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SYNOPSIS

In late 2014, a low-res video of a person in a clown mask emerging from underneath a sleeping child's bed appears on YouTube. The description below the video claims that the clown is named "Wrinkles," that he lives in southwest Florida, and that he's been hired by the child's parents to frighten her for misbehaving. The video goes viral. Soon, more mysterious videos of Wrinkles scaring children appear online, along with a phone number to hire him for "behavioral services." Wrinkles becomes internet lore - a whole genre of YouTube videos of kids filming themselves calling him appears online, and over a million messages are left at the number. Voicemails range from disturbing to hilarious to terrifying: parents use the number to terrify their children, kids who are obsessive fans of creepy clowns reach out to make a new friend, children threaten to inflict wildly creative violence if he comes anywhere near them. But who is Wrinkles, and why is he doing this? With incredible access to the mastermind behind the mask, Wrinkles the Clown is a cryptic and playful exploration of these questions, as well as an inside look at myth-building and the unpredictable spread of imagination in the Internet age. 
DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT 
In 2016 a friend forwarded me a short video on YouTube. It looked like a clip of low-res black and white nanny-cam footage. In it, a child appears to be sleeping in a bed. After a couple of seconds, a drawer underneath the bed inches open, and a gloved hand appears. As the drawer continues to open, a large figure in a polka dot onesie sits up. The person is a clown. He takes a sniff of a stuffed animal, places it next to the sleeping child, and then reaches for the camera as it cuts to static. 

I did a deep dive online. The clown was named “Wrinkles” and there were a few other creepy videos of him on YouTube, along with his phone number. A news-clip had a brief Halloween interview with him - in mask and onesie - where he spoke in a ridiculous voice and claimed to be a retiree making extra money by scaring misbehaving children at the request of paying parents. It was all so gloriously bizarre. To top it off he was from the swamps of southwest Florida, where I happened to have grown up. 

Through a variety of channels, I was finally able to get connected with Wrinkles, which is when the story really started to become interesting. He revealed that he had hundreds of thousands of messages from people archived on the google voice account connected to the phone number (as I write this in 2019, that number is closer to two million). ​Voicemails ranged from disturbing to hilarious to terrifying: parents using the number to terrify their children, kids who are obsessive fans of creepy clowns reaching out to make a new friend, children threatening to inflict wildly creative violence if he comes anywhere near them. Callers’ wildly imaginative reactions to Wrinkles felt like real time collective myth-building - people were taking small amounts of available information about an anonymous clown and creating their own stories about him. On top of this, we discovered there was an entire genre of YouTube videos devoted to children filming themselves calling Wrinkles - what folklorists call “legend-tripping.” New urban legends are flourishing online, and with Wrinkles we saw a unique opportunity to get access to the person behind the myth and explore how and why this was happening. 
As we were forming a plan to start production, the clown craze of 2016 swept America. Clown sightings in over 30 states were reported - schools were shut down, arrests were made, shots were fired. Local news coverage was hilarious and embraced the phenomenon with a light, bemused touch, but we discovered that American clown hysteria was nothing new - in the 1980s there was a rash of sightings across several states, likely manifested by the “stranger danger” panic of the era. Once Stephen King’s ​It​ came out - along with the TV miniseries adaptation - it seemed that clowns had fully transitioned from silly to terrifying. The fact that they were back in the news and thriving as such a potent and culturally rich phobia made us all the more excited to tell the story of Wrinkles. 
Our goal was to weave together a film about internet virality, myths, and coulrophobia from a variety of POV’s - but primarily from that of children and from Wrinkles himself. After making the film, it feels to me that, collectively, we’ve conjured Wrinkles into existence. He’s a perfect representation of American fear, anxiety and mania in this era of instability. And he doesn’t seem to be going away anytime soon. 
· Michael Beach Nichols 
ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS 

MICHAEL BEACH NICHOLS – Director / Writer
Michael Beach Nichols is an Emmy-nominated filmmaker and the recipient of Jerome Foundation and Rooftop Filmmaker grants. His acclaimed breakthrough feature film, Welcome to Leith (2015), premiered at the Sundance Film Festival and later aired on PBS' Independent Lens, where it was nominated for an Emmy for Best Documentary. His debut feature Flex is Kings (2013) was the opening night film in the Viewpoints section at the Tribeca Film Festival. Recently, he shot and produced Susanne Bartsch: On Top (2017), which was EP’d by RuPaul, and directed and shot his third feature film, Wrinkles the Clown (2019), for the Academy Award winning Topic Studios, which will be released by Magnolia Pictures in Fall 2019. He is the co-founder of No Weather, a filmmaking collaborative based in NYC.

CHRISTOPHER K. WALKER - Writer
Christopher K. Walker is an Emmy-nominated filmmaker whose film Welcome to Leith premiered at the 2015 Sundance Film Festival and later aired on PBS' Independent Lens. He also edited and produced Flex is Kings (2013), and most recently co-wrote and edited Wrinkles the Clown (2019). He is the recipient of Jerome Foundation and Rooftop Filmmaker grants and a Karen Schmeer Award for Documentary Editing. His past editing work includes the Columbia duPont award-winning Triangle: Remembering the Fire (HBO 2011), the Emmy-nominated Hard Times: Lost on Long Island (HBO 2012), and Freeway: Crack in the System (Al Jazeera America 2015). He is a founding partner of No Weather, a production company and filmmaking collaborative in NYC.

ABOUT TOPIC:
Topic is the entertainment studio (TOPIC STUDIOS) and soon to launch streaming service (TOPIC) from First Look Media, dedicated to supporting creators at the forefront of culture. From Academy Award® winning films (SPOTLIGHT) to television (LOSERS), and podcasts (MISSING RICHARD SIMMONS and ANTHEM), we explore a wide range of subject matter, both fiction and nonfiction.  Projects from Topic Studios include:  Julius Onah’s psychologically suspense-filled LUCE, with Neon currently in theaters; Kimberly Reed’s political thriller DARK MONEY with PBS (shortlisted for an Academy Award last year); Richard Rowley’s disturbing documentary 16 SHOTS available on Showtime and Ivete Lucas and Patrick Bresnan’s feature documentary, PAHOKEE, about a group of graduating high school students living in a small, distressed Florida town.
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