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          Magnolia Pictures & Zentropa Entertainment

Present
A MAGNOLIA PICTURES RELEASE

A ROYAL AFFAIR

A film by Nikolaj Arcel
138 min., 2.35, 35mm

Oscar® Nominee

Best Foreign Language Film - Denmark
Official Selection:

2012 Berlin Film Festival: 

Winner – Best Actor & Best Script

2012 Toronto International Film Festival
2012 Telluride Film Festival

2012 AFI Film Festival:

Winner – World Cinema Audience Award 

Awards:

2013 César Awards - Best Foreign Film Nominee
2013 Golden Globes – Best Foreign Film Nominee
2012 Critics’ Choice Awards - Best Foreign Film Nominee

2012 International Press Academy - Best Foreign Film Nominee
FINAL PRESS NOTES
	Distributor Contact: 
	
	Awards Contact: 
	
	
	 

	Matt Cowal
	
	Fredell Pogodin 
	
	 
	

	Arianne Ayers 
	
	Patrick Lowry 
	
	
	

	Magnolia Pictures 
	
	Fredell Pogodin & Assoc. 
	
	

	(212) 924-6701 phone
	
	7233 Beverly Blvd. #202
	
	

	publicity@magpictures.com 
	
	Los Angeles, CA 90036
	
	

	
	
	(323) 931-7300 phone
pr@fredellpogodin.com 
	
	


SYNOPSIS
A ROYAL AFFAIR is the true story of an ordinary man who wins the queen's heart and starts a revolution. Centering on the intriguing love triangle between the ever more insane Danish King Christian VII (Mikkel Boe Følsgaard), the royal physician who is a man of enlightenment and idealism Struensee (Mads Mikkelsen) and the young but strong Queen Caroline Mathilda (Alicia Vikander), A ROYAL AFFAIR is the gripping tale of brave idealists who risk everything in their pursuit of freedom for their people… Above all it is the story of a passionate and forbidden romance that changed an entire nation.
DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT – NIKOLAJ ARCEL 

A ROYAL AFFAIR is based on one of the most dramatic events in Denmark and indeed European history; whenever I used to pitch the film to foreign investors, people had a hard time believing that the story was true, that these momentous events had actually happened in the late 1700’s.  In Denmark however, it is taught in school, more than 15 books have been written about it (both factual and fictional) and there has even been an opera and a ballet. I feel honored and extremely lucky to finally bring the full story to the screen.

Tonally, I was inspired by the great epics from the 40’s and 50’s where films would often feel like literary works, structured around characters and the passage of time,  and not clearly following the obvious screenplay roadmaps.

But my creative team and I were also fired up by the idea of bringing the Scandinavian historical drama into the new century. We wanted to achieve this by adhering to a self-imposed rule; we didn’t want to “show” history, didn’t want to dwell pointlessly on the big official events, the fancy dresses and hairdos, or the way the food was served.

Rather, we wanted people to simply experience the story through the eyes of the characters, taking the 1760’s for granted. Even though the period is obviously there in the set designs, the costumes it was filmed and edited as we would have filmed and edited a film taking place in modern Copenhagen. 

Finally, Gabriel Yared and Cyrille Aufort’s beautiful score has brought the film full circle, and home to its epic roots. 

- Nikolaj Arcel, Director / Writer

 ABOUT THE CAST

Mads Mikkelsen as Johann Friedrich Struensee

Internationally acclaimed and multi-award winning actor Mads Mikkelsen is the top male star in his native Denmark. Mads Mikkelsen’s international breakthrough came when he appeared as the 007 villain Le Chiffre in Casino Royale (2006). Since then Mads has appeared in several significant roles in international feature films such as Valhalla Rising (2009), Coco Chanel and Igor Stravinsky (2009), Clash of the Titans (2010) and The Three Musketeers (2011). In 2011 Mads Mikkelsen was awarded the prestigious European Achievement in World Cinema 2011 in recognition of his unique contribution to the world of film by the European Film Academy. He will next be seen in The Hunt (2013) which premiered at the 2012 Cannes Film Festival. Mikkelsen was awarded Best Actor at the Cannes Film Festival for his role in The Hunt. 

Alicia Vikander as Queen Caroline Mathilda
Alicia Vikander is a Swedish actress born 3 October 1988. She is a classically trained dancer, trained at The Royal Swedish Ballet School for nine years. Alicia did her practical training at the Stockholm Opera and had a role in the dance film The Rain (2007). Alicia had roles in several productions at the Gothenburg Opera in productions like Les Miserables and The Sound of Music.
Alicia’s big-screen debut was in the Swedish drama Pure (2010), and Alicia won the Guldbagge award as the best female lead actress for her role as Katarina. In 2010 she played lead in the feature film Crown Jewels and in 2011 she shot the role of Kitty in Anna Karenina directed by Joe Wright. 
Mikkel Boe Følsgaard as King Christian VII

Mikkel Boe Følsgaard was born in 1984 and is currently studying at The Danish National School of Theatre from where he will graduate in 2012. He has starred in the Danish TV-series Those Who Kill (2010) and Bryggeren (1996). Furthermore he has also starred in these theatre plays Men Who Hate Women (2010), Metamophorse (2010) Melampe (2010) and Hov? Tjek! Tjekhov (2010). 
Trine Dyrholm as Juliane Marie

Trine Dyrholm was born in 1972. She graduated from The Danish National School of Theatre in 1995. When she was only 14 years old she experienced great success as the lead singer in the group Trine & The Moonlighters when they in 1987 won the National Danish Song Contest. In 1990 Trine Dyrholm starred in her first feature film Springfold by Eddie Thomas Petersen. Since then she has starred in numerous theatre plays, movies and TV-series such as the TV-series Taxa (1997), the movie The Celebration (1998), Daisy Diamond (2007) and in Susanne Bier’s Golden Globe and Academy Award winner In A Better World (2010). During her career Trine Dyrholm has been awarded with two Roberts by the Film Academy of Denmark and five Bodils at The Danish Film Awards. 

David Dencik as Guldberg

David Dencik was born in 1974. He was raised in Copenhagen but has lived in Stockholm for several years, where he graduated from Teaterhögskolan in 2003. Recently David Dencik has starred in the popular Danish TV-series Lykke (2011). Dencik has also starred in numerous feature films such as Rosa Morena (2010), Kandidaten (2008) and Daisy Diamond (2007). He has also been awarded with a Robert for best male leading actor by the Film Academy of Denmark for A Soap (2006).

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

Nikolaj Arcel (Director/Writer)

Born 1972, Denmark. Graduate of the National Film School of Denmark, 2001. 
His graduation film WOYZECKS’S LAST SYMPHONY won top awards at Munich and Clermont-Ferrand. In Tel Aviv, Arcel received the award for Most Promising Director. He wrote the screenplay for the award-winning children's film KLATRETØSEN/CATCH THAT (2002). His feature film debut KING’S GAME (2004) was number one on the Top-20 chart and seen by over a fifth of the population in Denmark (cinema & TV). The film won a number of national awards and including Best Screenplay (for Arcel and co-writer Rasmus Heisterberg) at Viareggio. ISLAND OF LOST SOULS (2007) was a winner in Chicago and Leeds and swept up five Danish Film Academy Robert Awards. Arcel and Heisterberg teamed up again with scripts for the animated feature JOURNEY TO SATURN (2008) and Niels Arden Oplev's Swedish film THE GIRL WITH THE DRAGON TATTOO (2009), as well as Arcel's third feature TRUTH ABOUT MEN (2010).

Rasmus Heisterberg (Screenwriter)

Rasmus Heisterberg began his career as a television writer in 2001 before moving onto film. He wrote the screenplay for Carsten Myllerup’s MIDSUMMER (2003), which was nominated for several Robert Awards and won Best Song. Heisterberg next wrote the script for SKYMASTER (directed by Steen Rasmussen and Michael Wikke), which also garnered several Robert Award nominations and won Best Song and Best Production Design, in addition to an Academy Bodil Award for Best Supporting Actress (Bodil Jørgensen).
Heisterberg’s first collaboration with Nikolaj Arcel was their script for KING’S GAME (2004). He has co-written several other scripts with Arcel since then, including ISLAND OF LOST SOULS (2007), JOURNEY TO SATURN (2008), THE GIRL WITH THE DRAGON TATTOO (2009), THE TRUTH ABOUT MEN (2010) and A ROYAL AFFAIR.
Heisterberg’s additional scripts include Søren Kragh-Jacobsen’s WHAT NO ONE KNOWS (2008), which he co-wrote with Søren; Hans Fabian Wullenweber’s CECILIE (2007); and Natasha Arthy’s FIGHTER (2007), which he co-wrote with Natasha.

Louise Vesth (Producer)

In 1995, Louise earned a bachelor degree in Common Business Economics from Aarhus Business College. She started working at Jutlandia Film, and in 1997 she was accepted at the Danish Film School, from where she graduated in 2001.
Louise has produced several films with director Christian E. Christiansen; among others the critically acclaimed LIFE HITS (2006) and the Oscar-nominated short film AT NIGHT (2007). She has produced 60 episodes of the Danish TV sitcom CLOWN, and 24 episodes of the Christmas calendar I WISH! (2008). Louise has also co-produced several of Josef Fares movies. Most recently, Louise produced audience success CLOWN THE MOVIE and Lars von Trier’s MELANCHOLIA.
Sisse Graum Jørgensen (Producer)

Sisse Graum Jørgensen is currently one of Danish film’s most productive producers. Most recently Sisse has produced Susanne Bier’s Golden Globe and Oscar winning feature IN A BETTER WORLD (2010) written by Anders Thomas Jensen. Also, she produced Pernille Fischer Christensen’s acclaimed A FAMILY (2010) which was in main competition at 60st Berlin Film Festival. Sisse co-produced PERFECT SENSE (2011) directed by David Mackenzie and written by Kim Fupz Aakeson which premiered at Sundance 2011. Currently she is completing Susanne Bier new feature ALL YOU NEED IS LOVE and Thomas Vinterberg’s THE HUNT. 

Her producing debut was the film CHOP CHOP (2001), directed by Niels Arden Oplev for whom she also produced the multi-award winning WE SHALL OVERCOME (2006). In 2002 Graum Jørgensen also began a successful collaboration with Lone Scherfig when she produced the highly acclaimed WILBUR WANTS TO KILL HIMSELF. Today Graum Jørgensen continues to produce films for some of Denmark’s most recognized directors including; Susanne Bier BROTHERS (2004) and the Academy Award nominated AFTER THE WEDDING(2006), Thomas Vinterberg DEAR WENDY (2005) and Dogme brother Kristian Levring FEAR ME NOT. In addition, Sisse Graum Jørgensen is the executive producer of Scottish Andrea Anorld’s feature film RED ROAD (2006), winner of the Jury’s Special Prize in Cannes 2006. 

Sisse Graum Jørgensen has since 2011 been a member of The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Science and a member of the European Film Academy since 2003.

Meta Louise Foldager (producer)

Meta Louise Foldager graduated with an MA in Film Studies from Copenhagen University in 1998. Concurrently with her studies, she produced short films and television at Zeitgeist, a company where she was employed and later became co-owner of.

In  2001 she became employed at Nimbus Film, where she produced her first two feature films KING’S GAME (2004) directed by Nikolaj Arcel and  ANGELS IN FAST MOTION (2005) directed by Ole Christian Madsen.

In 2004 she was awarded the “Natsværmer” prize as most promising new talent.

Since 2005, Meta has been at Zentropa as producer and has been behind a number of feature films and television series including Lars von Trier’s THE BOSS OF IT ALL (2006), ANTICHRIST (2009) and MELANCHOLIA (2011) and the Danish Christmas TV-series I WISH! (2008). In addition she has also produced feature films for these directors; Nikolaj Arcel – TRUTH ABOUT MEN (2010), Pernille Fischer Christensen – DANCERS (2008), Omar Shargawi – GO IN PEACE JAMIL (2008), Morten Hartz Kaplers – AFR (2007), Heidi Maria Faisst – REBOUNCE (2011) and Mikkel Munch-Fals – NOTHING’S ALL BAD (2010), among others.

Meta Louise Foldager’s films have participated in a number of international film festivals, among them Cannes, Berlin, San Sebastian, Rotterdam, Karlovy Vary, Locarno, etc. Her films have all won prizes in Denmark and abroad.

In 2010, Meta started her own company, Meta Film.

CREDITS

Cast: 

Johann Friedrich Struensee – MADS MIKKELSEN
Queen Caroline Mathilda – ALICIA VIKANDER

King Christian VII – MIKKEL BOE FØLSGAARD

Juliane Marie – TRINE DYRHOLM 

Guldberg – DAVID DENICK
Crew:

Director: Nikolaj Arcel
Screenplay: Rasmus Heisterberg & Nikolaj Arcel
Producers: Louise Vesth, Sisse Graum Jørgensen & Meta Foldager
Executive Producers: Lars von Trier, Peter Aalbæk & Peter Garde
Director of Photography: Rasmus Videbæk
Editors: Mikkel E.G. Nielsen & Kasper Leick
Composer: Gabriel Yared & Cyrille Aufort
Costume Designer: Manon Rasmussen

Production Designer: Niels Sejer
Production: Zentropa Entertainments
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