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SYNOPSIS

The directorial debut of Oscar-nominated actor Casey Affleck, I’M STILL HERE is a striking portrayal of a tumultuous year in the life of internationally acclaimed actor Joaquin Phoenix. With remarkable access, I’M STILL HERE follows the Oscar-nominee as he announces his retirement from a successful film career in the fall of 2008 and sets off to reinvent himself as a hip hop musician. Sometimes funny, sometimes shocking, and always riveting, the film is a portrait of an artist at a crossroads. Defying expectations, it deftly explores notions of courage and creative reinvention, as well as the ramifications of a life spent in the public eye.

 ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

JOAQUIN PHOENIX 

Joaquin Phoenix was born in Puerto Rico and began his acting career at an early age with television appearances on such hit shows as "Hill Street Blues,” "The Fall Guy” and "Morningstar/Eveningstar.” His work in television led to his first feature role in SpaceCamp followed by Russkies and Ron Howard’s comedy Parenthood. Several years later he starred opposite Nicole Kidman in Gus Van Sant’s To Die For, following this with Inventing The Abbotts and U-Turn with Sean Penn.

Phoenix went on to star opposite Vince Vaughan in Return to Paradise and Clay Pigeons. He followed this with Joel Schumacher’s thriller 8mm. Shortly after, he earned his first Academy Award nomination for his role in Ridley Scott’s Oscar-winning Best Picture, Gladiator. In addition to nominations for the Oscar, the Golden Globe and the British Academy BAFTA Award, he received awards as Best Supporting Actor from the National Board of Review and The Broadcast Films Critics Association. 

For the Oscar-nominated film Quills, Phoenix won a Broadcast Film Critics Award for Best Supporting Actor. That same year, he starred opposite Mark Wahlberg in James Gray’s The Yards and followed this with Signs and The Village for M. Night Shyamalan. 

In 2006, Phoenix received his second Academy Award nomination for his performance as Johnny Cash in Walk the Line. He also won the Golden Globe as Best Actor in a Musical and received additional nominations for BAFTA, SAG, BFCA and Chicago Film Critics Awards. 
His extensive body of work also includes It's All About Love, Buffalo Soldiers, Ladder 49 and Terry George’s Hotel Rwanda. He was last seen on the screen in Reservation Road opposite Jennifer Connelly, his second film with Terry George, and We Own the Night, reuniting with Mr. Gray.
In the fall of 2008, he announced his retirement from acting, shifting gears to pursue a career in music. 
CASEY AFFLECK
Casey Affleck received an Oscar nomination for Best Supporting Actor for his performance performance in the Warner Bros. release THE ASSASSINATION OF JESSE JAMES BY THE COWARD ROBERT FORD.  

Most recently seen starring in Michael Winterbottom’s THE KILLER INSIDE ME, he has also appeared in such films as Tony Goldwyn's THE LAST KISS, and GONE, BABY, GONE for Miramax, based on Dennis Lehane's novel of the same title, and adapted for the screen and directed by Ben Affleck. He has also played the role of 'Virgil Malloy' in all three of Steven Soderbergh's OCEAN’S trilogy. 
A screenwriter as well as an actor, Affleck recently penned the original screenplay for AARDVARK ART’S ARK, an animated family film that he will also Executive Produce for Warner Bros.  The film tells the story of a family of animals who set sail on Noah's Ark find wild adventures when the waters get dangerous. 

On stage, he appeared in Kenneth Lonergan's West End debut of the Award winning play "This is Our Youth."  Affleck played the role of 'Warren' alongside Matt Damon and Summer Phoenix. 

Previously, Affleck co-wrote with and starred alongside Matt Damon in Gus Van Sant's independent road movie GERRY.  He has also appeared in Van Sant's GOOD WILL HUNTING and TO DIE FOR, and HAMLET with Ethan Hawke and Julia Stiles.
Additional films include LONESOME JIM, SOUL SURVIVORS, AMERICAN PIE 2, ATTENTION SHOPPERS, COMMITTED, DROWNING MONA, FLOATING, AMERICAN PIE, 200 CIGARETTES, DESERT BLUE and RACE THE SUN.  

On television, he was seen in the ABC mini-series "The Kennedys of Massachusetts" and the PBS telefilm, "Lemon Sky" based on Lanford Wilson's play and starring Kevin Bacon.      

I’M STILL HERE is his directorial debut. 
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