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SYNOPSIS

Detective Nick Cassidy (Dolph Lundgren) heads to Bangkok to hunt down Viktor Dragovic (Ron Perlman) and destroy his human trafficking network; Nick killed Dragovic's son in a shootout during a sting operation on the New Jersey docks, and Dragovic responded by attempting to kill Nick and his family. Nick miraculously survived the brutal attack that destroyed his family; with nothing but vengeance to live for, Nick smashes his way through the Bangkok underworld in search of the elusive Dragovic. Meanwhile, FBI Agent Eddie Reed (Michael Jai White) is sent in to bring Nick home even as  Thai detective Tony Vitayakui (Tony Jaa) questions the motives and methods that have brought Nick across the globe to Thailand. As the crossfire between all sides grows more and more deadly, Nick has to determine who his true allies are.

ABOUT THE CAST 

DOLPH LUNDGREN - Nick
Hans Dolph Lundgren was born and raised in an academic middle-class family in Stockholm, Sweden.  Despite an early interest in playing the drums and clowning around in high school comedies, Dolph decided to follow in his father’s and older brother’s cerebral footsteps and pursue an engineering degree.  After having completed his military service in the Swedish Marine Corps, Dolph enrolled in the Royal Institute of Technology in Stockholm, studying the same subject as his older brother: Chemical Engineering.  He attended both Washington State University and Clemson University in South Carolina, studying Chemistry on various scholarships.  He graduated from The Royal Institute of Technology in Stockholm, completing his Master’s Degree in Chemical Engineering on an exchange program with the University of Sydney in Australia.  Graduating at the head of his class, Dolph was awarded a Fulbright scholarship to the prestigious Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Boston, one of the world’s top engineering schools.

That same year the young Ph.D. student met the exotic singer Grace Jones and fell in love.  He decided to move to New York City and take up modeling to make some extra cash.  A bit too muscular for a model’s size 40, Dolph was to begin at MIT a few months later.  On a friend’s advice: “Hey man, you look like you should be in the movies”…this is where it all began.

His motion picture debut came in the James Bond feature A VIEW TO A KILL in 1985.  However, it was Dolph’s memorable performance in ROCKY IV later that year that definitely got him noticed worldwide.  After a nine month audition process, among 5,000 hopefuls, Dolph was cast by writer-director Sylvester Stallone as his fearsome Russian opponent, Captain Ivan Drago.  Dolph grit his teeth and managed to build quite a career as an international action-hero and has since starred in more than 50 feature films.

Throughout the ups and downs of Hollywood, Dolph has always stayed close to the Martial Arts: “Karate and physical fitness have kept me reasonably sane in a very tough and often spiritually empty business.” After completing a grueling examination, Dolph was awarded his third degree black belt by the World Karate Organization in Tokyo.  His other athletic accomplishments include being the captain of the Swedish National Karate Team and the individual champion of the Swedish, European and Australian Heavyweight Full Contact Divisions.  In addition to his Karate expertise, Dolph was selected by the U.S. Olympic Committee to serve as the Team Leader of the U.S. Olympic Pentathlon Team during the 1996 Atlanta Games.

After getting married, Dolph spent considerable time in Europe, raising his two daughters. In 2009, Dolph received a call from his old friend Sly Stallone: ‘Yo, Dolph. I got this script…’ He ended up co-starring opposite Stallone, Bruce Willis and Arnold Schwarzenegger in the box office hit, THE EXPENDABLES.  “It was terrific working with Sly again and he had created a very colorful character for me in the picture,” says Lundgren. “It also felt great to be back on the big screen again’. Soon, EXPENDABLES 2 followed and this summer, Dolph reprised his role as comedic action-man Gunner Jensen in the highly anticipated EXPENDABLES 3, this time featuring an even bigger star-studded cast, adding Mel Gibson, Wesley Snipes, Antonio Banderas and Harrison Ford to the worldwide action franchise.

As well as being a seasoned actor, Dolph has directed five feature films.  His production companies Thor Pictures and Red Orm Productions are currently developing several projects, in which he will produce, star and direct.  His latest directorial project was a feature he co-wrote and directed: COMMAND PERFORMANCE produced by Avi Lerner at Nu Image Films. 

Most recently, Dolph produced and starred in SKIN TRADE, an action-thriller about human trafficking, that he also co-wrote. ‘This is a script I’ve had for seven years and I never thought it was going to get made’, says Dolph. “It’s incredibly exciting to finally stand on the set and realize that it is actually happening. Especially working with actors like Ron Perlman, Peter Weller, Michael Jai White, Celina Jade and Thai martial arts legend Tony Jaa.”  He also just finished shooting WAR PIGS with Mickey Rourke and will shoot THE LAKE and FOUR TOWERS in 2015.

Dolph is also a founding member of ‘Group of Eight’ an off-Broadway theatre group started in the 90’s. 

Shortly after ROCKY IV, Dolph released his workout video, MAXIMUM POTENTIAL.  He is currently working on a fitness book for men: ‘TRAIN LIKE AN ACTION STAR’, which will be released this fall by Sky Horse Publishing in New York. In addition to the book, Dolph is also developing a personalized organic brand of vitamins and supplements.

He has two teenage daughters, Ida and Greta, who reside in Europe. Dolph is currently living in Los Angeles with his fiancé Jenny Sanderson, a Swedish artist and photographer.

TONY JAA – Tony Vitayakul 
Best known for the ONG BAK franchise, Tony Jaa is considered a national treasure of Thailand.  Until recently Tony has remained under contract in Thailand and was unable to pursue opportunities outside of Thailand.  This has led to him to passing on leads in movies such as RUSH HOUR 2.  However with the expiration of the contract Tony starred in three international films during 2014, THE FAST AND FURIOUS 7, SKIN TRADE and the Chinese language film SPL2 (SPL made more than 100 mil in China alone!) 

Tony is an expert in a wide range of martial arts disciplines which include Muay Boran, Muay Thai, Taekwando, Wushu, Judo and sword fighting. Tony is also a very accomplished acrobat; His ability to do stunts without the aid of wires or assistance and his strong dramatic acting has helped make him many fans and he is considered quite unique in the action and martial arts world. Tony speaks Thai, and speaks English quite fluently. His acting range includes action, drama and action comedy.
RON PERLMAN – Viktor
An award winning actor, Ron Perlman has moved seamlessly between the worlds of film, television, and theater for four decades. Having received his Master of Fine Arts Degree from the University of Minnesota, he returned to his native New York City to begin his professional career. His first years kept him exclusively in the theater, delving into the works of Beckett, Pinter, Ibsen, Marlow Chekhov and Shakespeare. 

His film career began in the early eighties with his first of three collaborations with Jean-Jacques Annaud, QUEST FOR FIRE, for which he was nominated for a Genie Award, Canada’s equivalent to the Oscar. He went on to make two more films with Annaud, Umberto Eco’s THE NAME OF THE ROSE with Sean Connery and ENEMY AT THE GATES, with Jude Law and Rachael Weisz.

The last half of the eighties found Perlman in primetime on CBS in the critically acclaimed “Beauty and the Beast” opposite Linda Hamilton, for which he won a Golden Globe, 2 Emmy Nominations, and 3 Viewers For Quality Television Awards.

The nineties marked the beginning of what would become signature collaboration with the brilliant Guillermo Del Toro. Their first film together, CRONOS, won the Critics Award at Cannes and projected Guillermo into film history. They next did BLADE II, which established Del Toro’s box office success and allowed him to launch the HELLBOY franchise, which found Ron in the title role. Ron and Guillermo continue their collaboration to this day, most recently with PACIFIC RIM and THE BOOK OF LIFE, an animated film scheduled for release on October 17, 2014.

Now that Ron’s historic 6 year run playing the explosive Clay Morrow in FX’s “Sons of Anarchy” has come to a close, he is set to produce and star in the new Amazon one-hour series, “Hand Of God”. Ben Watkins wrote the pilot episode, which was also directed by Marc Forster. The show has since been picked up for a full series order by Amazon. He is also poised to begin a 10 picture slate that he will produce for his very own production company, Wing And A Prayer Pictures, which will augment the 45 independent films to which he has already loaned his talent.

Ron also recently signed on to shoot three movies back to back; the first is SKIN TRADE opposite Dolph Lundgren, Peter Weller and Michael Jai White; then MOONWALKERS, where he will star opposite Rupert Grint; lastly, he has signed on to appear in STONEWALL, which is being produced by Carsten Lorenz with Roland Emmerich directing and producing. 

Ron recently penned a memoir entitled Easy Street (The Hard Way) in collaboration with Michael Largo for Da Capo Press. In the critically acclaimed memoir, he reveals how he has enjoyed an enviable four-decade career in an unforgiving Hollywood that rarely embraces longevity. The book was release in September 2014 to critical acclaim. 

MICHAEL JAI WHITE – Reed 
Michael Jai White first garnered audience and critical attention with his portrayal of controversial boxing giant Mike Tyson in the HBO special, Tyson.  With more than two decades of experience as a martial artist, he holds a black belt in six Karate styles and over 26 titles, including U.S. Open, North American Open, and New England Grand Champion.  His well-honed skills have been employed to choreograph complex stunts in films such as On Deadly Ground.

In addition to Tyson, his feature credits include Spawn, in which he played the title character based on the Todd McFarlane comic books, 2 Days in the Valley, Breakfast of Champions with Bruce Willis Thick as Thieves with Alec Baldwin, Universal Solder: The Return with Jean Claude van Damme, Exit Wounds with Steven Seagal and Quentin Tarantino’s Kill Bill.

Television credits include the CW’s Arrow, the NBC movie Mutiny, based on factual events during World War II in which he played the lead character.  The film was directed by Kevin Hooks and produced by Morgan Freeman.  He also appeared in the TNT original movie Freedom Song, starring and executive produced by Danny Glover; and episodes of NYBD Blue, JAG, Living Single, and Renegade.

He has starred in Undisputed 2, Christopher Nolan’s The Dark Knight, the box office smash Tyler Perry’s Why Did I Get Married 1 & 2, and Black Dynamite, which Michael wrote and co-produced.  He also directed, as well as starred in the remake, Never Back Down 2. 

Currently, Michael can be seen on the current season, For Better or Worse on OWN, which is in its fourth season, and the animated Black Dynamite on Adult Swim.  He recently starred in Favela, and can also be seen in the upcoming Chocolate City, the action thriller Skin Trade, and Echo Effect, which he is currently shooting. As for future projects, Michael will star and direct Never Back Down 3 and Black Dynamite 2 is in the works.

White was born in Brooklyn and as a pre-teen was relocated to Bridgeport, Connecticut.  At age 14, he was mostly on his own; and at six feet tall and weighing in at 190 lbs, he was easily mistaken for an adult.  Having started karate lessons at age eight, he was a black belt by age 12, and later taught karate at the local YMCA in Bridgeport.

He graduated high school with honors and went on to college without a clear idea of the direction he wanted to steer his life.  He jumped from university to university  (UCONN, S.C.S.U.) and major to major (political science, communications, engineering) while also squeezing in an acting class or two—at the HB Studios in NY, Yale University, and Howard University – but never had considered acting as a career choice.

White discovered he had a gift for reaching troubled children when he taught grades five, six, and seven at a junior high school for three years.   That experience is what he says is his proudest achievement.  Though reluctant to follow acting, he felt he had to get it out of his system.  He began auditioning for roles in nearby Manhattan.  He eventually landed commercials, theater roles, and bit parts on soap operas.  Faced with the difficult decision to leave teaching, he finally did so with the blessing of his students.  In 1992 he moved to Los Angeles to pursue acting.

PETER WELLER – Costello
Peter Weller, noted member of the world’s film community, was most recently seen as “Admiral Alexander Marcus” in J.J. Abrams’ superb STAR TREK INTO DARKNESS.  He and wife, Sheri have a two-year-old son, Theodore Mark Gerald Francesco Weller - 5 names-one kid.  In addition, Weller’s adult daughter, Kate Linden, is a noted film talent manager in Los Angeles.

Weller is currently a PhD candidate in Italian Renaissance and Ancient Roman Art History at UCLA, speaking French, Italian, German, Spanish, and reading Latin. He will receive his doctorate in 2014.  He received his B.A. from University of North Texas in Speech and English, and holds a 2004 Master’s Degree in Italian Renaissance Art History from Syracuse University in Florence, Italy where he teaches field trips.   A published art historian (Artibus et Historiae 2012), Weller also writes on Italian art for several magazines including TRAVEL LEISURE and has presented academic papers on the Renaissance and Antiquity for the RENAISSANCE SOCIETY OF AMERICA and the 16th CENTURY SOCIETY.  Weller is scholar/moderator for The History Channel’s series Engineering an Empire; and in the spring of 2014, he will teach the graduate course, DIRECTING ACTORS FOR FILM at his PhD alma mater, UCLA.

Theatrically, Weller attended the American Academy of Dramatic Arts, studied professionally with the great Uta Hagen, and was inducted into Actors Studio by legendary Elia Kazan.  Among New York theatre credits are the original productions of David Rabe’s Sticks and Bones and Streamers (directed by Mike Nichols), David Mamet’s The Woods, William Inge’s Summer Brave, William Mastrosimone’s The Wool Gatherer, Richard Nelson’s Frank’s Home, and Eric Maria Remarque’s Full Circle, directed by Otto Preminger.  His films include, Alan Parker’s Shoot the Moon, Paul Verhoven’s RoboCop, The Adventures of Buckaroo Banzai, Woody Allen’s Mighty Aphrodite, Michelangelo Antonioni’s Beyond the Clouds, Michael Tolkin’s The New Age and David Cronenberg’s film of William Burroughs seminal, Naked Lunch.  He was nominated for an ACADEMY AWARD for directing the live-action short film Partners, an INDEPENDENT SPIRIT AWARD for Ivan’s Ecstasy and a SAG AWARD for Dexter. Among his television directorial credits, his episode of Hate Crimes for Homicide: Life on the Street, received the Nancy Susan Reynolds Award for Civil Rights.  His recent guest star appearance on the episode White Tulip for Fringe as well as Season 5 of “24”, Season 6 of Dexter and the recent remake of the original HAWAII FIVE 0’S Hookman, which Weller both directed and guest starred, received of the highest critical acclaim for these shows to date.  He currently directs for the FX series SONS OF ANARCHY, in which he is playing the recurring role of Charles Barosky; and A & E’s Longmire, in which he plays the recurring role of Uncle Lucian. In 2014, Peter will be directing episodes of UNDER THE DOME, LONGMIRE, SONS OF ANARCHY, HAWAII 5-0, as well as two back -to-back episodes for Guillermo del Toro’s new series, THE STRAIN for FX.

Peter and wife, Sheri, were introduced into the cultural realms of Europe and Asia, inclusive of antiquity, history, art, architecture, and cuisine, through personal experience as world travelers and French and Italian residents, particularly on the Mediterranean coast of Campagna where they have lived, part time, for over almost three decades; assisting friends and strangers in the “how, where and why” to travel Europe.  Subsequently, Peter and Sheri are currently in production with GET LOST! a cultural/culinary travel reality show. He plays bebop/jazz trumpet with a sextet in Los Angeles. 
CELINA JADE – Min 
Celina Jade is a quadruple threat: an actress, singer/songwriter, model and martial artist.

Born in Hong Kong to American Kung Fu star, Roy Horan (who shared the big screen with the legendary Bruce Lee and Jackie Chan), action fighting has been in Celina's blood from an early age and her passion shows in her lead role in Legendary Assassin.

 

It was evident that Celina would be an entertainer from a young age. Her love for music led to her winning an Asia-wide singing competition at 14 in which she landed a record deal with Japanese producer, Tetsuya Komuro. Together, they released two EPs, ''Good News Bad News'' and 'Kwong Ying Zi Gan'. In July, 2000, she performed alongside Namie Amuro at the G8 Summit in Okinawa, Japan for the World Leaders. At age 15, she had her first No. 1 hit with the song, "Kwong Ying Zi Gan" in Taiwan. She has since then been featured in multiple ad campaigns for Marks & Spencer, Cathay Pacific, Motorola and Ponds globally.

 

In 2003, Celina went on to pursue a degree in Management from the prestigious London School of Economics and graduated at the top of her class with First Class Honors. Despite this penchant for the analytical, Celina followed her passion for the creative arts. She signed with music mogul Paco Wong (EMI) in 2007.

 

Celina's breakout role came in 2007 after auditioning to be the lead role in Legendary Assassin. She was chosen over many top actresses to carry the heavy role. Since then, she has garnered a solid fan base across China as well as in the West in addition to her later roles in the Chinese films Love Connected, and All's Well Ends Well; TV shows like “Dolce Vita,” “Jade Solid Gold;” and, regular appearances across TV channels especially in China including CCTV, Hunan TV, Zhejiang TV, Guangzhou TV and CETV.

 

Celina was invited to also sing the theme song for Legendary Assassin, "Ceng Jing Xin Teng,” which was performed live on TV and radio stations across Asia.

In 2009, she joined Echelon Talent, who brought her talent to the big screens in the USA. Her first role in a US movie was in The Man With the Iron Fists, as directed by the RZA, produced by Quentin Tarantino (starring Russell Crowe & Lucy Liu. Meanwhile, her fanbase grew in China with her appearing as lead actress in the web series, “Wish Upon a Star,” starring Asian idol Peter Ho. Shortly after, she shot a short film alongside Sebastian Vettel, Formula 1 Triple Champion, in “Drive of the Dragon,” teaching him to fight and him teaching her to race around the tracks. This became a global phenomenon bringing Celina's talents to the attention of European press & fans for the first time subsequently attracting a wide 651 million audience globally.

 

On the music side, at the end of 2012, Celina independently released her first self-written album across the internet to share with audiences globally her life & feelings in song. This coincided with her first role in the CW network series “Arrow,” where she plays the role of ‘Shado’ throughout Season 1 and Season 2. In 2014, Celina was cast as the lead actress in Skin Trade, an American action movie filmed in Thailand starring alongside Tony Jaa and Ron Perlman. 

ABOUT THE FILMMAKER

Ekachai Uekrongtham – Director 
Thai-born Ekachai Uekrongtham’s work alternates between theatre and film, and spans more than two decades. 
He founded ACTION Theatre, the Singapore-based theatre company, and has served as its Artistic Director since its inception - producing and directing over 100 English-language plays and musicals. Winner of the Excellence for Singapore Award, ACTION Theatre is recognized for its commitment towards cultivating writers and developing new works. 
His theatre directing credits include: “Chang & Eng,” a widely acclaimed stage musical based on the true story of the original Siamese Twins which has become Singapore’s longest running homegrown and most travelled musical as well as the first English-language musical to be staged in China; “Confessions of Three Unmarried Women;” “Viva Viagra!;” “Autumn Tomyam;” “Ka-Ra-you-OK?;” the Asian Premieres of “Wit” by Margaret Edson, “Prelude to a Kiss” by Craig Lucas and “Love Letters” by A. R. Gurney; “Breathe,” the hit Thai-language musical which has out grossed Broadway imports; and “Muay Thai Live: The Legend Lives,” the first-ever Muay Thai stage spectacular commissioned for and currently running at Asiatique the Riverfront's purpose-built theatre in Bangkok. 
His first feature film Beautiful Boxer, based on the true story of Thailand’s famed transsexual kickboxer had its international premiere at the Berlin International Film Festival and was subsequently invited to more than 100 film festivals around the world. Winner of two Thai ‘Oscars’, the film has also won a total of 15 international awards, including Best Feature Film Awards from Milan, Brussels, Montreal, Torino, Seattle and Connecticut. He has since written and directed Pleasure Factory which was a Cannes’ Official Selection for Un Certain Regard; The Coffin, the No. 1 box office hit in Singapore and Thailand; The Wedding Game, a top-grossing Mandarin romantic comedy in Singapore and the winner of the International Competition at the World Comedy Film Festival in Bangkok. 
He was awarded the Culture Award by the Japanese Chamber of Commerce & Industry in Singapore; knighted and conferred with the Italian government's "Cavalieredell 'Ordinedella Stella dellaSolidarieta' Italiana"; named one of the 20 Leaders of the New Millennium for Society & Culture by Asiaweek; and cited by Time Magazine as one of the film directors who has given Singapore its “cinematic cool”. 

Prior to his switch to working full-time in the arts, he has headed several marketing divisions at American Express in Singapore. He has also worked as Director of Marketing & Operations at Sir Cameron Mackintosh’s Singapore headquarters during the two seasons of “Les Miserables,” and was subsequently transferred to be attached to Sir Mackintosh’s offices in Sydney and London. 
He serves as the Executive Creative Advisor to the Chairman of GMM Grammy, Thailand’s largest entertainment conglomerate.
CREDITS
Dolph Lundgren – Nick 

Tony Jaa – Tony Vitayakul 

Michael Jai White – Reed 

Ron Perlman – Viktor 

Peter Weller – Costello 

Celina Jade – Min 

DIRECTED BY EKACHAI UEKRONGTHAM

WRITTEN BY DOLPH LUNDGREN, STEVEN ELDER AND GABRIEL DOWRICK   

PRODUCED BY DOLPH LUNDGREN, CRAIG BAUMGARTEN AND MIKE SELBY

ASSOCIATE PRODUCERS:   PIYASAK BHUMICHITRA, CHAIYUTH SUWANAMAS, JONATHAN SHORE

Director of Photography: BEN NOTT ACS 
EDITED BY VICTOR DU BOIS

MUSIC BY JACOB GROTH   
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