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SYNOPSIS
Nestled in Norway's Sunnmøre region, Geiranger is one of the most spectacular tourist draws on the planet. With the mountain Åkerneset overlooking the village — and constantly threatening to collapse into the fjord — it is also a place where cataclysm could strike at any moment. After putting in several years at Geiranger's warning centre, geologist Kristian (Kristoffer Joner) is moving on to a prestigious gig with an oil company. But the very day he's about to drive his family to their new life in the city, Kristian senses something isn't right. The substrata are shifting. No one wants to believe that this could be the big one, especially with tourist season at its peak, but when that mountain begins to crumble, every soul in Geiranger has ten minutes to get to high ground before a tsunami hits, consuming everything in its path.

Those ten minutes are some of the most nerve-rattling you'll experience in any movie this year, but as The Wave continues the stakes only get higher. Ace director Roar Uthaug keeps things hurtling forward in a state of high anxiety until the very end. Giving Hollywood a run for its money, the film's canvas is broad, its effects eerily realistic, and its scale immense. Here comes the flood.
DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT – ROAR UTHAUG
There are registered more than 300 unstable mountainsides in Norway. One of the largest is “Åkerneset.” It’s a system of cracks 800 meter long that keep expanding up to 15 cm per year. When, not if, it falls 7 million cubic meters of rock will crash into the fjord below, creating an 80-meter high tsunami that will hit the local community of Geiranger after just 10 minutes. It was the perfect starting point for the first ever-Scandinavian disaster movie.

With THE WAVE I wanted to bring a traditional Hollywood genre closer to home. Moving away from president’s speeches and megacity mayhem, I wanted to experience the destruction through a normal family and the small community they live in. Working from the thought that the closer you feel to the characters, the more impact the imposing disaster will have.

This choice also influenced our visual approach to the story, shooting most of the film in a handheld almost documentary style. I wanted the audience to feel like they were thrown into this world with our characters  - running for their lives, gasping for breath.

And although we of course wanted to create spectacular action sequences through practical and visual effects, the biggest impact should always come from the emotions of the human drama.

ABOUT THE CAST 
Kristoffer Joner (Kristian)

Joner contributed to modernizing Norwegian film with Detector (2000) and Mongoland (2001), which was followed up by the horror film Dark Woods (2003), and the box office hits The Man who Loved Yngve (2008), The Last Joint Venture (2008), King of Devil’s Island (2010) and last years major hit Doctor Proctor’s Fart Powder. He has won the Norwegian National Film Prize twice for leading roles in Next Door (2005) and The Orheim Company (2012).

Ane Dahl Torp (Idun)

Torp was educated at the National Academy of Theatre and has been with The Norwegian Theatre since 2002. In 2003 she showed her great talent in Kvinnen i mitt liv. This is not her first appearance with Kristoffer Joner, as the two joined forced in the TV-series Codename Hunter (2007), and Comrade Pedersen (2006) which gave her the Norwegian National Film Prize for a leading role. She also won Best Supporting Role for her efforts in Cold Lunch (2008).

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS
ROAR UTHAUG - DIRECTOR
Roar Uthaug (1973) graduated from The Norwegian National Film School in 2002. His graduation film The Martin Administration was nominated for a Student Academy Award.

His debut feature Cold Prey (2006) was a huge box office hit in Norway, sold to more than 40 countries and spawned two sequels.

He co-directed the children’s adventure Magic Silver (2009) which was an even bigger success. The medieval action film Escape (2012) followed, selling to more than 70 countries and putting Roar on Variety’s list of “10 Euro Directors To Watch.”
In between features Roar has directed commercials across the globe, winning numerous awards.

MARTIN SUNDLAND – PRODUCER

Martin Sundland (born 1969) established Fantefilm in 1997. Fantefilm is one of the leading companies of commercials in Norway. He has produced several commercials before he produced the successful Cold Prey trilogy
Sundland has later produced the feature movies Jackpot (2011), Escape (2012), Ragnarok (2013) and The Wave (2015). 

ARE HEIDENSTRØM – PRODUCER
Are Heidenstrøm (born 1979) graduated with a MBE from The Norwegian School of Management in 2004. Since graduating he has studied film production and worked extensively as a producer.

Heidenstrøm has produced the feature movies Jackpot (2011), Escape (2012), Ragnarok (2013) and The Wave (2015). He is also known for co-producing the feature movies Cold Prey III (2010), Switch (2007) and Long Flat Balls (2006). 
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