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SYNOPSIS
RAISE HELL: THE LIFE & TIMES OF MOLLY IVINS tells the story of media firebrand Molly Ivins, six feet of Texas trouble who took on the Good Old Boy corruption wherever she found it. Her razor sharp wit left both sides of the aisle laughing, and craving ink in her columns. She knew the Bill of Rights was in peril, and said "Polarizing people is a good way to win an election and a good way to wreck a country." Molly's words have proved prescient. Now it's up to us to raise hell!
DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
Six plus years ago, my soon-to-be producing partner, James Egan told me to go see this one woman play “Red Hot Patriot: The Kick-Ass Wit of Molly Ivins” starring Kathleen Turner. So I did, the last week it was running in LA. I was knocked out by who Molly Ivins was, how she spoke and who she so brilliantly skewered. Both James and I could not believe there had never been anything done on Molly Ivins so we jumped in full throttle and here we are 6 plus years later.

As I dug into Molly’s life practically living in her archives at the Briscoe Center for American Studies at the University of Texas, her friends, family and colleagues took me in and shared incredible stories and nuggets of this larger than life, warm-hearted, fantastically funny and brilliant woman who was an equal opportunity satirist and a serious political wonk who was absolutely prescient.
I also discovered on a much more personal level that both Molly and I shared a similar trajectory: a deep distrust of patriarchal authority and a need to stand up for the underdog. Her politics are my politics and as her pal, Kaye Northcott so aptly says, “Molly hated anyone who would basically kick a cripple.” Me too! Her rallying cry to "Raise Hell, that... this our deal, this is our country ...that those people up in your state capitols, up in Washington, they’re just the people we’ve hired to drive the bus for awhile,” resonates deeply. She said, “If you don’t vote, you can’t bitch, that’s in article 27…” Ya think! That alone cemented our kinship and my overwhelming passion to share her story.

I am grateful to be able to share Molly Ivins with her “beloveds” but even more important, introducing to a hungry public who needs her humor, brilliance and prescience. Molly Ivins challenges all of us to take personal responsibility for political and social issues that impact our lives. RAISE HELL: The Life & Times of Molly Ivins is a lightning rod to get involved in grassroots projects, local and national politics, and voter registration.

If we want change, it starts with us.
MOLLY IVINS ON MOLLY IVINS

Molly Ivins was a nationally-syndicated political columnist and author, who remained cheerful despite the state of politics in this country and her own physical trials. She emphasized the more hilarious aspects of both state and national government, and consequently never had to write fiction. Ivins was from Houston, Texas, graduated from Smith College in 1966, then from Columbia University’s School of Journalism with a Masters in 1967 and studied for a year at the Institute of Political Sciences in Paris.

Her early journalism work was not unusual. Her first newspaper job was in the Complaint Department of the Houston Chronicle. She rapidly worked her way up to the position of sewer editor, where she wrote a number of gripping articles about street closings. She went on to the Minneapolis Tribune and was the first woman reporter in that city. In the late 1960’s, she was assigned to a beat called “Movements for Social Change”, covering angry blacks, radical students, uppity women and a motley assortment of other misfits and troublemakers.

Ivins returned to Texas as co-editor of The Texas Observer, a sprightly, muckraking publication devoted to coverage of Texas politics and of social issues. She roamed the state in search of truth, justice and good stories –and found her uniquely strong political voice by bringing out the hilarity in those stories.

In 1976 Ivins joined the New York Times, first as a political reporter in New York City and Albany: she was then named Rocky Mountain Bureau Chief, chiefly because there was no one else in the bureau. For three years she covered nine mountain states by herself, and was often tired.

Ivins won many awards too numerous to list for her writing, courage, and truth telling. Her freelance work appeared in The Nation, The Progressive, Mother Jones, Esquire, Harper’s, Atlantic, Playboy, TV Guide and many less-worthy publications when she desperately needed the money – of which the most memorable was something called Playgirl. She was also known for her essays on National Public Radio as well as media appearances around the world.

Ivins wrote seven books, several of which were best-sellers including; BUSHWHACKED: Life in George W. Bush’s America with Lou Dubose in 2003 and WHO LET THE DOGS IN? Incredible Political Animals I Have Known in 2004.

Her last book project was begun just before her cancer struck again in November 2005. She had devoted much of her writing, lecturing and life to defending the Bill of Rights and lamented the Bush Administration’s assault on those basic rights. She continued to be involved in the project throughout her final 15 months, though Lou Dubose did much of the actual reporting and writing while working closely with her. The book, BILL OF WRONGS: The Executive Branch’s Assault on America’s Fundamental Rights was published in the fall of 2007.

Ivins was always active in the American Civil Liberties Union and often wrote about First Amendment issues. She had promised John Henry Faulk her beloved mentor, as he lay dying that she would take care of it. She donated a speech every month to the First Amendment – frequently to ACLU chapters around the country. She often remarked that she would rather join the 11 brave ACLU members in Podunk, Alabama in the basement of the Holiday Inn than the thousands of ACLU members in New York or Los Angeles. She inspired them all.

Molly was President of the Board of the Texas Democracy Foundation publisher of the venerable Texas Observer, which was her spiritual home and love. She found her voice at the Observer and helped sustain them and lead countless other young writers in seeking out the “good” stories and bring them to the public.

The American Civil Liberties Association and The Texas Observer are the beneficiaries of Molly’s residual estate, and she always encouraged other people to make financial provisions for the freedom fighting we need to continue.

As we continue her fight, let’s all remember her understanding of what works against the Powers-That-Be; 

“The best way to get the sons of bitches is to make people laugh at them.” - Molly Ivins
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Janice Engel (Director, Writer, Producer) 

Award-winning filmmaker and showrunner, Janice Engel has made numerous documentaries, non-fiction television specials and series including: JACKSON BROWNE: GOING HOME (Cable Ace-Award), TED HAWKINS AMAZING GRACE (Rose D’Or Special Jury Prize) and the docu-series, ADDICTED (Prism Award.) Under her own banner, she co-created WHAT WE CARRY, an ongoing multi-media documentary series dedicated to preserving Holocaust survivors’ stories. Premiered at The Simon Wiesenthal Museum of Tolerance in Los Angeles and housed in the permanent collection at Yad Vashem in Jerusalem, WHAT WE CARRY has been viewed by 50,000 + people.
Janice is a professor at Academy of Art University, San Francisco, where she teaches documentary film. She is a member of the International Documentary Association and the Academy of Television Arts & Sciences. A longtime resident of Los Angeles, she enjoys her tenure as Vice-President of the Barnsdall Art Park Foundation and lives in Los Feliz with her wife and two dogs.
James Egan (Producer) 

James Egan is an award winning producer, screenwriter and is also CEO of Wild at Heart Films, a film and VR production company founded to create “Media that Makes a Difference.” His credits include Spirit Award winning, JACKPOT (2001), produced with Participant Media, the documentary ANGELS IN THE DUST (2007), with Mike Figgis, KIMJONGILIA (2009) which also premiered at Sundance in competition in 2007, and SOUND OF REDEMPTION (2014) partnered with international best seller, Michael Connelly. Wild at Heart films has also produced THE DEFECTOR directed by Oscar winner Mark Harris. James was the editor of “John Waters Interviews”, a book in the prestigious series, Conversations with Filmmakers.
Carlisle Vandervoort (Producer) 

Carlisle Vandervoort is a born and bred Houstonian. After successful careers in both film production and promotions/public relations in NYC and LA, she returned to Houston. Carlisle shares much with Molly Ivins i.e. the trappings of a privileged childhood and the debutante party circuit as well as family involved in backroom business dealings in the oil and gas industry during the 1960’s. Activism runs deep in Carlisle’s roots, and she invokes the true Texas spirit that Molly Ivins embodied. Her paternal grandmother was an early advocate for school integration while serving on the Houston School Board. This position resulted in hate mail and cross burnings in her front yard. Continuing in her grandmother’s shoes, Carlisle has been an LGBT rights activist for near 3 decades.
Monique Zavistovski (Editor, Writer) 

Monique “Mo” Zavistovski is a native New Yorker whose work has won awards worldwide. She got her start assisting Kate Amend on the Peabody Award-winning BEAH: A BLACK WOMAN SPEAKS (2002) and has since produced and edited THE WRAITH OF COBBLE HILL (2006), which won the Jury Prize in Short Filmmaking at Sundance and was shortlisted for the Academy Awards. She cut the Emmy Award-winning film THE LEGEND OF PANCHO BARNES AND THE HAPPY BOTTOM RIDING CLUB (2010) and Sundance’s Film Forward selection THE LIGHT IN HER EYES (POV, 2012). Monique’s more recent work includes LIMITED PARTNERSHIP (IDA’s Humanitas Award Winner, Independent Lens, 2015), ABORTION: STORIES WOMEN TELL (HBO, 2016), CITY 40 (Netflix; Emmy Award Nominee, 2017), and SERVED LIKE A GIRL (SXSW, Independent Lens, 2018).
Amber Howell (Co-Producer) 

Amber Howell has produced, directed, and written numerous documentaries, non-fiction specials, television and film projects, web and experiential content for over seventeen years. She has helped create programming for networks such as CBS, PBS, Discovery, and OWN. She developed a documentary based on the best-selling book On Gold Mountain with author Lisa See for PBS, a five-part fiction series GHOST TALES for A&E, as well as several independent scripts. She was a producer on CRAFT IN AMERICA, the Peabody Award-winning, Emmy-nominated documentary series about artists for PBS, and an installment for American Masters entitled CAROL BURNETT: A WOMAN OF CHARACTER, which was awarded a Silver Telly, and EXTRAORDINARY MOMS for OWN, hosted by Julia Roberts, which included interviews with Hillary Clinton and Christiane Amanpour. Since 2010 she has been producing and writing a series of films, WHAT WE CARRY, about holocaust survivors. Designed for schools, this interactive project address’ the issue of what happens when there are no longer survivors alive to share their stories in person. In addition to RAISE HELL, she is currently in post-production on her eighth film for that series.
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"Legs and Lambs"

Written by Raney Shockne

Performed by Cole Rider and the Dirt Band

Courtesy of Neurocircuit Music Inc.

“A Lawman And an Outlaw”

Written by Dominic Marsh and Jasper Wilkinson

Courtesy of 5 Alarm Music on behalf of Cavendish Music

“Death Valley Riders”

Written by Chris Lewis and Dominic Marsh

Courtesy of 5 Alarm Music on behalf of Cavendish Music

“The Minutemen”

Written by Miriam Cutler

Performed by Miriam Cutler

Published by Missprint Music

“L’Amour Old School”

Written by Vincent Francois Perrot

Published by APM Music

Courtesy of APM Music
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Written by Sam Hopkins, Morris Levy, Clarence L. Lewis

Performed by Lightnin’ Hopkins

Published by EMI Longitude Music

Courtesy of Fire Records a division of 43 North Broadway, LLC.
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Written by Stephen Lee Cropper, Al Jackson, Booker T. Jones Jr., Lewie Steinberg

Performed by Booker T. & the MG’s

Published by Irving Music, Inc., Music of One77 administered by Songs of Kobalt Music Publishing, Downtown DMP Songs, Lewie Steinberg Music Publishing administered by Clearbox Rights, LLC

Courtesy of Atlantic Recording Corp.

By arrangement with Warner Music Group Film & TV Licensing

“Fight”

Riaan Vosloo, Benedic Lawidin

Courtesy of 5 Alarm Music on behalf of Abaco Music Library

“She’s About a Mover”

Written by Doug Sahm

Performed by Sir Douglas Quintet

Published by Round Hill Carlin LLC on behalf of Crazy Cajun Music

Courtesy of Demon Music Group LTD

“You’re Gonna Miss Me”

Written by Roger Kynard Erickson

Performed by The 13th Floor Elevators

Published by Charly Publishing Limited

Courtesy of 1966 International Artists

An Original International Artists Recording, Licensed from Licensemusic.com ApS, Courtesy of Charly Acquisitions Ltd
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Written by Carson Whittaker, Evelyn Kay, Irving Taylor
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Published by Kiss Music Co. administered by Next Decade Entertainment, Inc.
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Performed by Willie Nelson

Published by EMI Longitude Music on behalf of Full Nelson Music, Inc.
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“Sweet and Shiny Eyes”

 (Acoustic Version)

Performed by Bonnie Raitt and Jackson Browne with Greg Leisz

Acoustic Guitar, Vocals - Bonnie Raitt

Acoustic Guitar, Vocals - Jackson Browne

Acoustic Guitar - Greg Leisz

“Sweet and Shiny Eyes”

 (Full Band Version)

Performed by Bonnie Raitt and Jackson Browne

Acoustic Guitar, Vocals - Bonnie Raitt

Acoustic Guitar, Vocals - Jackson Browne

Bass - James “Hutch” Hutchinson

Mandolin - George Marinelli

Drums - Ricky Fataar 

Keyboards - Mike Finnigan  

Acoustic Guitar - Greg Leisz
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Live recording engineer Paul Middleton

Jackson Browne recorded in 2016

Recording Engineer - Kevin Smith
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Written by Nan O’Byrne 
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© 2019 TMIP, LLC. All rights reserved. This motion picture is protected under laws of the United States and other countries. Unauthorized duplication, distribution or exhibition may result in civil liability and criminal prosecution.
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