emmy nominee and ACE Award winner for his work on the HBO Series “Curb Your Enthusiasm.”  His other television credits include “Jesse,” “Spin City,” “Entourage,” “Big Day,” “Zoey 101,” and “The Flight of the Conchords.”  He edited Jeff Garlin’s feature comedy I Want Someone to Eat Cheese With, Barry Sonnenfeld’s TV movie “Hackett,” and ABC Family’s “Happy Campers.”

CECIL GENTRY (Production Designer)
Since making his debut as production designer with the film Swimming with Sharks starring Kevin Spacey, Cecil Gentry’s credits include The Trojan War with Jennifer Love Hewitt, Below Utopia with Alyssa Milano, the thriller The Shadow Men, Harlem Aria with Damon Wayans, the comedy Adam and Steve, Ghosts Never Sleep with Faye Dunaway, and the family film Spy School. 

ANDREW HOLLANDER (Music)

Andrew Hollander’s credits date back to Wrestling with Alligators, which co-starred Adrienne Shelly.  He later collaborated with Shelly on her features I’ll Take You There and Waitress, as well as her short “The Shadows of Bob and Zelda.”  His other credits as composer include Jeremy Stein’s The Photographer, the Sundance hit Rhythm of the Saints, Gray Matters with Heather Graham, and the upcoming Jack and Addie with Peter Krause.  He has also composed for major advertising campaigns, including American Express, Coca-Cola, Verizon, and Dasani (in a spot directed by filmmaker Wes Anderson).  Hollander is a graduate of UMass and a former member of the band Mr. Henry, where he opened up for groups like Counting Crows, Live, and Squirrel Nut Zippers.
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