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SYNOPSIS
After stumbling upon a bizarre “competitive endurance tickling” video online, wherein young men are paid to be tied up and tickled, reporter David Farrier reaches out to request a story from the company. But the reply he receives is shocking—the sender mocks Farrier's sexual orientation and threatens extreme legal action should he dig any deeper. So, like any good journalist confronted by a bully, he does just the opposite: he travels to the hidden tickling facilities in Los Angeles and uncovers a vast empire, known for harassing and harming the lives of those who protest their involvement in these films. The more he investigates, the stranger it gets, discovering secret identities and criminal activity. Discovering the truth becomes Farrier’s obsession, despite increasingly sinister threats and warnings. With humor and determination, Farrier and co-director Dylan Reeve summon up every resource available to get to the bottom of this tickling wormhole.

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENTS 

David Farrier:

I’ve come across a lot of strange things and interesting people in my years as a pop culture reporter, but nothing had prepared me for what I encountered during the making of Tickled. 

It started as most stories start: A friend emailed me a link to something interesting on the Internet. In this case: Competitive Endurance Tickling. It was strange from the outset, but as I began talking with the organisers things rapidly spiralled out of control. A whole new world opened up in front of me - a world of tickling and a laughter, but also lawsuits and danger.

During the whole process of making this film I came under attack from a variety of people - including private investigators and lawyers in New Zealand and the United States. I soon came to realise this wasn’t just a story about tickling: It was about power and control - and who had it. 

On my journey to uncover the truth I met characters I could hardly believe were real: The cheerful professional who tickles others for a full-time job; the deeply obsessed journalist who dedicated years of his life to uncovering the truth; and the young athlete who had his life derailed by a force he never saw coming. Like me, these individuals all stumbled into the world of tickling with a slight naivety, but came to understand its complexity first-hand. 
Dylan Reeve: 

When I first saw David’s strange interaction with Jane O’Brien Media on Facebook my attention was grabbed. It was an unbelievable response to a very tame interview request, and clearly something just wasn’t right.

As we started to see evidence of the campaigns of harassment and abuse I felt that we had no choice but to expose what was happening. The power of storytelling was the weapon that David and I could wield against this online bullying. It was something I felt strongly that we had to do, whatever the consequences may be. Although at that stage I still had no idea what would come.

The twists and turns we uncovered in chasing the story were at times exciting, alarming, surprising, scary and hilarious. We never quite knew what was real and what was fake. Were we being played? Was that car following us? Did Jane know where we were? Were we going to end up in court? We never quite knew what was around the corner.

The end result of all this is something I’m incredibly proud to have made and is so much more than we’d ever imagined at the outset. I hope that is both informative and entertaining, but above all I hope that it can actually make a difference - that the film might prevent further harassment in the future for guys who’ve done nothing wrong.
ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

David Farrier – Co-Director

Born on Christmas Day and having grown up in a town called Bethlehem, David Farrier has always been drawn to the stranger side of life. 

After failing miserably to get into medical school, Farrier graduated with a journalism degree from Auckland University of Technology and began work on late-night news show Nightline as an entertainment reporter in 2006. 

Tickled was Farrier’s opportunity to sink his teeth into a large story, weaving together a complex story into something entertaining, dark, and funny.

He became known for his distinctive sign-off, while covering quirky local news and bigger entertainment stories overseas; travelling to LA to cover events like Michael Jackson’s death, the Grammy awards and the E3 video games expo. His entertainment round saw him interviewing luminary figures including Justin Bieber, Leonardo DiCaprio and Tommy Wiseau.

Fascinated by cryptozoology, Farrier began hosting The Cryptid Factor radio show in 2009 with comic and actor Rhys Darby. The show now runs as a podcast, keeping listeners abreast of important matters related to Bigfoot and the Loch Ness Monster.

Farrier and Darby went on to star in Netflix comedy series Short Poppies, in which Farrier played himself. He also played himself in no-budget horror-comedy Ghost Shark 2: Urban Jaws.

In 2015 Farrier began co-hosting TV3’s late night news show Newsworthy, a quirky daily programme that looks at “the ordinary and the extraordinary”. A segment called “The Sauna Sessions” saw Farrier interviewing New Zealand politician Colin Craig in a hot sauna, and is rumored to have led to the end of Craig’s political career. 

He writes for a variety of publications and websites, recently interviewing viral sensation Mia Matsumiya and character actor Stephen Tobolowsky, and writing about his harrowing meeting with Gene Simmons. A segment of his interview with Lorde briefly went viral.

Farrier is a big fan of social media, posting on Instagram and tweeting under @davidfarrier. 

His best friend is his 2½ year old sun conure, Keith.

Tickled is Farrier’s first feature length documentary.

Dylan Reeve – Co-Director
Dylan knew at the age of eight that he wanted to make TV shows and movies. But after leaving school he accidentally fell into a varied career in IT and the Internet, having started his working life with fledgling ISP Ihug in the mid 90s when The Internet was still new enough to be capitalised.

He later managed to weave into design, marketing and PR, while keeping a close eye on the technology and art of TV and film that he’d been keen on for such a long time.

Eventually he took a job redundancy as a sign and re-trained to follow his passion.

For the past decade Dylan has been working in film and television post-production. He has also been sharing his experience and expertise with hundreds of others through his involvement with online communities and events like the 48Hours filmmaking competition.

Dylan has written, produced and directed a handful of short films in the past. He currently spends his days the Head of Post-Production on daily TV drama Shortland Street.

He has a strong technical background across a range of areas and a tendency toward practicality and pragmatism.

Dylan was drawn into this project by David’s early Facebook musings, and quickly found himself in the middle of a strange and rapidly unfolding tale. Somehow making a documentary about the whole thing just seemed natural.

Dylan lives in suburban Auckland with his wife, Melanie, and their three boys aged 10, 7 and 4. 

Tickled is Reeve’s first feature length documentary.

Carthew Neal - Producer

 Carthew Neal is a creative film television, and interactive producer forming Piki Films with Taika Waititi and Leanne Saunders in 2014. He produced Taika Waititi’s latest film, adventure comedy, Hunt for the Wilderpeople which also premieres at the 2016 Sundance Festival. He has also dipped his toes into the studio system working as Associate Producer on upcoming Disney film, Pete’s Dragon. 
His background in television has seen him produce two seasons in New Zealand and an ABC pilot of Madeleine Sami’s award winning comedy, Super City and conceiving international realty format Wasted which won the inaugural C21/FRAPA Format Award in 2007 and formated to seven countries. 
He is currently producing an interactive documentary co-production, I Spy about the Five Eyes Alliance with Canadian Digital Agency, Jam3; and a second season of the cartoon A Band Called Hook Ups.

Dominic Fryer - Director Of Photography

Dominic comes from a still photography background and thrives on good composition and lighting. He has worked around the world on various projects ranging from award-winning documentary series to feature length documentaries.

He has been a Director of Photography for nine years, working with New Zealand’s top documentary-makers: Annie Goldson, Justin Pemberton and Leanne Pooley. Throughout those years documentary has become his main passion.

His skill as a Documentary Director of Photography, and also as a human, is his love for people. Since Dominic has faced his own challenges it is easy for him to relate to the challenges of others. Dominic graduated from South Seas Film and Television School in 2005.

Simon Coldrick - Editor

Graduating through the evolution of television in London facilities as a senior online editor, Simon has over 25 years’ experience in the industry. He started as a cameraman, but found his home in post-production where he developed his skills as an editor with a strong sense of story and drama. He has plied his craft around the globe for networks including BBC, Channel 4, DDE, PBS, National Geographic and The Discovery Networks. Demand for his services has seen him travel across the world and he has also created post-production workflows for a major US network. 

After moving to New Zealand in 2005, Simon set up The Bigger Picture Post Production, which has supported a variety of projects for television and cinema. These recently included a number of award-winning documentaries and documentary-dramas, which also received a number of awards for his editing. 
Justin Pemberton - Executive Producer

Pemberton’s International Emmy Award-nominated feature length docu-drama The Golden Hour combined archive footage, interviews and dramatisations to tell the story of how Peter Snell and Murray Halberg (with the help of super coach Arthur Lydiard) triumphed at the 1960 Rome Olympics.

2007‘s multi-award-winning and top selling feature length The Nuclear Comeback investigated the pros and cons of nuclear power. Guardian writer Leo Hickman argued that “like the best documentaries, it is engaging, nuanced and avoids preaching its cause.” Doco Is She or Isn’t He?, which played at NZ's 2011 Documentary Edge Festival, tells the story of a man’s search for acceptance - as a woman.

He also stacked up a trio of awards for 2005’s feature length documentary, Love Speed and Loss. It won best documentary at the 2007 Qantas TV Awards and Air NZ Screen Awards for best documentary, directing, and editing. Prior to this, Justin has a background in TV documentaries including Three Chords and the Truth, In Bed with Anika Moa, Airports and Overtures and A Sleepy Life.
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