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SYNOPSIS
TUCKER & DALE VS. EVIL is a hilariously gory, good-spirited horror comedy, doing for killer rednecks what Shaun of the Dead did for zombies. Tucker and Dale are two best friends on vacation at their dilapidated mountain house, who are mistaken for murderous backwoods hillbillies by a group of obnoxious, preppy college kids. When one of the students gets separated from her friends, the boys try to lend a hand, but as the misunderstanding grows, so does the body count. TUCKER & DALE VS. EVIL has been a hit on the festival circuit, debuting at Sundance, and winning the Midnight Audience Award at SXSW, the Jury Prize for First Feature at Fantasia, the Best Director award at Fantaspoa, and the Best Motion Picture Award at Sitges.

ABOUT THE PRODUCTION

Tucker and Dale vs. Evil is a zany story about love, friendship, and the occasional death by woodchipper.  The comedy takes the ‘college –kids-go-into-the-woods-and-bad-things-happen’ horror sub-genre and turns it completely around.

The script is the brainchild of the writing team of Eli Craig & Morgan Jurgenson who attended University of Southern California Graduate School of Cinema (USC) and they wrote this screenplay together just after graduation in 2005. 

Jurgenson said he was stuck in traffic one day while returning to Los Angeles and was re-routed through a small town that shall remain nameless for its own protection. “It was a strange little town and it started me thinking about all the clichés of college kids losing their way and winding up in places like this,” he said, adding, “I thought it could be interesting if you flipped it around. Set it in the back hills but instead of crazed hillbillies, have a couple of good old boys who are simple and sweet and don’t have a mean bone in their bodies, with the college kids as the cause of the friction.”

“So when I returned to LA I was working with Eli on a couple of projects and we started knocking around ideas as to what our next script might be. I threw out the idea and I saw his head tilt and a light went on. He really liked the concept so we wrote the script.” Before they went out with their spec script, Craig and Jurgenson agreed that subject to financing Craig would deliver his directing debut with this project, and in exchange, Jurgenson would be attached as producer.

In 2006 the screenplay had still remained unsold but studio development executives all over Los Angeles had read and loved the screenplay, they just didn’t know how to convince their respective employers to finance it. One of those bright young executives, Alissa Ferguson (now Alissa Phillips) who runs Michael De Luca’s Sony based production company in Los Angeles, sent the screenplay to independent producer Thomas Augsberger (Mr. Brooks, Waiting, Incident At Loch Ness) at Eden Rock Media, her former boss. “The studios are unlikely to ever make this but you are used to working with first time writer/directors and maybe just crazy enough to take it on – and then they can buy it from you in Sundance” she told Augsberger jokingly. Augsberger immediately read the screenplay and saw potential in the fresh take on a conventional horror set-up. He watched Craig’s short film the The Tao of Pong and felt that the young man had it probably in him to become a great comedy director.  A couple of days later, in June 2006, after Augsberger met with Craig & Jurgenson for a few hours in his office on the old Charlie Chaplin Lot in Hollywood, the three of them struck a deal to partner up on the project twelve months later Augsberger had been turned down by all equity investors, Gap-Financiers, foreign and domestic distributors, US Studios and anybody else he vaguely knew who could potentially help him get the film off the ground. With few options left, Augsberger approached his long time friend Deepak Nayar of Kintop Pictures. Nayar had produced films like Bend It Like Beckham and Bride and Prejudice in such unlikely locations as Isle Of Man, one of the Channel Islands off the coast of England, with partial financing from an Isle of Man Film Fund. Nayar immediately sent the Tucker & Dale screenplay to the fund managers who liked the screenplay and a few days later pre-production started with a surprisingly successful location scout in the Isle Of Man, While Nayar and Augsberger convinced Craig that they could shoot the entire film on the British Island the Financiers had second thoughts. Craig, who had been convinced, was heartbroken and the project languished for nine more months until Nayar struck a deal with Reliance Big, the Indian Entertainment giant, to co-finance a small film slate with him. Nayar decided to risk his fresh production funds on Tucker & Dale. In addition to Reliance Big, Augsberger & Nayar brought in Canadian line producer Rosanne Milliken and - once it became clear that the most advantageous funding structure was available not in Vancouver but in the Province of Alberta, Milliken’s then business partner Albert Klychak was brought on board to help fulfill the Alberta financing requirements. While Augsberger had to give up his producer credit in favor of Miliken & Klychak to make the Canadian producer credit requirements work, he felt his sacrifice was worth it after 3 years of trying to get the picture financed. A substantial investment from the UK’s Mark Ryan’s Loubyloo Productions completed the financing of the picture which finally closed in April 2009 and was soon followed by Augsberger and Craig starting the casting process while Nayar and Milliken focused on prepping & pre-production in Calgary.

Tucker and Dale vs. Evil was to be Craig’s feature directorial debut, but he was no stranger to production.  A graduate of USC’s Graduate School of Cinema, Craig worked for several years as an actor before his desire for more creative control lead him toward writing and directing.  He wrote and directed the award winning short film, “The Tao of Pong” in 2005 and produced, edited and shot dozens of music videos, commercials, and documentaries since then.  Craig was well tuned to the stresses of independent filmmaking 
Craig found Director of Cinematography David Geddes, whose previous work on The Messengers and his second unit work on Night at the Museum was a big reason for Craig’s interest in hiring him.  David also had experience shooting fast and furious on smaller films like Smokin’ Aces 2.   The combination of horror experience and comedy made David a perfect match for the film.  

For Geddes, the contrasting genres of horror and comedy forced the filmmakers to make decisions about the look and feel of the film. “When you are shooting horror you try to make it look dark and creepy. You want the bogeyman to jump out of the shadows, while comedy is light and airy and well lit,” he said, adding, “We approached this as more of a comedy. In post-production we were able to de-saturate the visuals and produce more of a scary look where needed. Working with Eli did not have the feel of working with a first time director,” said Geddes.

“First time directors can sometimes be tricky, but Eli comes from an acting background and had some experience. So I do not consider him a true first timer. He had a big head start with the staging and blocking of the scenes”.  Geddes added, Eli has done a great job directing this film. We had great fun every day on set, which is true to form working on a comedy.”

First assistant director Jason Furukawa echoed the opinion of Geddes regarding working with Craig, when he said, “Normally when I work with a first time feature director I am concerned about time, communication and his or her personal attitude toward the crew and the stress of the day and the ability to keep a calm set.. He always had a great sense of humor and was open to collaboration. I will work with him any time again.”

It was fortunate that Craig exhibited such grace and control under pressure, for there was plenty of unforeseen pressure brought on by the very unseasonable Alberta weather.

Filming for the vast majority of Tucker & Dale vs. Evil took place on acreage just west of the Calgary city limits in the summer of 2009. Calgary is renowned as the city in Canada that gets the most days of sunshine. You would not have known it from the production shoot on this film.

Said Craig, jokingly, “Everyone lied and said it was hot in the summer and the truth was we actually had one day of sunshine and day one was indeed great. From then on it was constant rain, sleet, dark clouds, storm, lightning – you name an adverse weather condition and we had it.”

“We had more loss and damage on this show than I have ever had in 10 shows,” said Milliken, who is based in Vancouver on Canada’s west coast. “In large part this was due to the weather and the muddy locations. On our first day, the camera truck driver drove into the honey-wagon, creating a massive hole in it. We had close to twenty-five loss & damage claims and previously I had never had more than three, in fifty productions! The constant rain (the Calgary crew was not as accustomed to shooting in the rain as Vancouver crews are) proved to be problematic but fortunately no one was electrocuted, and in the end it did add to the atmosphere.”

Beyond the weather another problem the location presented was the lack of a usable sawmill, which was essential for a climactic scene in the film. The only sawmill in the area was unavailable and production designer John Blackie was able to transform an old barn near the woods where the majority of the action was filmed.  

Blackie saw that as a plus. “Actually it was a beautiful accident that we didn’t find a sawmill, for in the end this kept us in one location, allowing us to stay together in the same spot for the majority of the filming and that helped us in the long run.

Other than some scenes in a bowling alley in the nearby Town of Cochrane, a store, a park in Calgary which provided the lake scene where Tucker and Dale are fishing and some driving segments, the entire film was shot on a private ranch outside of Cochrane.

Despite the hardships that the weather constantly provided the cast and crew kept their spirits up every day and the rapport between Craig and the actors was outstanding.

Tyler Labine, who plays ‘Dale,’ called the entire filming a “fantastible” experience (adding that he was taking credit for the word!).  He also said that throughout filming Craig was “as cool as the other side of my pillow,” adding, “It is not always easy as an actor to place all your trust in a first time director, but Eli made it remarkably so.”

Craig saw in Labine “the heart of gold” combined with the superb comical timing that ‘Dale’ needed to have. Adds Augsberger: “With Tyler being relatively unknown outside Canada but being so right for the role we were initially hoping to cast at least ‘Tucker’ and ‘Alison’ with actors who would be a more widely recognizable stars. But the casting fell smack in the middle of the US pilot season and despite the best efforts of our US and Canadian casting directors and pretty strong support from the US talent agencies we didn’t really cast our co-leads, Alan Tudyk and Katrina Bowden, until 3 days prior to start of principal photography. Says Augsberger: “In the end, we just went with who Eli, Morgan, our casting directors, my producer colleagues and I  considered the best actors for the role, knowing full well that this decision would potentially come to haunt us when we would try to get a US distribution deal down the road – which it did.”

Labine describes his character as “a good old boy but he doesn’t have sage wisdom, but at the heart of it he is a softie. Put a canvas in front of him he just might paint a masterpiece.”

The chemistry between Labine’s ‘Dale’ and Tudyk’s ‘Tucker’ was magical and produced some great moments on screen where both actors would run off on their own dialogue.

“My background is adlibbing and theatre sports and Alan and I just clicked on screen and off,” said Labine, enthusiastically adding, “If Eli wants to shoot a sequel, for instance – ‘Tucker & Dale go to Yale’ – count me in!”

Tudyk, who had not met Labine prior to filming, also enjoyed the onscreen banter with his co-star.

“Tyler is very talented and has a sense of humor that blended well with my own. Despite the bizarre un-summer-like weather we had a lot of fun filming.”

Craig said working with the talents of Labine and Tudyk was a tremendous experience. “Both men are capable of such depth and range beyond the jokes. They are playing full characters. The humor comes not only from the lines, but from their looks and how they react with each other.”

For the female lead role of ‘Allison,’ Katrina Bowden, best known as ‘Cerie’ on the hit series “30 Rock,” was cast as the girl who steals Dale’s heart.

Bowden said she appreciated the fact that Craig had a lot of acting experience. “Eli understands the actors’ perspective and he always presented what he wanted to us in a way that we understood. For a first time feature director this is rare, but it made the filming so enjoyable.”

One thing Bowden said she wasn’t prepared for was how the effects - especially the gore and the makeup - would look. “Seeing it all being shot is crazy – the gory aspects are so visually great. The effects are so shocking. You read the script but you don’t expect it to look as graphic as it is.”

The spattering of gore and blood work that crops up in the film provided its own difficulties for costume designer Mary Hyde-Kerr, who said she had to have half a dozen identical outfits of many of the costumes in order to allow for additional takes where a character would get his apparel “blood soaked.”

When asked how she researched what Tucker and Dale should be wearing, Hyde-Kerr said, “I watched Deliverance and I Googled ‘West Virginia hillbillies’ – you wouldn’t believe what I found on the Internet!”

The filming of Tucker & Dale vs. Evil began on June 10, 2009 and continued through July 15.

One final note – Eli Craig would like everyone to be assured that no actual hillbillies were harmed during the filming of Tucker & Dale vs. Evil. So PETH (Persons for the Ethical Treatment of Hillbillies) – relax!

ABOUT THE CAST

TYLER LABINE – Dale
Nurturing an impressive body of work that encompasses comedy and drama, Tyler Labine’s career continues to evolve with exciting and challenging projects.  Posed to have a break-out year, “Labine is inherently funny” and “automatic laugh-getter” are just a few examples of what  people are saying about his performances in his upcoming films.  

 

Labine recently finished working with Justin Long on the comedy Lumpy, in which he plays the title character.  The story, about the best man at an Arizona destination wedding, Lumpy is the life of the party, until a long, indulgent night leads to his untimely death. 

 

In 2011, Labine will be seen starring in three feature films.  He plays Franklin, lab partner to James Franco’s character, in The Rise of the Planet of the Apes, released August 5th, but he REALLY brings the funny in his upcoming comedy A Good Old Fashioned Orgy (starring alongside Jason Sudeikis).  The film is about a close group of 30-somethings who spend every summer weekend throwing elaborate theme parties.  When someone decides to sell off their summer playground, the friends agree there is only one way to have the biggest and brashest send off party, a good old fashioned orgy.  The film debuted to rave reviews at the Tribeca Film Festival will be released in theaters September 2nd.   

 

Additionally, Tyler stars as Dale in TUCKER & DALE VS. EVIL  The film, a hilariously gory, good-spirited horror comedy, follows two best friends on vacation at their dilapidated Appalachian mountain cabin that are mistaken for murderous backwoods hillbillies by a group of obnoxious, preppy college kids. When one of the students gets separated from her friends, Tucker and Dale try to lend a hand, but as the misunderstanding grows, so does the body count.  The film debuted at the Sundance Film Festival and Labine recently won the Leo Award for Best Lead Male Performance in a Feature Film for his work.  The film has won the Audience Award and Midnight Movie Award at the South by Southwest Film and Music Festival, the Jury Prize for Best First Feature at Montreal’s Fantasia Film Festival and the award for Best Feature Film from the AMPIA (Alberta Media Production Industries Association).  His other film credits include My Boss's Daughter with Ashton Kutcher, Zack and Miri Make a Porno with Seth Rogan, Flyboys, Trixie, and Antitrust.
Segueing effortlessly between the big and small screens, Labine recently stole the show on the CBS comedy "Mad Love," about a foursome of New Yorkers looking for love.  He starred in the CW drama “Reaper” for which he won back to back Leo Awards for Best Lead Performance by a Male in a Dramatic Series.  Labine is also known for his role as a series regular on the ABC science fiction show "Invasion" as well as a starring role on ABC’s hit legal show "Boston Legal," which won 5 Emmy Awards and 4 Golden Globe Awards during its 5-year run.   He also starred in the Fox series “Sons of Tucson” and enjoyed the challenge of portraying John Belushi in the television film "Behind the Camera: The Unauthorized story of 'Mork & Mindy.'"

 
In addition to his aptitude for acting, Labine continues to pursue his musical and creative talents. In 2004, Labine produced the film Everyone which won the Best Film Award at the Montreal Film Festival.  He and his brother, Cameron, co-wrote the film Control Alt Delete in which Tyler starred/produced and Cameron directed.  Additionally, he executive-produced, starred in, wrote and co-directed the mockumentary Extreme Walking.  A talented music producer and MC, Labine is a part of two bands.  He formed the hip-hop band Self-Dep with his brother Kyle, Geoff Gustafson and Ryan Robbins and Demons are Real is an electro/indie/pop band he created with his brother Cameron.  
A native of Canada, Labine began his career at the age of nine booking parts on television and professional theatre in Toronto, Ontario.  He moved to Vancouver, British Columbia and continued to work in television and film. He splits his time between Vancouver and Los Angeles.

ALAN TUDYK – Tucker

Alan Tudyk stars in ABC’s comedy series “Suburgatory” opposite Jeremy Sisto, Cheryl Hines, and Jane Levy.

Tudyk recently completed work in Fox’s Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter, playing ‘Stephen A. Douglas’ and was most recently seen in Paramount’s feature film, Transformers: Dark of the Moon playing the role of ‘Dutch’. 

Tudyk quickly became a sought-after comedic actor after films like Knocked Up, 28 Days, A Knight’s Tale, and Dodgeball: A True Underdog Story, where he gained critical acclaim playing the beloved role of ‘Steve the Pirate’. He has completed work in films including 3:10 to Yuma, Death at a Funeral, I, Robot, Beautiful Boy, Serenity, Ice Age: The Meltdown and Ice Age 2: The Meltdown. 

On Broadway, Tudyk appeared opposite Kristin Chenoweth in “Epic Proportions,” he played ‘Lancelot’ with the original cast in Monty Python’s “Spamalot,” and more recently played the lead role of ‘Peter’ in “Prelude to a Kiss” opposite John Mahoney. Additional television credits include “Firefly” and “Dollhouse” for creator Joss Whedon, “Arrested Development,” and “Strangers with Candy”. 

Tudyk is a graduate of the prestigious Juilliard Conservatory and grew up in Plano, Texas. 

KATRINA BOWDEN – Allison

Katrina Bowden was born in Wyckoff, New Jersey where she got her start in acting and modeling.

She attended Saint Thomas More School in Midland Park, NJ for her grammar and middle school education, before moving on to Immaculate Heart Academy. While she was at school, Bowden was an honors student, and managed to gain a number of small acting and modeling jobs, mainly starring in music videos.

Under the name Katie Bowden she appeared in an episode of "Law and Order: SVU," Fall Out Boy's music video "Dance, Dance", and in numerous commercials. In 2006 she joined the daytime drama "One Life to Live" but had to quit before her two episodes aired since the schedules conflicted with the role she is easily best known for, that as ‘Cerie’ on the popular and critically acclaimed "30 Rock," where she has appeared for four seasons.

Other roles Bowden has had include being the object of desire – ‘Ms Tasty’ - in the feature Sex Drive, as ‘Christy’ in the horror-thriller The Shortcut, and as ‘Deanna’ in the upcoming A True Story. Based on Things That Never Actually Happened… and Some That Did.
JESSE MOSS – Chad

Jesse Moss was born in Vancouver and has been acting in commercials, on television and in features since he was ten years old. He already has amassed nearly eighty credits, and he only just turned twenty-six years old this year.

He is perhaps best known for his roles of Jason Wise in Final Destination 3 and Quinn McKaye on “Whistler.”
Other features he has acted in include Wild Cherry, The Uninvited, Free Style, Partition and Ginger Snaps.
Moss has appeared in numerous television series, including "Alice I Think, "The Dead Zone," "The Collector," "Trollz," "Tru Calling," "The Twilight Zone," "Dark Angel" and "The Outer Limits.” He also appeared in the miniseries "The Andromeda Strain" and "Into the West."

BRANDON JAY McLAREN – Jason

Brandon Jay McLaren was born in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada and is best known as Devon Sylver on the TV series "The Best Years" and Toby from "She's the Man." As well he recently starred in the ensemble cast of "Harper's Island."

Although his acting career only started in 2003, he has already filled his resume with many credits in television and in movies.

McLaren made his feature film debut in Scooby Doo 2: Monsters Unleashed and broke hearts in his roles in the TV movie, "Romance" and "D/C Sniper: 23 Days of Fear." He recently appeared in the Jennifer Aniston feature Love Happens and was most recently seen alongside Jeff Bridges and John Hurt in the highly anticipated Tron Legacy.
In addition, he has guest starred in many television series, including "The Days," "Reunion," "The Collector," "Smallville," "The Chris Isaak Show," and "Blade."

Born of Trinidadian and Grenadian descent, McLaren is very athletic and graduated from Johnston Heights Secondary School. He received a Soccer Scholarship to the State University of New York at Albany and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Human Biology.
CHRISTIE LAING – Naomi

Christie Laing is a Vancouver-based actress whose stunning looks have kept her busy since she took up acting seriously in 2004, when she appeared in the television movie "Sudbury."

Since then she has appeared in many television series, including "The Days," "Dead Like Me," "Smallville," "Supernatural," "The 4400," "Whistler," "Fear Itself" and "The Assistants.

Television movies Laing has appeared in include "The Mrs. Clause," Just a Phase," "Troglodyte" and the upcoming "The Boy Who Cried Werewolf." She also acted in the features Scary Movie 4 and Going the Distance.
CHELAN SIMMONS – Chloe
Chelan Simmons was born in Vancouver, British Columbia.  She is the youngest of three children.

She took a modeling/acting course for six weeks and after graduation, was asked to audition for a “Back to School” commercial for Woodward’s department store. She landed the lead in it - the first of over thirty television commercials she appeared in. 

Simmons has been a natural performer since the age of 2. Her first movie role was as 'Its' first victim in the horror movie Stephen King's It in 1990 in which she played Laurie Ann Winterbarger. Her most recognizable roles are in features such as The Harp, The Long Weekend, Wind Chill and as Ashley Freund in Final Destination 3.

She has appeared in a number of television movies such as "Caved In," "Ogre," "Ice Twisters," "Carrie" and "Monster Island." 

Also on television Simmons has made regular cast appearances in popular series, from a regular role on twenty-five episodes of "Kyle XY" as Hillary, to the role of Crystal in eleven episodes of "Edgemont." She has also guest appeared on numerous series, including "Smallville," "About a Girl" and "Supernatural.”
ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS
ELI CRAIG – Writer / Director

Writer-Director Eli Craig spent his childhood split between two worlds: between his father’s remote cabin in the woods in a small town in Oregon, and his mother’s residence in Los Angeles, California.  While in Oregon, he would help his father build additions to his cabin, cut down trees, and shoot guns at beer cans; while in Los Angeles, Eli would work on comedic skits with his older brother, screenwriter Peter Craig, and tag along with his mother, actress Sally Field, to her sets.  After graduating from the University of Colorado with a degree in psychology and a minor in theater, Eli worked for a while as an Outward Bound instructor and mountaineering guide, successfully guiding clients up the highest peaks in North America; including Mt. Aconcagua (22,841ft), Denali (20,320ft), Rainier (14,411ft) and many others.  After an especially life-threatening climb, Eli decided to spend a little more time acting like a bad-ass rather than actually being one.  Welcome back to Hollywood.  
After a short stint as an actor, working in films such as Carrie 2, and Space Cowboys, Eli pulled away from acting and attended USC’s Graduate School of Cinema where he wrote and directed the award-winning short, “The Tao of Pong.”  After graduating he co-wrote the script for TUCKER & DALE VS. EVIL with a friend from USC, Morgan Jurgenson.  While working to finance his passion project, he worked as a producer for music videos and commercials and continued trying to kick down whatever doors he could to get enough money for his first feature.  
Persistence eventually paid off and TUCKER & DALE VS. EVIL premiered at the Sundance Film Festival in 2010 then went on to win the Audience Award at SXSW, Best First Feature at Fantasia, Best Film at Sitges, and Best Director at Fantaspoa.  The film sat in distribution limbo in the US however as studios felt it was too risky and unusual to buy.  Regardless, the festival showings continued to build up a fan base by word of mouth after rare screenings and the enthusiasm around the film finally convinced US distributor Magnet Releasing to take a leap of faith – TUCKER & DALE VS. EVIL is now scheduled to be released in early fall 2011.  Eli is currently working on a new screenplay that twists the horror genre once again in new direction and is thrilled that there are at least a few people with an equally twisted and fun loving sense of humor.  He currently lives in Malibu with his wife, former kickass Power Ranger Sasha Craig, and their 5 year old son, deadly ninja master, Noah. 

MORGAN JURGENSON – Writer / Producer

Morgan Jurgenson grew up in the small mountain town of Paradise, California.

He received his MFA in Film Production from USC in 2004 and after working for three years as an assistant to director/producer/writer Chuck Russell he made the leap to being a full-time screenwriter.  Tucker & Dale vs. Evil is his first produced feature.

Jurgenson currently resides in Los Angeles with his wife Amy.
THOMAS AUGSBERGER – Executive Producer 

Thomas Augsberger is the owner of Eden Rock Media, an independent production company and media consulting business, based in Los Angeles. 

As producer/executive producer, Augsberger has been responsible from development to theatrical release for more than sixteen feature films produced predominantly in the US but also in the UK, Canada, Australia, and Germany during the past 12 years, including Mr. Brooks, directed by Bruce Evans and starring Kevin Costner, Demi Moore, Dane Cook & William Hurt;  Waiting, directed by Rob McKittrick and starring Ryan Reynolds, Anna Faris, Dane Cook & Luis Guzman; Strange Bedfellows, directed by Dean Murphy and starring Paul Hogan & Michael Caton, and Incident at Loch Ness, directed by Zak Penn and starring Werner Herzog. Fourteen of Augsberger’s sixteen feature film productions have been directed by first time writer/directors. 

Augsberger is also a principal of filmaka.com, a global on-line studio that allows contestants from around the world to submit their digital short-form content to a Jury of accomplished independent filmmakers like Zak Penn, Niel LaBute, Werner Herzog, John Madden, Laura Bickford, Wim Wenders, and others.
MARK RYAN – Executive Producer 
Following a successful career in the Telecoms Arena - Mark established LOUBYLOO PRODUCTIONS in 2007 to produce a slate of commercially compelling Feature Films - Tucker & Dale vs. Evil is his first production.
ALBERT KLYCHAK – Producer

Alberta based businessman, Albert Klychak, formed Urban Island Distribution in 2006, when he took an interest in financing feature films.  

Buoyed by the interest the Alberta Government was taking by making an all out effort to create a viable film industry, and to utilize and create theatrical talent in Alberta, he felt the time was right to develop Urban Island as a production and distribution entity.

ROSANNE MILLIKEN – Producer

Rosanne Milliken is the founder of Gynormous Pictures and is a respected and prolific Canadian producer with experience in International Co-Productions, Canadian Content Productions and Service Productions.  

She has a BA in Political Science from the U of A, and a BFA in Islamic Art and Architecture from Uvic

Rosanne started her film career working in documentaries as a writer, producer and editor. She moved on to working in business affairs for Shavick Entertainment and casting for SABAN Entertainment for many years.  She became President of Production for Shavick Entertainment from 1993-1999 where she oversaw the production of more than 50 television movies and feature films as well as the series, “Breaker High,” “Ninja Turtles: The Next Mutation,” and “The New Addams Family.”  

Since 2000, Milliken has produced the Emmy Award winning mini-series “The Magician’s House” with Kudos and Forefront, the late Bob Clarke’s Karate Dog and Baby Geniuses 2 (both co-productions with Germany and the UK), Josef Rusnak’s SOLO and is in perpetual pre-production on Josef’s Meet the Devil (a German-Canada co-production).  She produced the feature film School of Life starring Ryan Reynolds and David Paymer in 2003.  

Milliken is the mother to the witty, beautiful and sometimes overly dramatic Lara, her 13 year old daughter, who has been the inspiration for numerous others to procreate. 

DEEPAK NAYAR – Producer

For nearly two decades, Deepak Nayar has been a successful independent film producer. 

His first features from his US-based company Kintop Pictures were David Lynch’s critically acclaimed Lost Highway and Wim Wender’s award winning The End Of Violence. His work with Wenders led him to a “Best Documentary” Academy Award nomination for The Buena Vista Social Club, as well as a Grammy nomination for their 2001 long form music video Teatro starring Willie Nelson. Nayar further collaborated with Wenders, producing Wender’s Million Dollar Hotel, winning the Silver Bear award.

In 2001 he produced the Golden Globe and Bafta nominated Bend It Like Beckham, followed by his success with Bride & Prejudice.  2005-2007, Deepak produced, Paul Berges’ The Mistress of Spices, Mahesh Mathai’s supernatural thriller Broken Threads and Paul Schrader's The Walker.

Nayar has a particular ability for nurturing new talent and has been behind the directorial debuts of a number of successful directors, including William Jennings (Harlem Aria), Mahesh Mathai (Bhopal Express) and Matt Dillon (City of Ghosts).

In addition to Tucker and Dale vs. Evil, Nayar has concluded production on his other feature film titled Swinging with the Finkels, directed by Jonathan Newman and starring Martin Freeman, Mandy Moore, Melissa George, Jonathan Silverman and Jerry Stiller. He also wrapped production on his next feature film titled Blown directed by Martha Fiennes, in early 2010. 

Future projects include List of Seven & 2nd Objective, both based on bestseller books by Mark Frost (creator of “Twin Peaks”) with Pathe, U.K. London and an animation feature titled Caterpillarland, by Roxanne Beck.
DAVID GEDDES, CSC – Director of Photography

Director of Photography David Geddes began his film career shooting 16mm investigative journalism, documentary, and independent short films all over the world.

Geddes moved into 35mm television and feature work first as an operator, then as Director of Photography on "21 Jump Street," followed by the first season of the original "Beverly Hills 90210." His more than 70 feature, pilot, series, telefilms, and short drama credits have been shot on four continents and run the gamut of action, suspense, horror, science fiction, comedy and romance.

Some of the feature work Geddes has shot includes Smokin Aces: Blowback, The Messengers, A Simple Curve, Halloween: Resurrection and Here's to Life.
His series work has included "Life Unexpected," "Point Pleasant" and "Dark Angel." 

Geddes has worked with a range of image capture technologies, including film, video, HD and digital. The series "Sanctuary" was the first television series in North America to use the RED ONE digital technology.
JOHN BLACKIE – Production Designer

John Blackie has worked in Alberta as a production designer for over twenty years, beginning with back to back Anne Wheeler features, Cowboys Don’t Cry and Bye Bye Blues. Other feature films he production designed were Solitaire, Angel Square, The Road to Saddle River, Bordertown Café and the upcoming The Last Rites of Ransom Pride.  

His television movie credits include “Mayerthorpe,” "Waking up Wally: The Walter Gretzky Story," "A Friend of the Family," "Dawn Anna," "Gone in a Heartbeat," "The War Between Us," "The Song Spinner" "Black Fox," "Probable Cause," "Crazy Canucks," "The Investigation," "Agent of Influence," "The Diviners" and "Heart Full of Rain."

Television series Blackie has worked as production designer on include "Lonesome Dove: the Outlaw Years," "MythQuest," "Mutant X," "Honey, I Shrunk the Kids" and the upcoming "Dinosapien."
For "The Diviners" (1994), "Mutant X" and "Agent of Influence" (both 2003) Blackie received Gemini Award nominations for Best Production Design or Art Direction in a Dramatic Program or Series. He also received a nomination last year for “his work on “Mayerthorpe,” in the category of Best Production Design or Art Direction in a Fiction Program or Series.

BRIDGET DURNFORD – Editor

Born in Iserlohn, Germany, Bridget Durnford came to Canada in 1966. She studied film at the Southern Alberta Institute of Technology (SAIT) and worked as a film and video editor all over the world for years before settling in Calgary where she has been constantly applying her craft to numerous feature films, documentaries, music videos, television movies and programs.

Some features Durnford has edited include 45 RPM, Anthrax, Double Frame, Almost America, Silent Cradle and Question of Privilege. Included among the many television movies Durnford has edited are “A Very Merry Daughter of the Bride,” “Confessions of a Go-Go Girl,” “The Other Woman,” “I Dream of Murder,” “Picking Up and Dropping Off,” “Crazy Canucks,” “Behind the Camera: The Unauthorized Story of ‘Mork and & Mindy’,” the two “North of 60” television movies “Distant Drumming” and “Another Country” as well as “Touch the Top of the World.”

An experienced editor who has worked at four Olympic Games, the Commonwealth Games and World figure Skating competitions, Durnford has also edited the television series “Shoebox Zoo” and two seasons of “Tom Stone.”  Documentary series she has edited include “Road Hammers,” “Not Your Daddy’s Country,” “Undiscovered Country” and “The Industry.”
MARY HYDE-KERR – Costume Design

Mary Hyde-Kerr has been working in the costume department on several Alberta-based shows in the past decade.

Features she was the costume designer on include Fugitives Run and Santa's Slay, as well she designed the costumes for the television movies "100 Days in the Jungle," "Twelve Mile Road," "The Messengers" and "Christmas in Wonderland." 

Hyde-Kerr has also worked extensively in the industry as a costume set supervisor, which she did for the series "Wild Roses," the miniseries "Everest" and several television movies, including "Moondance Alexander," "Santa Baby," "The Ron Clark Story," "Selling Innocence," "Lies My Mother Told Me," "Dawn Anna" and "Hollywood Wives: the New Generation."

Feature films Hyde-Kerr has worked wardrobe on include The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford, Texas Rangers, The Hitcher II, Ginger Snaps Unleashed, Big City and Scar.
MIKE SHIELDS – Composer

Mike Shields is a composer/singer/songwriter from Calgary, Alberta.  He has been an active musician since starting classical piano at age 5. Shields released "Grace Motel," his debut CD in 1995. Two singles did well on the national charts and his award winning videos aired on CMT and MuchMusic, as well as the Country Beat on CBC. His next album "Stranger than Fiction" was released across the country in August of 1999 and a television documentary was released late in 2000.

Since the release of his second CD Shields started Jet Music Inc. and became the music director for Sync Spot Digital Audio Post in Calgary. Recently he has opened Jet Music Canada and become a partner in SoundProof - a commercial music company - in Toronto.

Since the release of his last record, the film bug has bitten hard and Shields has been scoring many feature film scores, television programs, and commercials - and winning several awards along the way, including a Gemini for Best Original Music Score for a Program or Mini-Series, for "100 Days in the Jungle."

Features he has scored include John Fawcett’s Ginger Snaps, Two Brothers, A Girl & A Gun, and Robert Cuffley's films Walk All Over Me and Turning Paige, which resulted in Shields receiving a Best Song Genie nomination. He has also scored Susan Cardinal's one-hour documentary "Dream Makers" as well as Leslie Iwerks’ feature documentary Dirty Oil, numerous short films including "Half Nelson," an award winning film by for the Canadian Film Centre, Allan Beleyea’s “Injustice” and “B.A.T.U.S.” - a film for the British Army.  

Shield's television work includes "From The Hip,” CTV’s documentary, “Running on Empty,” “David Suzuki’s World,” the CTV television movie "Crazy Canucks," and six episodes of the new series "Final 24."
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