[image: image1.jpg]MAGNET





Magnet Releasing, Film i Väst, H. Aschehoug & Co, Filmkraft Invest, Ghost VFX & Tre Vänner, Fantefilm Fiksjon as

Present 

A MAGNET RELEASE

RAGNAROK

   A film by Mikkel Brænne Sandemose
Official Selection:

2013 Fantastic Fest 
FINAL PRESS NOTES

  96 minutes; 2.39

	Distributor Contact:
	
	Press Contact NY /LA/Nat’l:

	Matt Cowal
	
	Brandy Fons 

	Arianne Ayers
	
	Fons PR

	Magnolia Pictures
	
	902 E. 5th Street, Suite 206

	(212) 924-6701 phone             
	
	Austin, TX 78702

	publicity@magpictures.com
	
	brandy@fonspr.com 

	            
	
	

	             
	
	  


49 west 27th street     7th floor     new york, ny 10001     

tel 212 924 6701     fax 212 924 6742 

www.magpictures.com
SYNOPSIS

Sigurd Svendsen (Pål Sverre Hagen) is a Norwegian archaeologist who is fascinated by a viking ship found at the Oseberg burial mound. He believes that a runic inscription on the ship, which translates to "man knows little," holds the key to understanding the Norse myth of Ragnarok: the day when heaven and earth are destroyed. After finding similar inscriptions on a stone in Northern Norway, Sigurd, along with his kids and a colleague, begins an expedition to uncover the secret of the day of doom.
DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT – MIKKEL BRÆNNE SANDEMOSE 

In 1904 archaeologists dug up a Viking ship from a burial mound in Norway. It would prove to be one of the largest archaeological Viking discoveries in world history. The mystery surrounding the ship is exceptionally fascinating and it was the story of this iconic graveyard from our ancestors that inspired me to direct Ragnarok. I set out to create an adventure that would take the viewer on a journey whereas the facts surrounding the ship gradually transformed into fiction, creating an even deeper mystery surrounding the origins of this ship. Inspired by the classic 1980’s action adventure movies of my youth that greatly influenced my own filmmaking, I strived to live up to these predecessors but with a Nordic tone. Ragnarok is a film that grapples with our Viking heritage and draws parallels to our own time in a playful and adventurous way. My goal was to make a film that keeps you on the edge of your seat and takes you on a roller coaster ride through myths, riddles and epic encounters with the past. The Vikings were convinced that there was a primal force in the abyss that was so powerful that it influenced their beliefs and lifestyle. In Ragnarok I wished for these primal forces to break loose and collide with the modern world right before the eyes of the audience in a spectacular way.

ABOUT THE FILMMAKER

MIKKEL BRÆNNE SANDEMOSE (Director)

Mikkel Brænne Sandemose, (born 1974), graduated from the directing program at the Film and Television Academy in 1998. His first short film, I KILLED A CYCLIST (2001), travelled festivals in Europe. Sandemose has directed hundreds of commercials in Norway and abroad and has been shortlisted in Cannes for several commercials, won silver and bronze medals in the Norwegian commercial championship and received honorable mentions at several festivals for both short films and music videos. Sandemose debuted as a feature film director with the horror film COLD PREY – THE BEGINNING (2010). RAGNAROK is his second feature film.
ABOUT THE CAST 

PÅL SVERRE HAGEN (Sigurd)

Pål Sverre Hagen graduated from the Theatre Academy in 2003, and has since starred in various productions for The Hålogaland Theatre and The Norwegian Theatre. He has distinguished himself with his performances in films and TV productions such as “Buzz Aldrin, What happened to you in all the myriad?” (TV / 2010-2011), I Travel Alone (2011), Iron Anger (2009), The Invisible (2008), House of Fools (2008) and Max Manus (2008), and most recently was seen as Thor Heyerdahl in the blockbuster Kon-Tiki (2012).

NICOLAI CLEVE BROCH (Allan)

Nicolai Cleve Broch was educated at the Theatre Academy and hired at the National Theatre. He is best known for the television series “Lekestue NRK” in 2001. Nicolai is also now a well-established actor in film, television and theater. He has appeared in, among others “Halvbroren” (TV/2013) “Schmokk” (TV/2011), Max Manus (2008), Cold Lunch (2007), The Last Joint Venture (2007), Turbulence (2006), Uno (2004) and Buddy (2003).

SOFIA HELIN (Elisabeth)

Sofia Helin is a Swedish actress trained at the Theatre Academy in Stockholm. Sofia has had a number of roles at Stockholm City Theatre and in many Swedish films. For Norwegians, she is perhaps best known as Saga Norén in the popular Swedish-Danish crime series “The Bridge” which was recently shown on NRK. She also had a pivotal role in the film ARN The Kingdom at Road's End (2008).

BJØRN SUNDQUIST (Leif)

Bjørn Sundquist is one of the leading Norwegian actors in theater, film and television, and has received several Amanda awards for his achievements. He has appeared in “Prey” (TV / 2011), Empty Barrels (2010), A Somewhat Gentle Man (2010) Iron Remorse (2009) Dead Snow (2009), The Last Joint Venture (2008), Kautokeino Rebellion (2008) and Hansel & Gretel: Witch Hunters (2013)
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	Screenplay
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	Screenplay revisions
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	Ole Giæver
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	Casting
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