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SYNOPSIS

This portrait of Washington super lobbyist Jack Abramoff—from his early years as a gung-ho member of the GOP political machine to his final reckoning as a disgraced, imprisoned pariah—confirms the adage that truth is indeed stranger than fiction. A tale of international intrigue with Indian casinos, Russian spies, Chinese sweatshops, and a mob-style killing in Miami, this is the story of the way money corrupts our political process. Oscar-winning filmmaker Alex Gibney once again wields the tools of his trade with the skill of a master. Following the ongoing indictments of federal officials and exposing favor trading in our nation's capital, Gibney illuminates the way our politicians' desperate need to get elected—and the millions of dollars it costs—may be undermining the basic principles of American democracy. Infuriating, yet undeniably fun to watch, CASINO JACK is a saga of greed and corruption with a cynical villain audiences will love to hate.

ABOUT THE FILM 
“There's no place out there for graft, or greed, or lies . . .”

-- Jefferson Smith, Mr. Smith Goes To Washington
High rollers in Indian casinos, hookers in Saipan, a murdered Greek tycoon, Cold War spy novels, plush trips to paradise . . .  and the United States Congress.  These are among the intriguing clues that add up to the epic mystery behind one of the greatest attempted heists in American history. 
It’s a twisting tale in which a small group of charming con men use the power of the purse, the zealotry of religion and bare-knuckled political brawling to loot the American government for fun, ideals and profit.  It’s about ambitious young men who wanted to change the world, the politicians who needed their money, the corporations and gambling-rich tribes who desired their influence -- and how millions were extorted and the foundations of our democracy imperiled in the toxic mix of power and cash.  

From Academy Award®-winning filmmaker Alex Gibney (Taxi to The Dark Side, Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room) comes the outrageous inside story of CASINO JACK and The United States Of Money. Revealing our broken system of lobbying and campaign finance, the film is a true American comedy . . . but the joke is alarmingly on us.
Gibney exposes the inner workings of an out-of-control system by following the incredible trail of megalobbyist Jack Abramoff, a.k.a. Casino Jack, as he rises to Washington’s most sought-after power merchant and falls as a disgraced convict. Featuring insider accounts from those closest to the now-jailed Abramoff – including former House Majority Leader Tom DeLay (resigned), former Congressman Bob Ney (served 17 months), Ney’s former Chief of Staff Neil Volz (sentenced to probation and community service) and Abramoff associate Adam Kidan (served 26 months) – the film is the most disturbing and audaciously entertaining look at rapacious greed, corruption and thirst for power since, well, Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room.
.Is CASINO JACK and The United States Of Money about an idealistic man corrupted beyond belief by the crookedness of Washington?  Or is it about a system that allows backroom wheeling and dealing to control what rightfully belongs to the American people? It turns out they’re the same story.  
Magnolia Pictures in Association with Participant and GOOD and Jigsaw Productions Present CASINO JACK and The United States Of Money, written and directed by Alex Gibney.  The producers are Gibney, Alison Ellwood and Zena Barakat and the executive producers are Jeff Skoll, Diane Weyermann & Ben Goldhirsch and Mark Cuban, Todd Wagner & Bill Banowsky.  Alison Ellwood (Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room) is also the editor.  

ABOUT THE PRODUCTION
“I frankly don’t even remember having my picture taken with the guy.”

-- President George W. Bush, asked about lobbyist Jack Abramoff

Alex Gibney has made some of the most entertaining and provocative non-fiction films of our times.  He turned the story of a massive corporate disaster into a riveting drama of greed, arrogance and betrayal in the acclaimed Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room.  Next he unraveled the mystery of a young Afghani taxi driver’s disappearance into a gripping, eye-opening thriller in the Academy Award® winning Taxi To The Dark Side.  
Now, Gibney turns his camera on a profoundly American story about high ideals, irresistible temptations, brazen ambition and outlandish behavior as he probes the secret history of the man many have called “the king of corruption” -- super-lobbyist Jack Abramoff.  

It’s a true story but it plays out like an outrageous dark comedy about how the combination of money, power and a shameless lack of restraint snowballed into a calamitous and criminal downfall – only, as Gibney emphasizes, “the joke is on us.”  
Gibney felt compelled to tell Abramoff’s sometimes comical, often shocking, story not only because he has long been fascinated by the machinations of corruption in human affairs.  He was also drawn to it because the subject of big money in Washington has never been more incendiary, disturbing or relevant than it is right now at a time when a mind-boggling $3,270,000,000 dollars a year is being spent on hiring lobbyists to influence the political system– in such hot-button areas as healthcare, defense and banking reform, that most effect everyone’s daily lives. 
“I was intrigued by Abramoff because his is a larger-than-life story.  I was also drawn to one of the most important topics in our democracy right now:  how much money is in play throughout Washington and how it is manipulating and distorting the American system,” says Gibney. “Political influence has become a high-stakes game and Jack was playing that game to the hilt. For me, CASINO JACK and the United States of Money had that magic mix of an outrageous true story with a vitally important issue.”  

THE MAN WHO BOUGHT WASHINGTON:

INTRODUCING JACK 

“Jack is one of a kind.  I mean, Jack Abramoff could sweet talk a dog off a meat truck. 

 He’s that persuasive . . .”

Former Congressional Aide and Lobbyist Neil Volz

Like most Americans, Gibney first learned of the Jack Abramoff affair as it played out in splashy newspaper headlines throughout 2004 and 2005.  That’s when the story first broke that Abramoff, one of the most powerful and desired lobbyists in Washington, was under investigation for his role in the purchase of a fleet of SunCruz gambling boats from a Florida businessman who was brutally murdered, gangland style.  Simultaneously, Abramoff was called before the Senate to testify (or rather, to not testify, since he took the Fifth Amendment) about the extraordinary sums of money his lobbying firm had taken from a handful of Native American tribes running casinos.
The lurid story quickly expanded, then exploded, as it became increasingly clear that Abramoff was at the center of a massive influence-peddling scandal that threatened to take down multiple Congressman who had received large donations from Abramoff’s clients, apparently in exchange for political favors.
 In some ways, it was business as usual in Washington, but Abramoff had become so overconfident, he had taken things right to the edge of legality . . . and then over it.  Driving the story was Abramoff himself, whose outsized personality, brazen self-belief and flamboyance were legendary, who not only was Washington’s most powerful lobbyist but ran one of Washington’s hottest restaurants (its motto: liberal portions in a conservative setting) and was a hero among conservative activists as one of the fervid leaders behind the surging Republican rise in government. 
In January of 2006, Abramoff pled guilty to charges of fraud, tax evasion and conspiracy to bribe public officials and he, along with his SunCruz associate Adam Kidan, was sentenced to 5 years and 10 months in prison (his sentence was later reduced to 4 years).  

But that was by no means the end of the story.  The money trail, winding through a maze of false front organization and fake think tanks, would lead further and further up the power chain, as it was revealed that some 210 members of Congress had received money from Abramoff and his clients.  The resulting probes, which are still ongoing, would help to end the career of House Majority Leader Tom DeLay, who resigned in 2006 hounded by legal investigations, and lead all the way to potential (if never prosecuted) connections to the Bush Administration.  
And yet, for all the hoopla and frenzy that surrounded the story, little has changed in its immediate wake.  Jack Abramoff is in jail, but the lobbying and campaign finance systems he so boldly and brilliantly bilked to the hilt, remain largely intact, ready to explode into new scandals at any moment, and turning our legislative system into a marketplace not of ideas – but of cold, hard cash.  
This is what struck Alex Gibney as he began his own journey into the dark, shady heart of the Abramoff story.  “At the end of the day, what’s calling the tune in Washington is money,” states Gibney.  “When you introduce so much money into the system, you eliminate political debate.  Benjamin Franklin, the one on the dollar bill, speaks far more persuasively that any impassioned argument.  And when money becomes the primary value, our democracy becomes morally bankrupt.”
He continues: “It’s not that our politicians are bad people, but they’re responding to the irresistible temptations and the incentives they’ve been given.  That’s what fascinated me about Jack.  He didn’t start out to be a crook.  He was an idealist but, because he was an idealist, he believed that no matter what he did, he was on the side of right, so the ends always justified the means.  Money became the mechanism by which he could accomplish things -- and that’s where corruption starts.” 
Gibney sums up:  “The story of Jack Abramoff is not about a bad apple in the barrel.  It’s about a rotten barrel and how Jack became a spectacular apple inside it, an example of a man who took self-interest to the extreme and ran amok.  I believe Jack can be understood best not as a criminal but as a zealot who did what he did because he believed it was right.”  

IF I WERE A RICH MAN: 

GETTING TO KNOW JACK

“I’m the access for the money, you’re the access for the power.  

It’s a perfect circle.”

-- Tom Rodgers, Lobbyist for Carlyle Consulting on the Jack Abramoff Method

When Gibney set out to understand how Jack Abramoff came to be widely dubbed the most corrupt man ever in America, he knew there would daunting obstacles, to say the least, ahead.  To begin with, the very subject of his film was imprisoned, and federal investigations were ongoing into his vast web of political relationships.  Still, Gibney was determined to get Abramoff’s insight into the story, to get a real, personal sense of the man in person, which he did in four separate prison visits.  The more he got to know Abramoff, the more he began to understand the essence of his character.

“I began to see Jack as man who wanted to be a kind of secret agent,” he explains.  “He’s a political zealot and he saw a lobbying as a way to work for what he believed in, yet entirely in the shadows, shifting opinion in surreptitious ways.  He was able to do all these things – persuade members of Congress, influence the details of legislation – and it was all under the radar.  He fancied himself as a spymaster.”  

While Gibney was able to talk at length privately with Abramoff, he was not allowed any access to the man on camera. Instead, he persuaded the other key players in the scandal, several of whom had already served jail time, to speak out in a series of candid, revealing interviews that illuminate both the dramatic details and the larger human dimensions of Abramoff’s story.  These include former House Majority Leader Tom DeLay, who resigned under pressure; former Representative Bob Ney, who served time in jail, and Ney’s former aide-turned-lobbyist, Neil Volz, who did community service after cooperating with federal authorities, as well as Adam Kidan, who is now serving out his sentence.

“The first trick was to go out and see what else had been done about Abramoff.  I looked at Peter Stone’s book Heist about Abramoff and the extensive writing of Matthew Continetti at The National Standard,” says Gibney. “The next trick was to start reaching out to people. In all the coverage I’d read and seen, it always seemed there was something missing and I wanted to talk to people who could get a little deeper into it.  I particularly wanted to probe the comedy of the story even as it illuminates the darkest corners of our political system.  It was a vast story and would take a lot of digging, but we found people who were stunning in terms of their honesty and their ability to shed light on how they manipulated the system and what drove them to do it.”  

He continues: “I was helped a lot in this by co-producer Zena Barakat, who has been a producer for Nightline, and was great at getting people to talk.”  

Gibney further sought out the journalists who broke open the Abramoff story and the writers and pundits who have analyzed it in fresh ways.  These include Pulitzer Prize-winning investigative journalist Susan Schmidt, who broke the story in a series of headline-making articles for the Washington Post; reporter Shawn Martin, who followed the angle of the Indian tribes for the Lake Charles American Press; Thomas Frank, author of The Wrecking Crew: How Conservatives Ruined Government, Enriched Themselves and Beggared The Nation; Robert G. Kaiser, author of So Damn Much Money: The Triumph of Lobbying and the Corrosion of American Government; and Nina Easton, author of Gang of Five: Leaders at the Center of the Conservative Crusade.

Other interviewees range from the conservative political analyst J. Michael Waller to Melanie Sloan, Executive Director of Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics (CREW) in Washington, to lobbyists Khalid Saffuri, Tom Rodgers and Ron Platt, to Tigua Tribal Governor Carlos Hisa, to lifeguard-turned-fake-CEO Dave Grosh, as well as political insiders including Representatives Dana Rohrabacher and George Miller of California and Senator Peter Fitzgerald of Illinois (who blatantly states:  “campaign financing is a form of legalized bribery.”)  

Once people were in front of the cameras, Gibney captured them opening up in dramatic and lively ways, hungry for the chance to tell their own stories.  

“Most of the people we approached didn’t want to talk,” admits Gibney.  “But that is the case with most of my films.  You have to be patient.  You wait and you build trust over time.  You try to convince people that they’re going to be treated fairly and that you really want to hear what they have to say.  I’m not doing ‘gotcha’ interviews – I want each person to have their say and I’m truly there to get their personal perspective. In this case, timing was key, because people like Adam Kidan and Bob Ney, who had already been convicted, were much more willing to be forthcoming than they would have been if they were still under legal investigation.”

“Now,” the director goes on, “they were able to be completely honest and that was really refreshing.  You appreciate their naked candor.”

That was especially true with Neil Volz, whose regrets and dismay at his own actions vividly emerge as he lays out his own inside story of bribery and moral corrosion.  “With Neil, he really hadn’t talked to anyone else and I think he had things he wanted to say,” comments Gibney.  “The first thing we did was go out and have a beer together and it was clear to me that he felt liberated to finally be able to really reflect on his role in this.”  

Equally intriguing was the interview with Tom DeLay, who has gone from the House Majority Leader known as “The Hammer” to a down-and-out “Dancing With The Stars” competitor in the space a few years.  “Tom DeLay was really interesting because he represents a very strongly-hold opinion in this country that we should just open the floodgates and allow money to flow in unlimited amounts through Washington,” notes Gibney.  “He expresses that forthrightly and without equivocation, and I like that we were able to present his POV so clearly in the film.  He lays it out the way he believes it, and that has not changed.”  

GIMME FIVE:

INVESTIGATING JACK

“What happens when you turn Congress over to money interests?. . . 

The Abramoff crisis – hell, that was just the beginning.”

-- Thomas Frank, Author of The Wrecking Crew
Alex Gibney focuses the first part of CASINO JACK and the United States of Money on the one-of-a-kind early rise of Jack Abramoff from the 12 year-old who took up Conservative Judaism after seeing Fiddler on the Roof to the decorated Beverly Hills High weight lifter to a devoted member of the College Republicans to a low-budget action filmmaker making anti-Communist spy thrillers. 
 In exposing Abramoff’s youth, the film also becomes a revealing look at the rise of an elite group of conservative, Republican insiders driven by a near-revolutionary fervor to alter the American political landscape.  Along with fellow College Republicans Ralph Reed and Grover Norquist, Abramoff is seen as part of a trio (all three of whom would become hugely influential when President George W. Bush entered office) who were equally fueled by free market ideology and the wild intrigue of spy novels to find ways to create political change . . . by hook or by crook. 

To Gibney, this portrait of Abramoff as a true believer was key to the film’s powerful portrait of crime in the midst of high ideals.  “I think once you see these guys as passionate political figures rather than simply dealmakers, everything changes,” says Gibney.  “A lot of people think it’s the height of irony that these guys were zealots and idealists and highly religious, but I don’t think it’s ironic at all.  I think sometimes when you believe you are on the side of right you also believe that you can’t do a bad deed, because it’s all for a holy cause.  In my experience, that’s how corruption starts.”  

The film also jets off, following Abramoff’s high-flying trail, on an eye-opening trip to the tropical Northern Marianas Islands, a string of 15 small islands (3 that are inhabited) in the Pacific Ocean that was once a territory of the United States and is now a commonwealth in political union with the U.S.  The Marianas became a hotbed of activity in the clothing industry when companies realized they could use a “Made in the USA” tag on clothes manufactured there – without having to worry about US labor laws.  

Tom DeLay – whom Abramoff flew to the islands, along with other lawmakers, on luxury junkets -- refers to the islands as a “Petri dish for pure capitalism.”  But Gibney’s trip revealed that serious human rights violations were rife on the island at the time Abramoff was working there, as contract workers from dozens of Asian countries were forced into a form of 21st Century slave labor and women were chained to their sewing machines.  

“It was really important to actually go the Marianas Islands because there were details missing in that part of the story – and the devil is always in the details,” explains Gibney.  “I made it a mission to go there and see it for myself.  I think for Abramoff and his cronies the Marianas wasn’t about exploitation, it was about being very successful lobbyists and getting the job done, and as far as they were concerned, everything was completely legal.   But what was really going on there was outrageous.  It’s a stunningly cinematic story because it was all a grand illusion – they were portraying slavery as freedom and getting away with it.”  

Gibney also went to visit the Tigua Indians in the Texas Borderlands, which brings out another extraordinary aspect of the Abramoff story:  the exploitation of Native American tribes looking for great political clout, as well as more profitable casinos, in a system that has repeatedly betrayed them.  There, the stark, raw, iconic American landscape of the Southwest serves as an unspoken reminder of something lost in the national soul.  

“It was fun and expanding to go to some of these places – to the Marianas and the tribal lands – and I think it’s important, too.  Because this might look like it’s a Washington story but it’s really a story for all of us,” notes Gibney.  “It’s a human story about how power works.”  

Perhaps fittingly, the hardest place of all to shoot was the one place that purportedly belongs to all Americans:  The United State Capitol.  “Nancy Pelosi’s office refused as access to the U.S. Capitol,” Gibney muses.  “We were told it was open only to ‘legitimate news organizations.’  This really hit home because it says something fundamental about the system:  it looks wide open, but it’s all too often really closed.”  

Bursting open some of our most tightly-held convictions about American institutions, Gibney also delves into pop culture portraits of our government, splicing into his story clips from Hollywood classics such Mr. Smith Goes To Washington, Patton and The Manchurian Candidate – as well as nostalgic “Schoolhouse Rock” footage of the animated music video “I’m Just a Bill,” which details the way laws are supposedly passed in Congress – but leaves out the now all-pervasive element of money.  

“There’s a certain innocent, doe-eyed view of Washington that we still want to believe in that comes across in Mr. Smith Goes to Washington and ‘I’m a Bill,” Gibney says.  “We want to believe our representatives are working for us and not only their big financial contributors.  We want to believe our democracy is intact, and we yearn to go back to those fundamental American ideas.”  

And yet, recent events have only further shaken the public confidence in America’s moral foundations.  In the wake of the banking and financial upheavals of 2008 and 2009 and in the midst of American’s worst recession since the 1930s, the story of men looting and bribing inside the political system might become not just comically outrageous, but cathartically outraging.  

“The Abramoff story is like a good wine – it’s become even more important with age,” says Gibney.  “It was one of those scandals that, while it was unfolding, seemed like it was going to change everything.  But lawmakers and lobbyists have made no significant efforts at reform.  In some ways, they’ve ramped things up even more, with Congressmen reading pharmaceutical lobbyist talking points in recent hearings.  The need for lawmakers to raise vast amounts of money to get elected has so far trumped the movement for change.  Politicians still believe they are doing what has to be done to be successful within the system.  Abramoff himself can’t believe that he was pilloried for what many are still doing.”  

“At the end of the day, we have to realize that our government is being hijacked by the money,” sums up Gibney, “and until we get big money out of Washington, our democracy will continue to be in peril of being abused and destroyed, even by those who want to believe in high morals.”  

JACK AND HIS WEB:

The Major Players

JACK ABRAMOFF

Status:  Incarcerated

Background: Jack Abramoff was born into a well-heeled family, growing up in New Jersey and Beverly Hills, where he was a record-setting high school weightlifter.  His father, Frank, was the President of the franchise unit of Diner’s Club International and had connections to Ronald Reagan, who later became Jack’s political idol.  Jack began his devoted involvement with conservative politics during his undergraduate years at Brandeis University, and while his getting his law degree at Georgetown, and went on to be elected Chairman of the College Republican National Committee.  

In 1985, Abramoff became involved in Citizens for America (CFA), a group intended to build support for freedom fighters in Nicaragua and elsewhere.  He joined with Jonas Savimbi, the notoriously brutal opposition leader in the war-torn African nation of Angola, to organize a “convention” of rebel guerrillas from Afghanistan, Nicaragua. Angola and Laos, which convened in remote Jamba, Angola. After he returned, he leaves CFA amid allegations that he mismanaged funds. He spent the years of 1988-1994 in Hollywood, serving as President of Regency Entertainment, and producing the low-budget, anti-Communist thriller RED SCORPION, starring famed muscleman Dolph Lundgren.   

In 1994, Abramoff became a lobbyist with Preston Gates & Ellis LLP.  During this time, he first began working with clients in the Indian Gaming business, with Russian energy companies and with the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas Islands, where goods could then be manufactured with a “MADE IN THE USA” label without adhering to U.S. labor laws.  In 2001, Abramoff joined the Government Relations division of the international law firm of Greenberg Traurig It was here that he assembled a dream team of ambitious young lobbyists known as Team Abramoff.  In addition to continuing to work with Indian casinos, his clients included the government of Malaysia, the Government of Sudan and the global manufacturing company Tyco Inc. 

In the Fall of 2004, the Senate Indian Affairs Committee began holding hearings investigating claims that Abramoff and his lobbying team defrauded tribes of millions of dollars.  In addition, federal investigators begin looking more closely at a deal Abramoff and Adam Kidan made to purchase the SunCruz Casinos gambling boat line in 2000 when its original owner was gunned down in Florida.

On January 3, 2006, Abramoff pled guilty to federal felony counts of conspiracy, wire fraud, mail fraud and tax evasion.  He was sentenced on March 29, 2006 to 70 months in federal prison with 3 years probation and was ordered to pay a total of $21.7 million in restitution.  His sentence was reduced to 4 years, and he is currently scheduled to be released in 2010.  

ADAM KIDAN

Status:  Released from prison
Background:  Adam Kidan first met Jack Abramoff as a member of the College Republicans, but his path turned to business while Jack’s turned to politics.  Kidan ran two bagel stores in the Hamptons where he developed mob ties that hounded him early on – his mother was murdered in her Staten Island Home during a robbery, and a suspected associate of the Bonanno crime family was convicted for the crime. He later started a Dial-A-Mattress franchise.  
Kidan became partners with Abramoff when they set out to buy 90% of the SunCruz Casino line in 2000, for the purchase price of $147.5 million. Then, the company’s founder and 10% owner, Greek magnate Konstantinos Boulis, was brutally gunned down in Fort Lauderdale, sparking a police investigation into the company and Boulis’ assertions that Kidan was dealing in bank fraud.  

Kidan ultimately pleaded guilty to wire fraud and conspiracy, admitting that he counterfeited a $23 million wire transfer.  He was sentenced to 70 months in prison.  However, his sentence was reduced in 2008 to 35 months.  Three men have been charged with Boulis’ murder: Anthony “Little Tony” Ferrari, James “Pudgy” Fiorillo and Anthony “Big Tony” Moscatiello.  

TOM DELAY 

Status:  Resigned, recently seen on “Dancing With The Stars”

Background:  Former Texas Representative Tom DeLay was a leader of the so-called “Republican Revolution” in Congress and served as Majority Leader in the U.S. House of Representatives from 2002 until 2005, when he resigned after being indicted on campaign finance charges.  DeLay, who owned a pest-control company before going into politics was known to his colleagues as both “the Exterminator” and “the Hammer” for his take-no-prisoners attitude in political battles.  Previously dubbed “Hot Tub Tom” for his partying ways, he became a born-again Christian in the mid 1980s.  Throughout his political career, he was a staunch defender of unregulated free markets.  

In 1994, DeLay helped to start the K Street Project, which pressured Washington lobbying firms to hire more Republicans.  Though DeLay says his relationship with Abramoff was no more than a typical politician-lobbyist relationship, he once referred to Abramoff as “one of my closest and dearest friends.”  Abramoff held several fundraisers for DeLay’s election campaigns and arranged luxury golf trips for the Congressman, including to the Marianas Islands and to Scotland, paid for by Indian gaming clients.  

DeLay has not been prosecuted in connection with Abramoff’s activities.  However, he was indicted in 2005 on charges of criminal conspiracy and money laundering in connection with fundraising for his 2002 campaign.  DeLay’s Deputy Chief of Staff, Tony Rudy, was implicated by Jack Abramoff’s testimony and he pled guilty to one charge of conspiracy.  DeLay’s former Communication Director, Michael Scanlon, also pled guilty to conspiring to bribe a member of Congress and is currently incarcerated.  

ROBERT NEY
Status:  Served 17 months in prison; released in 2008

Background:  Former Republican Congressman Bob Ney represented the 18th District of Ohio in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1995 until 2006, when he pleaded guilty to charges of conspiracy and falsifying financial disclosure forms in connection with Jack Abramoff and the Tigua Indians of El Paso.  Shortly after, he resigned.  Ney was the first member of Congress to admit to criminal wrongdoing in the case.  

Ney was once known as “the mayor of Capitol Hill” – so dubbed because, in his role as Chairman of the Committee on House Administration, he oversaw such sought-after items as parking spaces, offices and congressional contracts.  But he perhaps attained his greatest public fame when, at the start of the Iraq War, he asked that French Fries be renamed “Freedom Fries” on Congressional menus.  

Ney became of a target of federal investigators when it was revealed he had received gifts and trips from Abramoff and his clients in exchange for such favors as introducing legislation.  After admitting his guilt, Ney said he was ashamed at his actions.  He currently hosts the “Bob Ney Radio Show.”  

NEIL VOLZ  

Status:  Convicted of conspiracy, and served two years probation and 100 hours of community service, after cooperating with prosecutors

Background:  Neil Volz became a linchpin of the investigation into Jack Abramoff’s Congressional activities, famously referred to in testimony as “Staffer B.”  He had served as Chief of Staff to Bob Ney for seven years from 1995 to 2002, then joined “Team Abramoff” at the firm of Greenberg Traurig, where he worked until his guilty plea in 2006.  Volz openly admitted to participating in a conspiracy to influence Ney with lavish gifts, free trips and tickets to sporting events.  After hearing some of Volz’s testimony about Team Abramoff’s methods, U.S. District Judge Paul L. Friedman, told the Washington Post:  “I want to go home and take a shower.”  

RALPH REED

Status:  Recently launched the Faith and Freedom Coalition and remains Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Century Strategies, a political and corporate consultancy

Background:  As head of the Christian Coalition, Ralph Reed was considered one of the most influential voices in conservative politics, and a key force in the election of George W. Bush to two terms as U.S. President.  He even appeared on the cover of Time Magazine with the headline “The Right Hand of God.”  His close ties with Jack Abramoff may have led to his losing his first bid for political office – he ran for Lieutenant Governor of Georgia in 2006 – but have not resulted in any legal prosecution.  

Like many involved with Abramoff, Reed began his political career as a member of the College Republicans.  In 1981, he began interning for Abramoff, then the head of the College Republican National Committee, establishing a powerful trio with Abramoff and Grover Norquist.  Reed subsequently became a leader of Students for America, a conservative youth activist group, before being hired by Pat Robertson to be the first executive director of the Christian Coalition, which he led from 1989 to 1997.  In 1997, he joined the campaign of Mitch Skandalakis, who ran unsuccessfully for Lieutenant Governor of Georgia and was soon after convicted in a corruption investigation.  

Reed moved on to found Century Strategies, whose clients included Enron.  During this time, he began working with Abramoff again, and e-mails would later reveal he received over $4 million for running a faith-based, anti-gambling campaign intended to eliminate competition for Abramoff’s other casino clients.  Allegations also arose that the Christian Coalition had received large donations from casinos, although Reed denied ever knowing the source of those donations. 

In 2008, he published Dark Horse,:  A Political Thriller, a novel involving a scandal-ridden Presidential election, a terrorist plot and a conservative revolt led by a religious broadcaster.  

GROVER NORQUIST

Status: President of Americans for Tax Reform, a leading anti-tax advocacy group

Background:  Grover Norquist established close relationships with Jack Abramoff and Ralph Reed as a member of the College Republicans, running Abramoff’s successful election as head of the College Republican National Committee.  He had long been politically engaged, volunteering to work on Richard Nixon’s Presidential campaign as a teenager.  With an MBA from Harvard, he served as an economist at the U.S Chamber of Commerce from 1983 to 1985, when President Ronald Reagan tapped him to form Americans for Tax Reform, which seeks to oppose all tax increases and curtail all government spending.  

Norquist worked closely with Newt Gingrich and helped to promote the “Contract with America,” the 1994 Republican plan to shrink government. In the mid 90s, he co-founded a powerful lobbying group with David Safavian, the Merritt Group (later the Janus-Merritt Group), whose clients including Indian gaming interests, the Government of Pakistan, the American Muslim Council and British Petroleum. Norquist went on to be involved in the Presidential campaign of George W. Bush and later helped to formulate his aggressive tax cut plan.

 In 2006, allegations arose that Norquist’s Americans for Tax Reform had served as a conduit to funnel money from casinos to Ralph Reed’s Christian Coalition.  Norquist has vigorously denied any wrongdoing and has never been prosecuted.  However, his former partner, David Safavian, was accused of lying and obstructing investigations into Abramoff while he was chief of staff of the General Services Administration.  Safavian was ultimately sentenced to a year in prison.  

In 2008, Norquist published the book Leave Us Alone:  Getting the Government’s Hands Off Our Money, Our Guns, Our Lives.  

DAVE GROSH

Background: Former Delaware lifeguard Dave Grosh, a member of the Rehoboth Beach Patrol, unwittingly became part of the unfolding Abramoff scandal when he was asked by Abramoff associate Michael Scanlon to head the American International Center, a front organization that served as a conduit for money between their clients and politicians. Documents show that the American International Center received $3,653,200 in contributions from the Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana, and also paid out $2,291,000 to Ralph Reed’s Century Strategies consultancy.  

Grosh would ultimately testify that he was simply asked if he would like to head an international corporation and told he would he would have to “do nothing.”  “That sounded pretty good to me,” he summed up at the hearing.  

TRACKING JACK:

A TIMELINE

1958:  

Jack Abramoff is born in Atlantic City

1968:  
The Abramoffs move to Beverly Hills, where Jack will become a star weight lifter and football player in high school – and take up Conservative Judaism after watching Fiddler on the Roof

1981: 
Jack graduates from Brandeis University and successfully runs for National Chairman of the College Republicans, forming a tight-knit, loyal trio with fellow conservatives Ralph Reed and Grover Norquist

1984: 
 Jack addresses the Republican National Convention

1985:  
Jack joins Citizens For America and helps to arrange a conference for rebel guerilla leaders in Angola

1986: 
After receiving his law degree from Georgetown, Jack heads to Hollywood to become a movie producer

1989:  
Jack and his brother Robert produce the cold war thriller Red Scorpion, starring Dolph Lundgren as a KGB agent who turns on his commanders. Panned by critics, The Washington Post calls the film “Rambo with a Russian accent.”  

1994:  
Just as Republicans attain the majority in the House after a 40-year drought, Abramoff joins the lobbying firm of Preston Gates & Ellis, who hire him specifically for his close ties with important Republican figures.  He also begins lobbying for the Northern Marianas Islands, finding an ally in free-market crusader, Rep. Tom DeLay of Texas.

1995:  
Jack signs his first Native American casino client:  the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians

1997:  
Jack arranges luxury trips to the Marianas Islands for lawmakers, including Tom DeLay, who can provide key votes against applying U.S. labor laws to the garment industry there 

1999:  
In order to expand his business with Indian tribes and cut down on competition, Jack engages Ralph Reed to start an anti-gambling campaign in the Southern U.S.  

2000:
Jack and Adam Kidan purchase the SunCruz Casino line of gambling boats

2001:  
Jack changes jobs, joining Greenberg Traurig and recruiting a group of lobbyists known as “Team Abramoff.”  He and Michael Scanlon begin what they dub the “Gimme Five” scheme, in which they plan to lavishly over-bill their Native American clients and share the lucrative profits.  

2001: 
SunCruz founder and 10% owner Konstantinos “Gus” Boulis is gunned down in the streets of Ft. Lauderdale, Florida

2003:
Jack donates $100,000 to the Bush campaign.  Tom DeLay becomes House Majority Leader

2004:  
The Senate Indian Affairs Committee begins investigating Jack after a front-page Washington Post article reports that he received more than $45 million from Indian tribes with casinos.  Jack takes the 5th before the Committee, refusing to answer any questions.  

2005:  
Jack Abramoff and Adam Kidan are indicted of fraud and conspiracy in connection with their purchase of SunCruz.  In December, Kidan pleads guilty and offers to cooperate with investigators.  Meanwhile, the investigation deepens, focusing on Congressman Bob Ney of Ohio.  In the midst of the probe, Tom DeLay steps down as House Majority Leader after being indicted in Texas on charges of conspiracy and money laundering

2006:  
Abramoff pleads guilty to fraud, tax evasion and conspiracy to bribe public officials.  He and Kidan are each sentenced to 5 years and 10 months in jail.

2006:  
Neil Volz, a former aide to Rep. Ney admits to conspiring to commit fraud, bribing officials and violating the federal ban on lobbying for one year after leaving a Congressional position.  A few months later, Rep. Ney also pleads guilty, becoming the first Congressman to openly admit to accepting trips, meals and tickets in exchange for political favors.  

JACK’S CASH:  

WHERE DID THE MONEY GO?

Who received millions in donations from Jack Abramoff and his clients between the years 1999 and 2004?  

· 63.7% were Republicans

· 35.1% were Democrats

The top 20 lawmaker recipients of donations from Abramoff and his clients from 1999-2004 were:

· Sen. Conrad Burns, R-Mont., chairman, Senate Interior Appropriations Subcommittee: $146,590

· Rep. Patrick J. Kennedy, D-R.I., House Appropriations Committee: $131,000

· Rep. J.D. Hayworth, R-Ariz., House Resources Committee: $86,750

· Rep. Dennis Hastert, R-Ill., Speaker of the House: $81,750

· Rep. John T. Doolittle, R-Calif., House Leadership and Appropriations Committee: $79,750

· Rep. Tom DeLay, R-Texas, House Majority Leader: $71,000

· Sen. Thad Cochran, R-Miss., Senate Appropriations Committee: $68,500
· Rep. Robert Ney, R-Ohio, chairman, House Administration Committee: $62,485

· Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., Senate Appropriations Committee: $49,480

· Sen. Harry Reid, D-Nev., Senate Minority Leader: $47,000

· Rep. Jim McCrery, R-La., House Ways & Means Committee: $45,500

· Sen. Sam Brownback, R-Kan., Senate Appropriations Committee: $44,500

· Sen. Byron L. Dorgan, D-N.D., Senate Interior Appropriations Subcommittee: $44,050

· Sen. Tom Daschle, D-S.D., Senate Minority Leader: $41,750

· Rep. Dick Gephardt, D-Mo., House Minority Leader: $39,500

· Sen. Don Nickles, R-Okla., Senate Assistant Majority Leader: $37,500

· Rep. Richard Pombo, R-Calif., Chairman, House Resources Committee: $36,000

· President Bush: $34,250

· Rep. Harold Rogers, R-Ky., House Appropriations Committee: $33,000

· Sen. Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, chairman, Senate Finance Committee: $31,500

(Source – The Washington Post)
BEYOND JACK:

A BRIEF, SORDID HISTORY OF LOBBYING SCANDALS

Some historians have called the Jack Abramoff affair the biggest scandal in Washington’s history.  But Abramoff’s actions are perhaps more accurately seen as the culmination of decades during which lax government regulations led to increasingly powerful links between corporations, lobbyists, election campaigns and legislators. There have been enraging public lobbying scandals throughout the 20th Century, yet none has yet to have a lasting effect on changing the rules.  Some of the most famous, or rather infamous, scandals include:  

THE TEAPOT DOME SCANDAL:  The first big bribery scandal of the 20th Century, the Teapot Dome Scandal was named for the lucrative Teapot Dome oil fields in Wyoming, which President Warren G. Harding transferred from control of the U.S. Navy to the Department of the Interior in 1913.  Harding’s Secretary of the Interior, Albert Fell, soon fell under suspicion when he began accepting large sums of money from wealthy oilmen Henry Sinclair and Edward Doheny in return for leases to drill the land. Lawsuits and civil trials persisted throughout the 1920s in the fallout of the scandal, but ultimately Sinclair received a short sentence for jury-tampering and Doheny was acquitted.  Nevertheless, the words “teapot dome” became synonymous with a new concept in American politics:  corruption by big money.  

THE BOBBY BAKER SCANDAL:  In 1962, Senate Majority Secretary Bobby Baker, who was a close advisor to former Senator and then Vice President Lyndon B. Johnson, came under investigation when reports emerged that he was peddling influence by giving lucrative business contracts to his friends, via his involvement in the multi-million dollar Serve-U Corporation.  Like Abramoff, Baker had ties to casino owners – in his case, mob-run casinos in the Dominican Republic where many politicians took trips as “special guests.” Baker ultimately resigned under pressure in 1963.  In 1967 was found guilty on seven counts of theft, fraud and income tax evasion and served 18 months in jail.  He later wrote a book about his experiences entitled Wheeling and Dealing: Confessions of a Capitol Hill Operator.  

KOREAGATE:  In 1976, on the heels of Watergate, a group of U.S. Senators were accused of taking millions of dollars in bribes from wealthy South Korean businessman Tongsun Park in exchange for actions favorable to South Korea’s political and economic objectives.  While it was rumored that over 100 Congressmen had contact with Tongsun Park (Park himself testified he had exchanged money with 30 members of Congress), in the end, only Richard T. Hanna of California was convicted, serving one year in prison, and three Congressmen were reprimanded for misconduct.  

THE KEATING FIVE:  In the midst of the Savings and Loan Crisis of the early 1980s, five U.S. Senators found themselves at the center of a major corruption probe. Senators Dennis DeConcini of Arizona, Donald Riegle of Michigan, John Glenn of Ohio, Alan Cranston of California and (future Presidential candidate) John McCain of Arizona, were accused of influencing federal officials to back off of an investigation into Charles Keating, the former chairman of the defaulted Lincoln Savings and Loan, in exchange for nearly $1.3 million in campaign contributions.  After an investigation by the Senate Ethics Committee, charges were dropped against Glenn and McCain, though they were said to have had “bad judgment.” Cranston was reprimanded; and Riegle and DeConcini were found to have acted improperly.  Keating went to jail.  To address public concerns, several attempts were made at campaign finance reform legislation but none were passed.  Some campaign finance reform was ultimately passed in 2002, with the McCain-Feingold Act, which changed the way money can be funneled into election campaigns, but left the fundamental system intact.

THE PMA GROUP SCANDAL:  In 2008, the FBI raided the offices of the PMA Group, a super-lobbyist firm founded by former Congressional Aide Paul Magliochetti which served such big defense clients as Lockheed-Martin and Boeing. The firm had come under suspicion of violating campaign finance laws in the midst of doling out some $40 million to multiple members of Congress and political action committees.  In February of 2009, the PMA Group announced that it was closing its doors; but several of its leading lobbyists turned around to quickly open up new lobbying consultancies.  And so it goes on . . . 

LOBBYING 101

· WHAT IS LOBBYING AND WHEN DID IT START?

Lobbying is defined as any practice designed to influence government actions. The term can equally be used to describe an ordinary American citizen approaching his or her representative to address a grievance or to describe a multi-billion dollar corporation investing large sums to influence the outcome of major legislation.  

The controversy comes in determining where to set the limits – how to assure that ordinary Americans retain the powers of free speech and redress provided for in the Constitution, while preventing the huge money involved in professional lobbying from undermining the will of the people.  

The word “lobbying” first started appearing in the early 19th Century.  Some experts believe it came from President Ulysses S. Grant who used to stand in the lobby of Washington’s Willard Hotel, smoking cigars and drinking brandy, while wheeling and dealing with wealthy power brokers.  By 1860, there were already mega-lobbyists, men such as Sam Ward, dubbed King of the Lobby,” who earned a fortune representing some of America’s richest companies in Washington. 

· WHO LOBBIES?

Those who engage professional lobbyists include major corporations, including most of the Fortune 500, universities, non-profit groups, churches and private organizations.  

· LOBBYING FACT AND FIGURES

· Lobbyists spent $3, 270,000,000 in 2008  (Source:  Open Secrets)

· In 2008, there were 15, 223 registered lobbyists in Washington (Source: Open Secrets)

· A recent study found that 232 lobbyists were former members of Congress (Source: Center for Public Integrity)

· The average cost of a run for the U.S. Senate in a high-profile state is now $12.1 million, necessitating large financial contributors  (Source:  The University of Washington) 

· This year, Channel 4 in the UK reported that the number of lobbyists involved in climate change talks tripled in the last 12 years (Source:  Channel 4)

· “Earmarks” – special expenditures for pet projects added to Congressional bills -- quadrupled in the ten year period between 1996 and 2006  (Source: Congressional Research Service)

· Healthcare lobbyists spent nearly $35 million in the first quarter of 2009, up $10 million from the same period the year before (Source: USA Today)

· The financial services industry has put more than $250 million into lobbying in 2009 (Source:  New York Times)  

· ARE THERE ANY RULES THAT KEEP LOBBYISTS IN CHECK?  

There have been many attempts at lobbying reform over the years, but few have been successful.  In 1995, Congress passed the Lobbying Disclosure Act, which was intended to increase transparency in the lobbying industry.  Under the provisions of the act, lobbyists are required to file bi-annual financial reports disclosing who they are lobbying on behalf of and for what price, but there are no limits placed on how much lobbying can take place.  In 2007, the Honest Leadership and Open Government Act was passed.  This act placed new restrictions on gifts for members of Congress and demanded mandatory disclosure of earmarks in expenditure bills.  However, it did not provide any improvement in enforcement, which has proven to be a problem.  

· WHAT REFORMS ARE BEING CONSIDERED?

For any lobbying reform to be successful it must be tied in with substantial campaign financing reforms. Some proposals that have been put forth for lobbying reform include:

· Capping lobbyist contributions to candidates for federal office at $500 per election cycle

· Prohibiting lobbying firms from soliciting or arranging for contributions to political campaigns

· Prohibiting lobbyists from throwing parties during National Conventions for the political parties

· Banning corporations from providing private jets to members of Congress for any form of travel

· Requiring former members of government to wait 2 years (instead of the current one year) before joining a lobbying firm

· Disallowing lobbyist-arranged parties “in honor” of any politician

· Creating an office in Washington charged with tracking and enforcing violations of lobbying rules

· Overhauling the current “earmark” system 

· Requiring lobbyist disclosure reports to be put online where they can easily be researched by the public  

· HOW CAN I TRACK THE BIG MONEY IN POLITICS?  

The following websites provide resources for tracking lobbyist money, earmarks and campaign funding:  

· www.opensecrets.org
· www.citizensforethics.com
· www.followthemoney.org
· www.opencongress.com
· www.maplight.org
· www.earmark.watch
ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

ALEX GIBNEY (Writer, Director, Producer) wrote, directed and produced the 2008 Oscar®-winning film Taxi to the Dark Side and the 2006 Oscar®-nominated film Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room. Other films by Gibney include: No End in Sight (Executive Producer); Mr. Untouchable (Producer), Who Killed the Electric Car (Consulting Producer); The Trials of Henry Kissinger (Writer/Producer); Herbie Hancock: Possibilities (Producer); Lightning in a Bottle (Producer); Wim Wenders' Soul of a Man (Producer) and Martin Scorsese Presents the Blues (Producer). 

Gibney’s current slate of projects include a feature documentary about Lance Armstrong for SONY Pictures, one about the rise and fall of Eliot Spitzer, and Magic Bus, a time-travel immersion experience about Ken Kesey and the Merry Pranksters.

ALISON ELLWOOD (Producer/Editor) has been collaborating with director Alex Gibney since 2000.  She edited and produced Gibney's 2006 Oscar-nominated feature Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room and also produced and edited Gonzo: The Life and Times of Dr. Hunter S. Thompson.  She is currently collaborating with Gibney again, this time as co-director on Magic Bus, a time travel immersion experience of Ken Kesey and the Merry Pranksters on their infamous road trip to the 1964 World's Fair.  

Alison's recent work includes consulting producer on The September Issue, R.J. Cutler’s expose on Vogue editor Anna Wintour; as well as Marc Levin’s critically acclaimed 2009 series “Brick City” for the Sundance Channel.  Other credits supervising producers for Morgan Spurlock’s hit television show “30 Days,” for which she received a PGA Award.  Alison also directed, produced and edited R.J. Cutler’s Emmy Award-winning series “American High.”

ZENA BARAKAT (Producer) started digging into the Abramoff scandal while working as a DC-based researcher for ABC News’ “Nightline” and “This Week with George Stephanopoulos.” During her five years at ABC News, she covered 9/11, America's invasion of Iraq, and Hurricane Katrina. She was part of an on-the-ground reporting team for “Nightline” during the first week of Hurricane Katrina. After ABC, she produced political programming for Bloomberg Television, anchored by Judy Woodruff and Al Hunt. She has field-produced for the National Geographic Channel,produced videos for National Public Radio's website, and is currently producer for the IFC documentary series “The Media Project.”

ALEXANDRA JOHNES (Co-Producer) joined Alex Gibney’s company after producing the feature doc Doubletime which premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival and was acquired by Discovery Films . She is currently producing three other films directed by Gibney:  Magic Bus, an acid-laced road trip chronicle of Ken Kesey & the Merry Pranksters, My Trip to Al Qaeda, based on Pulitizer-prize winning author Lawrence Wright’s stage play, and Gibney's segment of the feature documentary Freakonomics, based on the bestselling book.

ALEXANDRA JOHNES (Co-Producer) joined Alex Gibney’s company after producing the feature doc Doubletime which premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival and was acquired by Discovery Films. She is currently producing three other films directed by Gibney:  Magic Bus, an acid-laced road trip chronicle of Ken Kesey & the Merry Pranksters, My Trip to Al Qaeda, based on Pulitizer-prize winning author Lawrence Wright’s stage play, and Gibney's segment of the feature documentary Freakonomics, based on the bestselling book.

SAM BLACK (Associate Producer) studied American history and film at Yale University. Since joining Jigsaw Productions in 2007, he has worked as a production assistant on Gonzo: The Life and Work of Hunter S.Thompson and as an associate producer on the forthcoming My Trip to Al Qaeda.
JEFF SKOLL (Executive Producer) founded Participant Media (formerly Participant Productions) and serves as Chairman.  Jeff’s vision for Participant is to produce and finance entertainment that inspires a sustainable world of peace and prosperity.  
 
Skoll recently served as executive producer on Participant's films Good Night, and Good Luck., North Country, Syriana, American Gun, An Inconvenient Truth, The World According to Sesame Street, Fast Food Nation, Angels in the Dust, Jimmy Carter Man from Plains, Darfur Now, The Kite Runner, Charlie Wilson's War, Chicago 10, The Visitor, Standard Operating Procedure, The Soloist, Pressure Cooker, Food, Inc., The Informant!, Cane Toads: The Conquest, Waiting for Superman and Countdown to Zero.
DIANE WEYERMANN (Executive Producer) is Participant Media's Executive Vice President of Documentary Films and responsible for the company's documentary slate, including such current projects as Mark Lewis’ Cane Toads: The Conquest, Davis Guggenheim’s Waiting for Superman and Lucy Walker’s Countdown to Zero.   Recent projects include Brian Hill’s Climate of Change, Robert Kenner's Food, Inc. and Jennifer Grausman and Mark Becker's Pressure Cooker, as well as Angels in the Dust, Jimmy Carter Man From Plains, Darfur Now, Chicago 10, Standard Operating Procedure and the Oscar®-winning An Inconvenient Truth.

Prior to joining Participant in October 2005, Weyermann enjoyed long tenures as Director of the Sundance Institute's Documentary Film Program, and before that, Director of the Open Society Institute New York's Arts and Culture Program. In addition to her work with contemporary art centers and culture programs in the Soros Foundation network, which spans over 30 countries, she launched the Soros Documentary Fund (which later became the Sundance Documentary Fund) in 1996. Since the inception of the Fund, she has been involved with the production of over 300 documentary films from around the world.

BENJAMIN GOLDHIRSH (Executive Producer) is the founder and chairman of GOOD, an editorially led, member-driven community of people, NGOs, and corporations committed to pushing our world forward. GOOD's mission is to provide content that coalesces this community, experiences that deepen the relationships within this community and utilities that empower this community. 

Active in both regional and international philanthropic endeavors, Goldhirsh is one of the directors of The Goldhirsh Foundation, which supports dynamic social programs, environmental initiatives, innovative medical research and leading cultural institutions.

Goldhirsh serves on the Board of Millennium Promise, an organization guided by the UN's Millennium Development goals to end extreme global poverty by 2025, as well as the Los Angeles Board of the National Foundation for Teaching Entrepreneurship and the board of City Year Los Angeles.  A graduate of Brown University and Phillips Academy, Goldhirsh currently resides in Los Angeles. 
MARK CUBAN (Executive Producer) is co-founder, chairman and president of HDNet, which operates two 24/7cable channels, HDNet and HDNet Movies. HDNet, launched in 2001, features exciting and topical news, sports, music and entertainment programming, including up to 20 hours of new original programming each week, all produced in the highest quality 1080i HDTV format – more original high-definition programming than any other network. 

HDNet’s news and entertainment programming includes original series “HDNet World Report,” “Deadline!,” “Face 2 Face with Roy Firestone,” “Sound Off with Matt Pinfield,” “HDNet Concert Series,” and “True Music,” as well as acquired programs such as every episode of the acclaimed Warner Bros. series “Smallville,” “Dead Like Me,” “Summerland,” and “Joan of Arcadia.” Live sports productions include National Hockey League and Major League Soccer games, and NASCAR Grand National Division auto racing, boxing and WEC Cagefighting.

HDNet Movies, the company's movie channel, is the exclusive home of day-and-date movie releases including the Academy Award® nominated Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room, The War Within, Bubble and One Last Thing.  HDNet Movies also features a wide selection of major studio theatrical releases - all uncut, unedited, and appearing in their original aspect ratio - as well as features produced and finished in true 1080i high-definition. 

In addition to HDNet and HDNet Movies, Cuban, together with business partner Todd Wagner, owns several other vertically integrated media and entertainment properties, including movie production companies HDNet Films and 2929 Productions, theatrical and home video distributor Magnolia Pictures, the Landmark Theatres art-house chain, and a minority stake in Lions Gate Entertainment.

Cuban is also the outspoken owner of the NBA’s Dallas Mavericks team, an active investor in leading and cutting-edge technologies, and publisher of his own Weblog in which he communicates directly and openly to fans, critics and journalists.

In 1995, Cuban co-founded Internet broadcasting service Broadcast.com with Wagner and sold the company for $5.7 billion to Yahoo! in 1999. Prior to Broadcast.com Cuban co-founded a computer consulting firm MicroSolutions and sold it to Compuserve.

TODD WAGNER (Executive Producer) is co-owner and Chief Executive Officer of 2929 Entertainment and founder of the Todd Wagner Foundation.  Wagner created 2929 Entertainment to leverage his expertise in digital technology and his passion for the entertainment business. Through 2929 Entertainment, Wagner and his former Broadcast.com partner Mark Cuban own 100% of Rysher Landmark Theaters, and Magnolia Pictures Distribution, and also hold an interest in Lions Gate Entertainment.

Under Wagner’s leadership, 2929 Entertainment produces and  finances movies through two production companies:  2929 Productions, which produces films in the $10 - $40 million  budget range, and HDNet Films, which produces smaller-budget  movies shot exclusively in high definition. Through its acquisition of Rysher, 2929 Entertainment owns syndication rights to  television shows such as “Hogan’s Heroes,” “Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous” and “Star Search.”

Wagner is also a significant investor in HDNet, the leading high-definition national television network co-founded by Cuban. HDNet’s two 24/7 general entertainment networks, HDNet and HDNet Movies, are currently available on Adelphia Communications, Charter Communications, DIRECTV, DISH Network, Insight Communications, Time Warner Cable and more than 40 other cable affiliates.

2929 Productions projects include The Road, Two Lovers, We Own The Night, Goodnight And Good Luck, What Just Happened, Akeelah and The Bee, The Jacket and The Burning Plain. 
HDNet releases include the Academy Award® nominated Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room, The War Within, Bubble and One Last Thing. 
Magnolia Pictures Distribution is an independent distribution company which has released such film as the Academy-Award® nominated Capturing the Friedmans. Food Inc., Red Cliff, Serious Moonlight, Bronson, Ong Bok, District B13, Pulse, Keane and The World’s Fastest Indian.  

Wagner has been executive producer for ABC’s “The Benefactor” and “Star Search” on CBS.

In 2000, Wagner created the Todd Wagner Foundation, dedicated to improving the lives of at-risk children and inner-city entrepreneurs. He serves on the National Board of Directors of the After-School All-Stars (formerly Inner-City Games), a foundation championed by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger that provides year-round technology, academic, sports and cultural programs for children in the nation's inner cities. Wagner's commitment to the After-School All-Stars earned him the distinguished honor of Man of the Year in 2000. In July 2001, Wagner launched the All-Stars program in Dallas, the 15th city to join this national organization.

Todd Wagner co-founded Broadcast.com in September of 1995, and as CEO led the company to becoming the leading destination for audio and video programming on the Internet. After broadcast.com was acquired by Yahoo! for 5.7 billion dollars in 1999, Wagner led the division as Yahoo! Broadcast until May 2000, when he declined an offer to become Yahoo!’s Chief Operating Officer to focus on his current interests.

Wagner was appointed to the Board of Trustees of the American Film Institute and the Tribeca Film Institute. He received the Trailblazer Award at the 2004 Dallas Film Festival and was named national Kappa Sigma 2003 Man of the Year for his philanthropic efforts. He has delivered speeches at dozens of business and technology conferences, has appeared on CNBC and CNN and has been profiled in leading publications including the Wall Street Journal, Fortune, New York Times, Business Week and Variety.

BILL BANOWSKY (Executive Producer) Bill Banowsky co-founded Magnolia Pictures, an independent film distribution company, in 2001.  From 2004 through 2007, Mr. Banowsky served as CEO of Landmark Theatres, the nation's largest theater chain devoted exclusively to art and independent film.  Mr. Banowsky currently owns and operates Carolina Cinemas, a theater chain with 52 screens in Asheville, Charlotte, and Raleigh, North Carolina. 

Prior to entering the film business, Mr. Banowsky worked in the radio industry, serving as executive vice president and general counsel of Capstar Broadcasting, Chancellor Media and AMFM Inc.  Mr. Banowsky has served as an executive officer of two NYSE companies and currently serves on the board of directors of LIN TV Corp. (NYSE: TVL).
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