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SYNOPSIS
From Academy Award-nominated director Joe Berlinger, WHITEY: United States of America v. James J. Bulger is a sweeping and revelatory documentary film that follows the trial of the infamous gangster James “Whitey” Bulger, using the courtroom action as a springboard to examine accusations of multi-faceted corruption within our nation’s law enforcement and legal systems. 
ABOUT THE FILM

On June 22nd, 2011, the FBI arrested fugitive crime-boss James “Whitey” Bulger and his girlfriend, Catherine Greig, in a modest Santa Monica apartment complex, where they had been hiding in plain sight for 16 years. As the number two person on the FBIʼs “Top Ten Most Wanted List” after Osama Bin Laden, Bulger had managed to escape capture for so many years that there were people who questioned how hard the FBI was looking for him. People wondered whether the FBI was afraid of what Bulger would reveal and whom he would implicate at the Bureau if captured. Many who had followed the case for years had hoped that Bulgerʼs trial in Boston, the town he brutalized for nearly three decades and where he faced a 33-count indictment, would serve as a coming to terms with Boston. They hoped that law enforcement’s sordid, entangled past with the Irish mafia would be forced to the surface and bring to light what exactly had happened during the 70s, 80s and 90s, when Whiteyʼs reign was condoned and even encouraged by members of the FBI, and possibly even the Department of Justice.

Instead, as WHITEY reveals, the truth remains elusive throughout the trial, as the prosecution and defense lay out their cases, the history of Boston law enforcement is revisited, and the victims look on in frustrated astonishment. The film begins its exploration pre-trial, as Bulgerʼs lawyers lay out their case, with the knowledge that Bulger, at 84, would spend the rest of his life in prison. Bulgerʼs “legacy” defense is constructed around disproving widely believed claims that he was an informant for the FBI, that he provided information to the government that helped them gain probable cause for wiretaps and bring cases against other underworld figures, and that – in line with the gentleman’s gangster code - he was not a killer of women, and that the Department of Justice falsely used his name, without his knowledge, to falsify search warrant applications that helped bring down La Cosa Nostra – J. Edgar Hooverʼs national priority. The defense would also try to obliquely bring up Bulgerʼs immunity claim barred by the judge pre-trial, that the Department of Justice through now-deceased U.S. Attorney Jeremiah OʼSullivan, had sanctioned Bulger to commit crimes in exchange for protecting the federal prosecutor’s life against mob retaliation, with the implication that this knowledge went all the way up to the highest levels of the DOJ.

On the other side, the prosecution, led by Brian Kelly and Fred Wyshak, Assistant U.S. Attorneys who worked tirelessly for decades - at great risk to their careers - to bring Bulger to justice, would argue the case was not a referendum on the history of Boston’s law enforcement. Rather Bulger, who never denied his guilt in many of the racketeering and murder charges, was a venal and vicious criminal guilty of the many crimes for which he was on trial. As for Bulgerʼs defense claims that he didn’t kill women and that he wasn’t an informant, the prosecution calls this line of argument a “sideshow” meant only to deflect attention from Bulgerʼs guilt.

WHITEY: United States of America v. James J. Bulger follows the trial as it progresses through the summer months, bringing to life the courtroom drama through evocative courtroom imagery and the voices of the actual players (cameras were not allowed in the courtroom), using the government’s case against Bulger as a springboard to tell Whiteyʼs violent history and explore his relationship with the FBI and DOJ. The prosecution uses its main witnesses – Kevin Weeks, Stephen Flemmi and John Martorano, who worked side-by-side with Bulger for decades and took part in many of his crimes – to describe in vivid detail the brutality of Whiteyʼs world, only to be rebutted by the defense who, in dramatic cross-examination, attempts to reveal these cooperating witnesses as liars, willing to tell the government’s story in exchange for lenient and highly favorable plea deals.

Interwoven through these dramatic trial sequences are the stories of the people whose lives have been forever changed by Bulger and his cronies. Bulgerʼs influence reached far from the police officer who surveyed Bulger only to have his case undermined by informants within law enforcement; to former gangsters who in chilling detail describe how prolifically and easily they murdered; to the victims’ families, fighting to learn the truth about how their loved ones were killed and who ultimately bears responsibility; and finally, in a shattering turn of events, the extortion victim whose body is found dead, dumped at the side of the road, murdered on the eve when he was supposed to take the stand to tell a story he said would prove explosive.

Throughout this violent and sordid story, WHITEY: United States of America v. James J. Bulger returns to the central question of the nature of Whiteyʼs relationship with law enforcement, a complex exploration of a multi-faceted story. Was Bulger an informant, as everyone believes, or, as Bulgerʼs lawyers claim, is there actual proof that this claim is yet more misinformation and obfuscation by the government in an attempt to protect itself and preserve its convictions?

Furthermore, did the Department of Justice give Whitey immunity from prosecution – a defense claim that the government prevented from being presented in court? Why are murderers and serial killers allowed to walk the streets in exchange for testimony? How far will the FBI and Department of Justice go to protect its image? Whom do you go to for justice when you can’t trust the people who are supposed to protect us? And at the center of it all, will there ever be justice for the resilient victims of Bulgerʼs legacy? These are the questions that remain open until the very end, as the film presents compelling never before seen evidence that challenges the audience’s understanding of the truth.

In a world of clandestine relationships and criminal dealings, where it’s impossible to tell the “bad good guys” from the “good bad guys,” the only thing that remains certain throughout is that the truth is not often what it seems. Ultimately, the film raises complex questions about justice and our government that may never be answered to the satisfaction of everyone involved. While WHITEY: United States of America v. James J. Bulger is the story of one man and one city, it also, in its complexity, offers a universal tale of human frailty, opportunism, selfishness, deception, and on the flip side, sacrifice, love, hope and the enduring – if often futile – search for justice and the truth.

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT – JOE BERLINGER 
As a long-time maker of films involving the criminal justice system, the stranger-than-fiction saga of James “Whitey” Bulger has long fascinated me. A man who was at the top of Boston’s criminal underworld for almost three decades without enduring a single indictment or prosecution for even a misdemeanor, a man who last saw the inside of prison walls back in 1956 as a young bank robber -- Bulgerʼs story represented to me a nexus of the two major thematic threads that have dominated my documentary filmmaking endeavors – true crime and institutional corruption.

As a storyteller, I was also fascinated by the uniquely mythic status that Bulger has obtained in the public consciousness. Despite being accused of pathological brutality, he was also celebrated by many as a folk hero – a “good” bad-guy. A Robin Hood of sorts, helping the poor and elderly and keeping his Boston neighborhood of “Southie” clean of drugs – myths that would later be debunked in the trial that is the subject of this film.

And yet, despite my fascination with Bulger, I never entertained the idea of making a documentary about him. A whole sub-genre of Bulger literature crams book shelves that have served as the basis of a myriad of TV reports and programs, as well as the extremely high profile Martin Scorsese narrative feature The Departed which is loosely based on the legend of Whitey. In addition, two long-gestating high profile features films about Bulger are in various stages of development, one to be directed by Barry Levinson (with Johnny Depp attached at one point to play Bulger.) The other big screen project is being developed by two Boston natives, Matt Damon and Ben Affleck, while Fox is pursuing a TV series based on the book Street Soldier by a member of Bulger’s gang.

Few modern criminals have so pre-occupied the imagination and the myth-making machine of our present-day culture. How many contemporary criminals besides “Whitey” have risen to such first-name recognition among the general public?

It is precisely because of this glut of media about “Whitey” that I never entertained the idea of trying to add to this impressive canon. In short, the territory felt well-travelled.

I also personally held the belief that Bulger had been given a free pass and would never be caught. But then, on June 22, 2011, Bulger was arrested at a nondescript apartment complex in California where he lived with long-time girlfriend, Catherine Greig. A new generation of FBI officials had decided enough was enough, and, to the surprise of many longtime observers of the case, Bulger, who seemed to be hiding in plain site near the beaches of Santa Monica, was finally apprehended.

When a trial date was finally announced towards the end of 2012, that’s when the light bulb went off for me and CNN Films and my colleagues at Radical Media. Together, we saw a unique opportunity to take a different approach to the many existing Bulger projects in various media – an opportunity to separate the man from the myth by using the present tense trial as a springboard to examine the past 30 years, and to finally hear Bulgerʼs side of the story, as he has never spoken before in any media. Along with the many long-time observers of this case, we all hoped that this trial would finally present the opportunity for sunlight… for fact to be separated from fiction. For me, the trial -- and therefore the film -- presented an opportunity to raise difficult questions that had not yet been answered about the nature and depth of alleged government corruption that enabled Bulger to succeed so spectacularly in his criminal career and thus, morph into legend.

Of course, one of the great challenges of this approach was the fact that cameras and recording devices of any kind were not allowed into trial – perhaps the biggest legal proceeding in Massachusetts since the murder trials of Sacco and Vanzetti in the 1920ʼs. Because federal trials do not allow cameras in the courtroom, it was imperative to gain access to all sides of the case while the trial was unfolding to understand the context of what was happening inside the courtroom. It also pushed me beyond my cinéma-vérité roots to employ limited trial re-creations for the first time in one of my feature documentaries. The end result is trial re-creations that hopefully are cinematically satisfying but, more importantly to me, are also rooted in authenticity because, based on the hard work of getting access to all sides, we were able to convince the prosecutors and the defense attorneys to play themselves in re-creating key trial dialogue. (Please note: the three prosecutors requested to be interviewed together as a group, in their media room – this configuration was not a directorial decision on my part.)

And while the use of re-creations helped bring the trial to life, it is the behind-the -scenes cinéma-vérité material that is the heart of the film because, to the disappointment of many longtime observers of the case, the trial was not the deeper investigation into government corruption that Boston was waiting for. Instead, the inevitable verdict against Bulger was an unsurprising conclusion to a very narrowly defined trial. Despite the overwhelming odds against Bulger prevailing in this trial, the government opposed allowing Bulger to present a full and meaningful defense which would have fully aired his side of the story that could have helped shed light on long unanswered questions. Most notably, pre-trial hearings stripped Bulger of presenting his “immunity” defense – a key argument that could have shed light on his alleged role as an FBI informant, a role that Bulger denies. Bulgerʼs attorneys also claim he was denied crucial discovery documents and he was blocked from calling a number of key witnesses once he was stripped of his immunity defense.

While no one, including me, believes that Bulger is innocent of the vast majority of the crimes he was accused and convicted of, nor do we in any way condone his many hideous acts – the tragedy of the narrow scope of the last year’s proceedings is that it prevented a deeper inquiry into the many potential myths that have congealed into accepted belief about Bulger. This includes the nature of his relationship with the Department of Justice and the Federal Bureau of Investigation, which many believe was significantly more corrupt than the government has acknowledged. It must be said, though, that two of the three prosecutors in this case (Brian T. Kelly and Fred M. Wyshak, Jr.) have worked for two decades to bring Bulger to justice, and deserve tremendous credit for fighting against the institutional resistance that prevented this indictment from moving forward in the early years. In many ways, they are heroes. But the prosecution in this trial also seemed to be simultaneously turning a blind eye to the deeper and troubling questions that have yet to be answered about the nature and extent of the government corruption that may have surrounded this case. During this trial, prosecutors were now put in the strange position of defending the very institution they once fought in their zeal to bring Bulger to justice.

In his closing arguments, Asst. U.S. Attorney Fred Wyshak maintained that it was James J. Bulger, Jr. who was on trial, not the Department of Justice or the FBI. But many of the families of the victims do not agree with this position, since they blame these very institutions for the death of their loved ones. These family members wanted answers to questions that have long haunted them about why Bulger was knowingly allowed to kill with the complicity of institutions chartered to protect the public. That is the mission of this film – not to take sides about Bulgerʼs claims, but rather to raise the questions that the trial inadequately explored in order to provide a debate and call to action in the hope that these questions will be more fully investigated by the media and by our own government.

We are asking questions but do not presume to know the truth. That is why the style of the film is to present a multiplicity of views from all sides of the case, without taking a position on which side is accurate, and we certainly don’t claim to know more than the many fine reporters who covered the case for decades. And of course, this film represents the first time that we hear from Bulger himself. While some may view the recorded phone calls with Bulger and his defense attorney J.W. Carney, Jr. as an apologia for Bulger, nothing could be further from the truth, as the film goes into significant detail about Bulgerʼs crimes and the impact on his victims, and we allow the prosecutors to refute Bulgerʼs claims.

However, hearing from Bulger himself represents a historic sea change to the glut of media coverage to date. I can’t think of another contemporary figure who has spawned so much media attention without actually having heard from that person himself. Many have spoken for Bulger in the myriad of books (more than a dozen) and TV shows and movies that have been created, and all of these narratives shape Bulger each in their own way, each for their own narrative purposes (including this documentary, one could argue.) Perhaps all of these differing accounts are accurate, perhaps they are not.

But Bulger has never spoken for himself until now. Letters he has written while in prison awaiting trial have been quoted largely without his permission, but the last time we actually have heard the man speak for himself was on surveillance wiretaps three decades ago. He has never before granted an interview and, because he is now incarcerated by the federal government that has declared Bulger as off-limits for interviews; he will probably never be interviewed again.

Therefore, the goal was not to give Bulger a platform per se, but rather for his views to be a catalyst to provoke conversation that the narrow scope of his trial prevented. Bulgerʼs most notable claim is that he had immunity from prosecution NOT because he was an informant. Instead, Bulger claims he was granted immunity by Jeremiah T. OʼSullivan because he agreed to save the federal prosecutor’s life, presumably as a result of retaliation for OʼSullivanʼs pursuit of the Italian Mafia in New England. Bulgerʼs other major claim is that he was never an FBI informant, a long held tenet of the Bulger narrative that has largely remained unchallenged by the media covering his trial. Instead, his assertion that he was not an informant was dismissed by many longtime observers as simply Bulgerʼs attempt to burnish his image in order to get into the criminals Hall of Fame without the taint of having succeeded because he was a rat. And while this certainly could be the case, there is significant evidence to show that the contrary might be true.

Of course, detractors could certainly argue that Bulger was simply playing us, the filmmakers, by using a forum to tell his story that is devoid of cross-examination by a prosecutor. After all, Bulger had the opportunity to testify at trial. He declined to testify, asserting that the stripping away of his ability to present evidence about his core claims made the trial a “sham” in his eyes. Who is playing who and how reliable are any of the Bulger accounts, including his own, and even the accuracy of this film, are questions that I embrace and that audiences should ask themselves. How is a narrative spun and who is doing the spinning? In many ways this film is about how news is reported and the elusive nature of the truth.

What makes Bulgerʼs story irresistible for a documentary maker who has pre-occupied himself with the accountability of those in power is not so much what he is accused of doing as a criminal. There have been other killers who have wrought more damage and stolen larger sums of money. The importance of the Bulger saga is how he was aided and abetted by the very same institutions that finally brought him to justice as an 83-year-old man who lived his life to the fullest. The fact that the trial excluded any inquiry into the institutional policies and culprits that made Bulger possible means that the true story of Bulgerʼs criminal reign and alleged government corruption may remain buried forever, as the trial of James “Whitey” Bulger seems like the last opportunity to clear the cobwebs.

At the end of the day, despite the massive attention that Bulger has received in all media, deeply troubling questions remain unanswered. If Bulger was an informant, why was he allowed to kill during this period instead of being targeted and prosecuted? If he wasn’t an informant, what is the deeper level of corruption that such a fiction may be protecting?

The defense maintains that the story of his being an informant is a cover for the true story – that Bulger was protected because of a personal pledge to protect a federal prosecutor from retaliation (and thus he was allowed to kill and extort countless victims); that Bulger paid off numerous corrupt FBI agents in exchange for information that gave him a competitive edge; that the Department of Justice knew about this behavior and quarantined the damage by making FBI Special Agent John Connolly the scapegoat. And why? To protect countless mafia convictions that had falsely used Bulgerʼs name to justify search warrants and wiretaps that ultimately helped bring down the mob in New England. The Department of Justice does not want to undo those convictions, sully its reputation and admit civil liability to the many families whose loved ones got caught in the crossfire of our government’s decision to let killers operate with impunity in service of its national war on La Cosa Nostra. After all, many careers were made during this period on the success of these convictions. And while the film clearly does not endorse any of these allegations as being necessarily true, they deserve a fuller inquiry, as we must understand the price that society pays when the government gets into bed with murderers – not just by letting criminals kill with impunity but also by giving deals to murderers to walk the streets in exchange for testimony that may or may not be truthful. It has happened before and it will happen again if we don’t get to the truth of what really happened in Boston during the reign of James “Whitey” Bulger.

At the conclusion of last year’s historic trial, Carmen Oritz, US Attorney for the District of Massachusetts gave a press conference, saying: “With the conviction of James Bulger, we hope that we stand here today to mark the end of an era that was very ugly in Boston’s history.” But is it really over and was it really just limited to Boston? The Huffington Post recently reported that a document it obtained through a Freedom of Information Act request revealed that the FBI allowed its informants to break the law almost 6000 times in 2012, a five percent increase over the year before. The hope of this film is to provoke a conversation so that the real story of what happened in Boston and beyond is not swept into the dustbin of history.

Joe Berlinger

January 18, 2014

New York City
IMPORTANT FIGURES IN BULGER LEGACY

WHITEY: United States v. James J. Bulger

The Winter Hill Gang (Premier Irish Gang in Boston)

James "Whitey" Bulger

Gang leader.  Alleged FBI Top Echelon Informant.  Ruled Boston underground for 25 years.  Was #2 on FBI most wanted list for 16 years until captured in Santa Monica in 2011.

Stephen "The Rifleman" Flemmi

#2 man in Winter Hill Organization to James Whitey Bulger.  Admitted FBI Informant for 25 years.  Current government cooperating witness against Bulger, serving life sentence as part of plea deal.

John Martorano

Top executioner in the Winter Hill Gang. Current government cooperating witness against Bulger. Admitted murderer of 20 victims; served 12 years as part of plea deal.  

Kevin Weeks

#3 in Winter Hill Gang. Current cooperating government witness that led authorities to bodies that indicted Bulger.  Admitted murderer of 5 victims; served 5 years as part of plea deal.

Howie Winter

Former Leader of Winter Hill Gang.  Helped mediate the end of Irish Gang war in 1960’s and brokered deal that put Bulger in charge of gang.  Went to prison as part of a 1979 horse race fixing scheme.

The Italian Mafia - Angiulo Family

Gennaro Angiulo

Underboss of the Patriarca Crime Family in charge of racketeering in New England.  Operated out of restaurant on Tremont Street.  Was arrested in 1983 after FBI, listing Bulger and Flemmi as informants, installed wiretaps in his Tremont Street headquarters.  Released in 2007. Died in 2009.

Donato Angiulo

One of the top Capos of the Patriarca Crime Family.  Was arrested by FBI in 1983 along with his brother Gennaro.  Died in 2009.
The FBI

J. Edgar Hoover

Former director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.  Publicly denied the existence of the Mafia until 1963 following the Valachi Hearings.  Instituted the Top Echelon Informant program in attempt to undermine organized crime. Retired and passed away in 1972.

H. Paul Rico

Corrupt former FBI Special agent in the Organized Crime Squad in the Boston Field Office of the FBI from 1950’s to 1970’s.  Had close ties to Winter Hill Gang and handled Flemmi as an informant.  As head of Security for World Jai Alai, Rico was instrumental in deaths of John Callahan and Roger Wheeler.

Dennis Condon

Corrupt former FBI Special agent in the Organized Crime Squad in the Boston Field Office of the FBI from 1950’s to 1970’s.  Originally opened Bulger as informant in 1971 but closed him soon after.  Partner to Paul H. Rico in the FBI.

John Connolly

Corrupt former FBI Special Agent in the Organized Crime Squad of the Boston Field Office of the FBI.  Joined the FBI in 1968 and quickly became star agent.  Allegedly opened Bulger as informant in 1975 as part of “Devil’s Deal” that protected Bulger from prosecution in exchange for information.  Leaked numerous informant identities to Bulger that led to at least 5 murders.  Working with FBI Supervisor John Morris, they successfully lobbied Jeremiah O’Sullivan of the Department of Justice to remove Flemmi and Bulger from 1979 horse race fixing indictment against the Winter Hill Gang.  Tipped Bulger off to indictment in 1995 allowing him to go on the lam for 16 years.  Sentenced to 10 years for racketeering in 2002.  Currently serving 40 year sentence for 2nd degree murder in death of John Callahan. On May 28, 2014 a Florida state appeals court overturned his murder conviction.
John Morris

Corrupt former Supervisor of Organized Crime squad in Boston Field Office of the FBI.  Oversaw John Connolly and integral in cultivation of Bulger and Flemmi as informants for the FBI.  Granted immunity in exchange for his testimony against Connolly and confirmed allegations of FBI misconduct and corruption.  Admitted to leaking information to Bulger regarding a bookmaking investigation in the 1980s and with Connolly getting federal prosecutors to remove Flemmi and Bulger from Horse Race Fixing indictment in 1979.  Also admitted to leaking information Connolly about informants on Bulger and Flemmi with full knowledge this would lead to the deaths of Richard Castucci, John Callahan and Brian Halloran.  Served no time in prison as part of plea deal with government.

Lawrence Sarhatt

Former Special Agent in Charge of the Boston Field Office of the FBI in late 1970’s and early 1980’s.  Met with Bulger in 1980 and determined he was not acting as a fruitful informant.  Wrote “Sarhatt Memo” that suggested Bulger should be closed as informant and subjected to investigation, proof of FBI knowledge of Bulger’s criminal activities.  Locked memo in secret safe in office and labeled as Top Secret.  Currently involved in wrongful death civil litigation with the families of Brian Halloran and Michael Donahue.

Robert Fitzpatrick

Former FBI Special Agent.  Integral part of FBI Mississippi Church Bombing undercover investigation and ABSCAM white collar crime investigation.  Sent to Boston as Assistant Special Agent in Charge in 1981 to investigation rumors of corruption and examine relationship between Boston FBI and other local law enforcement agencies.  Met with Bulger in 1981 and recommended he be closed as informant and was ignored by FBI.  Worked to get cooperating witness Brian Halloran into Witness Protection before he was murdered but was denied by O’Sullivan of the Organized Crime Task Force and Attorney General at the time Bill Weld.  Also lobbied to get John McIntyre into Witness Protection before he was murdered but was again denied.  Retired from FBI in 1987.

Desi Sideropoulos

Career secretary to the FBI Special Agent in Charge of the Boston Field Office.  Has worked in this position for over 50 years.  Typed “Sarhatt memo” at SAC Sarhatt’s request and placed it in safe.  Testified she was told by subsequent SAC of the Boston office to destroy the Memo before it became public.  Currently an employee of the FBI.

The Massachusetts State Police

Bob Long

Career Massachusetts State Police Trooper.  Led State Police investigation into the Winter Hill Gang at the Lancaster Garage and pay phone banks at the Howard Johnson in 1980 to 1981.  Both investigations used wire taps that were leaked to Bulger.  Long suspected Bulger and Flemmi were under FBI protection.

Thomas Foley

Working with new Assistant US Attorney’s Wyshak and Kelly in 1991, Colonel Foley of the Massachusetts State Police supervised a new investigation into the Winter Hill Gang.  Foley and his team leveraged federal charges on low level bookies to turn them states witness and followed the money up to Bulger, Flemmi and the leadership of the Winter Hill Gang.  Ultimately got indictments issued in December of 1994 and arrested Flemmi.  Bulger escaped prosecution and would remain a fugitive until 2011.  Worked with the DOJ to get deals with Kevin Weeks and John Martorano in order to prosecute Bulger.

Tom Duffy

Lieutenant in the Massachusetts State Police.  Integral part of the early 90’s investigation into the Winter Hill Organization.  2nd in command behind Thomas Foley.
The Department of Justice

Jeremiah O'Sullivan

Lead Attorney in the Department of Justice New England Organized Crime Task Force and then US Attorney in Boston during the 1970’s and 1980’s.  Worked with Connolly and Morris of the FBI to shield Bulger from prosecution, starting with Horse Race Fixing charges in 1979.  Used Bulger as commodity on wire-tap applications against the New England Mafia.  Allegedly had personal agreement with Bulger from the late 1970’s that in exchange for his personal protection against the New England Mafia, O’Sullivan would immunize Bulger from any federal charges past, present or future. Deposed in front of the House Committee of Government Reform in 2002 and his testimony was roundly criticized for being misleading, evasive and faulty.  Died in 2009.

Carmen Ortiz

Current U.S. Attorney in Boston.  Head of office responsible for prosecuting James “Whitey” Bulger on 33 RICO acts.  Prior to beginning of 2013 trial Ortiz dropped the original racketeering indictment instead choosing to focus on murder indictments from 2000.  Many see this Bulger in a move many see as an effort to remove the case from Judge Wolf’s jurisdiction.

Judge Mark Wolf

Federal Judge on the United States District Court for the District of Massachusetts
that was assigned the 1995 Indictments against Bugler and Flemmi and ordered the release of FBI files detailing the relationship Flemmi and Bulger had with the Boston FBI.  In 1997 forced the FBI in open court to acknowledge that Bulger and Flemmi had been informants.  In 1999 released his findings in a scathing 661 page report that condemned the FBI for its handling of Bulger and Flemmi, for protecting them and found the FBI, including Connolly and Morris, criminally liable in a number of crimes, including murder.
Judge Denise J. Casper

Federal Judge on the United States District Court for the District of Massachusetts.  Confirmed in December 2010, she is the first female African American judge to serve on the federal circuit in Massachusetts.  Inherited the Bulger case in March 2013 following the forced recusal of Judge Stearns.

Judge Richard Stearns

Originally assigned the Bulger trials following the change of indictments by US Attorney Ortiz.  Defense Attorney J.W. Carney forced Stearns recusal from the case citing conflict of interest.  Stearns was a Prosecutor in the Boston Department of Justice during the 1980’s and work colleague with Jeremiah O’Sullivan.  He was also a close friend of Robert S. Mueller, former Attorney in the Boston DOJ and former Director of the FBI. 
The Prosecutors

Fred Wyshak

Worked as a District Attorney in Brooklyn before heading up the USAO Strike Force Against Organized Crime in NJ in 1989.  Transferred to Boston in 1990 and began investigation into James “Whitey” Bulger.  Teamed with AUSA Kelly and Colonel Foley, Wyshak brought indictments against Bulger and Flemmi.  With Kelly, Wyshak has been involved in every legal proceedings related to Bulger since 1995.  Wyshak is responsible for the highly contested plea agreements given John Martorano, Kevin Weeks, Stephen Flemmi and John Morris.
Brian T. Kelly

Transferred to Boston from the San Diego District Attorney’s office where he oversaw drug and violent crime prosecutions in 1991.  Has served as Assistant Attorney to Fred Wyshak for 22 years and has been involved in every litigation surrounding Bulger. Named Chief of the Public Corruption and Special Prosecutions Unit in Boston in January 2005.

Zachary Hafer

Newest edition to Wyshak’s legal team, Hafer joined the Boston office in 2007.  Before becoming a prosecutor Hafer was lawyer in New York City specializing in corporate, litigation and Tax & Employee Benefits law.

The Defense

J. W. Carney, Jr.

Considered one of the premier defense attorney’s in Massachusetts equipped to handle high profile cases, Carney was assigned the Bulger defense following his capture in 2011.  Carney admitted in court his client’s participation in drug dealing and bookmaking instead choosing to focus his defense on the FBI and DOJ’s corrupt conduct.  With Brennan Carney created a defense that cited the incredibly favorable plea deals offered to government witnesses as well as previously documented history of the FBI covering up their criminal dealings to suggest the lengths that the government would go to hide their culpability.  

Hank Brennan

Previously a District Attorney in Suffolk and Essex Counties Brennan has received accommodations for his trial advocacy from the Suffolk Law School and American Bar Association.  Brennan joined the defense team in 2011 and conducted the majority of the cross examinations during the Bulger trial.

The Victims

Stephen "Stippo" Rakes

Had his recently purchased liquor store, Stippo’s Discount Liquor, extorted from him by Kevin Weeks and Bulger.  According to Rakes, Weeks threatened him and his family with a gun.  According to Weeks, Rakes approached Bulger to sell the store but then balked at the price leading them to extort him.

Michael Milano

Murdered March 8th, 1973.  Milano worked as a bartender in Boston’s North End and, enamored by his boss “Indian” Al Notarangeli, emulated him by buying the same car. Bulger and Martorano were hired to kill Notarangeli, local gangster, by La Costra Nostra Underboss Angiulo and they accidentally killed Milano after mistaking his car for Al’s. 3 others were injured in shooting.

Al Plummer

Murdered March 19th, 1973.  Plummer is an associate of Notarangeli and is driving around with fellow gang members.  Bulger and Martorano again think they have cornered Notarangeli but again shoot the wrong car.  Plummer is killed.

William O'Brien

Murdered March 23rd, 1973.  William O’Brien was another member of Notarangeli’s gang and was shot while driving away from a weapons deal.  The real target was the passenger DiMasi who was shot eight times but survived.  O’Brien suffered 20 gunshot wounds.

James O'Toole

Murdered December 1st, 1973.  Local Boston hoodlum and rival gangster to Howie Winter who was the leader of the Winter Hill Gang at the time.  O’Toole was drunk at Bulldogs, a local pub, and threatened to kill Howie Winter.  Later that night as he left the bar Bulger, Martorano, Winter and Flemmi arrived and killed him.

“Indian” Alfred Notarangeli

Murdered February 11th, 1974.  Following the murder of his brother Notarangeli tried to negotiate peace with the Angiulo’s but first had to meet with Martorano and Bulger.  At this meeting Notarangeli was executed.  Martorano and Bulger received $25,000 for the hit.

James Sousa

Murdered October 1974.  Sousa was a member of the Winter Hill Gang who, following a deal gone wrong, was arrested by the local police on suspicion of selling fake gold.  Bulger and others worried he would snitch and murdered him at the Marshall Motors garage in Somerville where their gang congregated.  Sousa was buried along Route 95; his body has never been found.

Paul McGonagle

Murdered November 1974.  Former leader of the Mullens’ gang that fought the Killeens’ in the Irish Gang War of the 1960’s in Boston.  Bulger was a member of the Killeens that assumed control of both gangs after he and Howie Winter brokered peace in 1972.  McGonagle was lured into a car with a fake suitcase of money by Bulger and shot in the head.  He was buried in Tenean Beach and exhumed in late 2000.

Edward Connors

Murdered June 12th, 1975.  Well respected local bar-owner was killed for the part he played in setting up O’Toole in 1973.  Bulger worried that Connors would tell the police so he set Connors up with a fake phone call in a phone booth and killed him with a shotgun.

Thomas King

Murdered November 5th, 1975.  Former member of the Mulleen and Winter Hill gang who has the dubious honor of being Bulger’s first victim after allegedly becoming an FBI informant.  Bulger killed him over old rivalries from the Irish Gang War and buried his body in a marsh in Quincy.  In pages from his informant file, Bulger would blame his disappearance on Francis “Buddy” Leonard, his second murder victim of the day.  King’s body would be exhumed in 2000.

Francis "Buddy" Leonard

Murdered November 6th, 1975.  After burying Thomas King Bulger went in search of Francis “Buddy” Leonard, a friend of Thomas King that Bulger worried would seek revenge.  Waiting outside of his home, Bulger shot Leonard 14 times before placing his body in Thomas King’s vehicle to make the two seem related.

Richard Castucci

Murdered December 29th, 1976.  Local club owner and low level bookmaker.  Became an informant for the FBI when they convinced him his wife was having an affair with a member of the LCN (La Costra Nostra).  Offered information on two Winter Hill fugitives that John Connolly reported to Bulger.  Bulger set up Castucci and had Martorano shoot him in the head.

Roger Wheeler

Murdered May 27th, 1981.  Millionaire tech investor and owner of World Jai Lai.  Had hired John Callahan, Boston financial consultant, to be President and Paul H. Rico as Head of Security for World Jai Lai.  Once hired the two, allegedly working with Bulger, Flemmi and Martorano began a scheme to embezzle money out of the business and funnel to the Winter Hill Gang.  Wheeler began to investigate and Callahan suggested they kill him.  Bulger allegedly condoned the murder and Martorano killed Wheeler as he left his country club in Tulsa, OK.

Debra Davis

Murdered September 17th, 1981.  Longtime girlfriend of Stephen “the Rifleman” Flemmi Davis was allegedly strangled to death by Bulger as Flemmi watched.  Davis had recently found a new boyfriend and wanted to leave Flemmi.  According to testimony Flemmi claims Bulger worried Davis knew too much of their business and relationship with the FBI so he killed her.  Bulger denies being involved. Davis was buried in a shallow marshland grave in Dorchester.
Edward Brian Halloran

Murdered May 11th, 1982.  Wanted for the murder of a drug dealer Edward Brian Halloran attempted to strike a deal with State Police by offering up information on the Roger Wheeler murder; a murder that Bulger had approached him about committing. The state police approached the FBI and ASAC Fitzpatrick tried to get Halloran into Witness Protection.  Meanwhile Morris told Connolly about Halloran and again the information was passed onto Bulger.  Working with Weeks and Patrick Nee Bulger killed Halloran as he was getting a lift home from a bar with a friend.

Michael Donahue

Murdered May 11th, 1982.  Michael Donahue was a construction worker and family man.  He knew Halloran from the neighborhood and after running into him at a bar offered to give him a ride home in his Datsun.  As they drove off Donahue was shot in the head by Bulger.

John Callahan

Murdered August 1st, 1982.  President of World Jai Lai and architect of embezzlement scheme with the Winter Hill Gang.  Following the murder of Wheeler and Halloran Callahan was unable to continue the scheme to embezzle money out of World Jai Lai.  Bulger worries that Callahan was the only one left that could connect them and convinced Martorano, Callahan’s good friend, to kill him to protect them.  Martorano met Callahan in the Miami Airport where he shot him in the head.

Arthur "Bucky" Barrett

Murdered July 26th, 1983.  Highly skilled safecracker.  Following a successful bank robbery of the Depositor’s Trust that netted millions in cash and jewels Bulger approached Barrett.  Pretending he wanted to deal stolen diamonds Bulger kidnapped, tortured and extorted Barrett for a cut of the robbery before shooting Barrett in the back with a machine gun.  Barrett was buried in the basement of a house Flemmi owned.

John McIntyre

Murdered November 30th, 1984.  Fisherman and smuggler.  Worked with Bulger doing drug and weapons smuggling.  Following an unsuccessful attempt to smuggle guns to the IRA aboard the Valhalla McIntyre was arrested in Boston by the State Police.  Hoping to cut a deal McIntyre debrief the police about drug shipments going to Bulger and one of the police officers called the FBI to coordinate the drug bust.  Shortly after the shipment was busted, Connolly learned of McIntyre’s cooperation.  Two weeks later he disappeared.  McIntyres body would be exhumed in 2000.

Deborah Hussey

Murdered Early 1985.  Former stepdaughter and sexual partner of Stephen Flemmi.  Flemmi began a sexual relationship with her when she was a teenager that continued for years.  Hussey turned to drugs and prostitution and Bulger allegedly killed her because she was an embarrassment and knew too much.  While Bulger denies killing her Kevin Weeks and Flemmi both testify that he did.  Hussey was buried with McIntyre and Barrett in a basement grave before being moved to a shallow grave in Dorchester.

Victims’ Families

Steve Davis

Brother to murder victim Deborah Davis

Patricia Donahue

Wife to murder victim Michael Donahue

Tommy Donahue

Son to murder victim Michael Donahue

David Wheeler

Son to murder victim Roger Wheeler

The Reporters

Kevin Cullen

Columnist for the Boston Globe and co-author of Whitey Bulger: America’s Most Wanted Gangster and the Manhunt That Brought Him to Justice.  Part of the Boston Globe spotlight team that reported Bulger was an FBI informant in 1988.

Shelley Murphy

Reporter for the Boston Globe covering organized crime, homeland security and court cases.  Co-author of Whitey Bulger: America’s Most Wanted Gangster and the Manhunt That Brought Him to Justice.  Part of the Boston Globe spotlight team that reported Bulger was an FBI informant in 1988.
David Boeri

Senior reporter at WBUR.  Highly decorated journalist and winner of the 2012 National Edward R. Murrow award for investigative journalism.  Has spent 25 years reporting on the FBI’s relationship with James Bulger and recently finished the e-book Bulger on Trial: Boston’s Most Notorious Gangster and The Pursuit of Justice that chronicles the events of Bulger’s trial.

Dick Lehr

Former reporter for the Boston Globe and part of the Boston Globe spotlight team that reported Bulger was an FBI informant in 1988.  Professor of Journalism at Boston University.  Co-Author of Black Mass: Whitey Bulger, the FBI and a Devil’s Deal.

Gerard O’Neill

Part of the Boston Globe spotlight team that reported Bulger was an FBI informant in 1988 and co-author of Black Mass: Whitey Bulger, the FBI and a Devil’s Deal.

T.J. English

Crime journalist and non-fiction author.  Author of numerous books chronicling the US history of Irish Gangs including Paddywhacked: The Untold Story of the Irish American Gangster and Whitey’s Payback: and Other True Stories: Gangsterism, Murder, Corruption, and Revenge.

The Lawyers

James McDonald

John Connolly’s current lawyer.  Represented Connolly in his Florida murder trial as well as currently in his appeals process.  Specializes in Government investigations.  Former Special Agent with the FBI and Assistant Counsel, US House of Representatives, Select Committee on Crime.

Edward T. Hinchey

Lawyer for the Donahue Estate.  Represents the Donahue family in their civil litigation against the Department of Justice and the FBI for the wrongful death of Michael Donahue.  Won a large monetary award for the family before having the ruling overturned on appeal due to a statute of limitations technicality.  Currently moving forward with litigation against individual members of the FBI that are not protected by the statute of limitations.

The Politicians

William Weld

In 1981 Weld was appointed US Attorney for Massachusetts, a position he held until 1986, where he oversaw Federal prosecutions and won convictions in 109 out of 111 cases.  During his tenure Weld dismissed FBI ASAC Fitzpatrick refused to admit Brian Hallroan to Witness Protection leading to his death.  In 1986 Weld was promoted to Head of the Criminal Division of the Justice Department in Washington DC before being elected Governor of Massachusetts in 1990.  Weld would hold that office until 1996.

William Bulger

Younger brother to James “Whitey” Bulger.  Elected to Massachusetts House of representatives in 1961then the State Senate in 1970.  In 1978 Bulger was elected President of the State Senate, a position he held until 1996 making him the longest tenured Senate President in state history.  In November of 1995 Bulger was elected President of the University of Massachusetts, a position he held for 8 years.  In 2003 Bulger was forced to resign as President following the fallout from his testimony before Congress regarding his brother.  William, though granted immunity, was found to be evasive and untruthful and revealed he had initialed lied to FBI investigators regarding contact he had with James Bulger while he was a fugitive.
The Victim's Advocate

Angela Clemente

Has worked for 15 years as Victim’s advocate investigating government corruption, connected to Top Echelon Informants.  In her research Clemente uncovered that NY FBI Agent DeVecchio knowingly allowed his informant Gregory “Grime Reaper” Scarpa, executioner for the Colombo crime family, to murder upwards of 39 people while under the protection of the government.  In 2005 Clemente contributed her findings regarding to the House Committee on Government Reform that was investigating the FBI use of Informants tied to the Bulger case.  DeVecchio was subsequently indicted on corruption charges.  In 2008, Clemente sued the FBI through the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and received thousands of pages of classified documents regarding DeVecchio’s informants.  Subsequent investigations have uncovered more informants that were allowed to murder with impunity.  In February 2013 Clemente sent a 300-page report to the NY Department of Justice outlining the historic pattern of systemic corruption in the NY FBI and District Attorney’s offices.  The DOJ has yet to respond to the report.
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