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SYNOPSIS


Martial arts legend Tony Jaa writes, directs, produces and stars in ONG BAK 3, the third and final installment in one of the most beloved action series of all time. Picking up at the cliffhanger ending where Ong Bak 2 leaves off, Jaa ramps up the epic supernatural elements of the previous film, while still maintaining the trademark bone-crunching action that the series is known for. This time he must face his ultimate enemy: a fierce supernatural warrior named “Demon Crow,” played by fellow martial arts sensation Dan Chupong (Dynamite Warrior). Eagerly anticipated by martial arts aficionados for some time, the matchup of Jaa and Chupong is explosive.



































ABOUT THE FILM 


ONG BAK 3 is Tony Jaa’s fourth world-class action film (following Ong Bak, (2003); Tom Yum Goong, (2005); and Ong Bak 2, (2008). The idea was sparked by Tony Jaa and his mentor, Panna Rittikrai, Thailand’s number one martial arts master, during the shooting of Tom Yum Goong. It took almost seven years from the preparation, including research and martial arts choreography design, to the shooting to finish Ong Bak 2 and ONG BAK 3. Ong Bak 2 required 3 years of shooting, while ONG BAK 3 took a year and a half to complete, because of the difficulty of the project. Only 4-5 action scenes could be shot each day. The most difficult was the fight scene on the back of the elephants.   

In the first Ong Bak, Panna Rittikrai and Tony Jaa showed the world the strong, yet beautiful art of Thai boxing. Being a martial arts genius, Tony Jaa designed the “Elephant Breaking the Earth” move, creating a hundred moves which became “Muay Kotchasarn” (Elephant Boxing) –the combination of elephant’s movements, and is shown for the first time in Tom Yum Goong. In ONG BAK 3, action fans will be seeing several styles of ancient Thai dancing arts, especially the “Khon” dance. The moves of several Khon characters, such as demon, protagonist, and monkey, have been combined to create a new martial art style called “Natayuth” or the “fighting dance.” Each character’s moves have their unique style. The Monkey Natayuth is quick and agile. The Demon Natayuth is fierce and ferocious. The Protagonist Natayuth (Rama and Lakshmana) is elegant and delicate. These beautiful moves are spectacular and have never been introduced to the world until now.

The “Natayuth” fighting dance that Tony Jaa created was inspired by his interest in the art of “Khon” dance while he was studying at the College of Physical Education in Mahasarakham province. His favorite character was “Hanuman” whose famous moves were “Hanuman Stomping All Over Lanka” and “Hanuman Punching.” His interest in “Khon” went further after he was introduced to Master Pichet Klunchuen (recipient of Silpatorn Award in Performing Arts in 2006) through his acting mentor “Mrs. Aew” Ornchuma Yuthawong. Consequently, Tony Jaa became serious about studying Khon that he even went to Cambodia to see “Khon” performance and study sculptures of the protagonists, the demons, and the monkeys, at Angkor Wat. Ultimately, all of these have been blended into “Natayuth.”
 
The screenplay is something both Panna and Tony Jaa placed a high importance on. ONG BAK 3 is the conclusion and the answer to the mystery of the whole trilogy, including Tien’s fate after losing everything in his life, the scar on the face of the Buddha in the first Ong Bak, and the discovery of the fighting technique called “Natayuth” which is the combination of meditation, detachment of rage, forgiveness, and “Khon” dancing style. So this action film also has deep Buddhist underlying concepts added to spectacular action scenes. Therefore, it took about 20 drafts of screenplay before the actual shooting began. 

The action design for this film is the most outstanding aspect. The action choreographers, Panna Rittikrai and Tony Jaa intend to create the newest, most stunning, most exciting fight scenes. Some of these amazing action scenes include: 

Real action scene on the elephants’ back is the highlight of this film. First a several-story-high large-scale pavilion was built on a 40,000 square-meter land, large enough to accommodate several elephants and hundreds of actors. The fighting takes place on the elephants’ back and trunks, under their belly and tusks. Tony Jaa must run on the back of several elephants to fight with almost a hundred of Lord Rajasena’s soldiers. He must rehearse this scene over fifty times in the morning, just to take five shots in the afternoon under the blazing sun. Every scene has been shot in Tony Jaa’s style, which is “No wires. No stunt doubles.” It took a great deal of risk and effort to complete each action scene, especially the swinging 360 degrees from the tusk of one elephant to kick the neck of a soldier on the back of an incoming elephant. It took more than ten takes to complete this risky scene. 

The Natayuth of “Monkey” and “Demon” are the martial arts techniques modeled after the swift movement of the “Monkey” and the ferocious movement of the “Demon.” So we’ll see Tony Jaa fighting fiercely as the Demon, showing raw and extreme emotions. The stuntmen for this film have had to endure Tony Jaa’s rage when he stomps them on the body, neck, and face into the ground. As a Monkey, Tony Jaa must run and jump onto a stunt’s body to bite him in the neck. These are the fighting techniques never seen before from Tony Jaa. 

There are scenes in which Tony Jaa must use a staff and chains as weapons. In the beginning of the film, Tien is captured and chained, then tortured before being brought for execution. With his life on the line, Tien must fight his way out, using the chains and the guard’s staff with his astonishing Thai boxing skills. 

The “Protagonist’s Natayuth” in the final showdown that Tien performs to duel with the Demon Crow is elegant, graceful, and beautiful, under the concept “Turn the enemy into a dancing partner.” Tien uses “Natayuth” to combat “the Demon Martial Arts” of the Demon Crow (Dan Chupong), who possesses mysterious and deadly fighting technique, designed by Tony Jaa himself. It is modeled after the movement of a crow, which is swift and surreptitious. The Demon Crow also possesses the ability to use “the smoke of evil” when fighting. 

This is the first and the only action film that features a full blown duel between two action superstars of the era – Tony Jaa (“Natayuth”) VS. Dan Chupong (“Demon Martial Arts”), with spectacular fighting technique the world has never seen before. 

The character “the Crow Demon,” was written specifically by Tony Jaa for Dan Chupong to play Tien’s nemesis. Dan has had to prepared himself both the action and the acting part. The training included talking, walking, and even moving each part of his body, because everything must be similar to the characteristics of a crow. Dan also had to lose some weight. Each time before he can take on the role, he must let the make-up artist to paint ancient letters all over this body, including arms, legs, chest, back, and even the nails. This process took six hours to complete, so Dan must wake up at four in the morning for make-up.

This film features several top actors and actresses of Thailand to complete the trilogy with grandeur. The cast include: Saranyu Wongkrachang, who plays Lord Rajasena, which the audience will see his weak side of the tyrant who causes Tien’s rage and vengefulness; Nirut Sirijunya, who plays Master Bua – Tien’s second father who has taught him the art of “Khon” dance, who has decided to get ordained into a monk, and later leads Tien to discover inner peace; Petchtai Wongkamlao (Mum Jokmok), who plays Men, the crazy man of the village, who seems dirty and repulsive on the outside, but pure and kind inside; Dan Chupong Changprung, an up-and-coming action star in the darkest and most fearful role, the Demon Crow, Tien’s archenemy, and Primrata Dej-Udom, who plays Pim, the caring and beautiful lady whose kindness helps turn Tien’s vengefulness into forgiveness and love. 

The shooting has been done in several gorgeous locations in all regions of Thailand to make this film as visually stunning as possible.  The Khon village was created in Saraburi, Nakonratchasima, and Surin. Lord Rajasena’s palace was built as a several-story-high large-scale pavilion on a 40,000 square-meter land in Rayong for the exciting fight scene on the elephants’ back. Other locations include Pu Chee Fah Peak in Chiang Rai, Jek Peak in Ubonratchathani, Emerald Cave in Krabi, and even Angkor Wat in Cambodia. 

The sll-star crew who have been behind the success of many world-class films, including Nattawut Kittikhun, Thailand’s number one cinematographer (Nang Nak, The Overture, The Legend of King Naresuan, Ong Bak, Tom Yum Goong, Ong Bak 2, Jan Dara), Art Director Banpot Ngamkam (Queens of Langasuka), and Costume Designer Chatchai Chaiyont (Queens of Langasuka, Ong Bak 2), have been assembled to make ONG BAK 3 the film of the era. 
















CHARACTERS OF ONG BAK 3


Tien, played by Tony Jaa
A strong, dark-skinned, muscular young man. Tien is courageous, unyielding, and strong-willed. He is obsessed with taking revenge on the people responsible for killing his parents. Raised and trained by martial arts masters at the Garuda Wing Cliff, Tien has become a weapon expert and the ultimate martial arts fighter. After losing everything including his fighting ability, Tien reaches the lowest point of his life, before he finds the true meaning of life and overcomes the dark side to turn enemies into dancing partners, and ultimately vengeance into forgiveness. 

The Crow Demon, played by “Dan” Chupong Changprung
A mysterious killer, the Crow Demon is a very skilled fighter like no other. He is a master of the dark martial arts, called “the evil martial arts.” The Crow Demon has beaten Tien and all other martial artists in only a few moves. 

Pim, played by Primrata Dej-Udom
A cheerful, kind, beautiful dancer for Master Bua’s band. Her smile has always been the light in Tien’s battered body and desolate heart. 

Lord Rajasena, played by Saranyu Wongkrajang
Good-looking on the outside, vicious on the inside, Lord Rajasena is a cunning and power-craving high-ranking officer. He is a skilled archer who plots the assassination of the governor and accuses Lord Sihadecho of the murder so he can become the new ruler. 

Master Bua, or Father Bua, played by Nirut Sirijunya
A kind-hearted and respected master of dancing art and an expert in herbs and medicine, Master Bua is the adoptive father of Pim, and a friend of Lord Sihadecho when he was in the army. Master Bua is the one who teaches Tien to meditate and seek inner peace, which leads Tien to discover “the dancing martial arts.”

Men, played by Petchtai Wongkamlao
A zany and frolicsome childhood friend of Tien and Pim, who is fixated on dancing art. Despite his erratic behavior, he poses no harm to anyone. He lives in Master Bua’s village. 

Governor, played by Chumporn Theppitak
The governor of an Ayothaya’s protectorate state, He’s the key to the power struggle between the Crow Demon and Lord Rajasena. 






ABOUT TONY JAA

Panom Yeerum or “Tony Jaa” was born in Surin province in the Northeast region of Thailand. His dream since he was 11 years old was to be like “Jackie Chan,” his childhood idol. He memorized all of Jackie Chan’s moves and trained himself to do them. The turning point in his life came when he was in ninth grade when he got a chance to watch Born to Fight (1979), a Thai action film which was written, directed, and starred by his present mentor Panna Rittikrai. Jaa then started training martial arts by himself to reach his dream of being an action star. He trained himself so hard that there were days where he missed all his meals. His first opportunity knocked after he finished his ninth grade when Jaa heard that Panna Rittkrai was filming in Kon Kaen, not far from Surin. He begged his father to bring him to meet Panna so he could ask him to be his apprentice. Jaa and Panna met each other for the first time at Kaen Inn Hotel just as Panna was preparing to leave for Bangkok after having wrapped up the film. Panna told Jaa to go back to school and come back to see him during school break. For the next three years, Jaa was a regular in Panna’s crew during school breaks. He would do anything he was asked to, including serving drinks, cooking, carrying equipments such as reflex materials, dolly tracks, etc. as well as learning the skills of martial arts choreographing. 

After Jaa finished twelfth grade, he was advised by Panna to go to the College of Physical Education in Mahasarakham province, also in the Northeast. There, he got the chance to study several kinds of martial arts including Thai boxing, Taekwondo, sword and pole, and gymnastic. He continued to train fight scene acting with Panna every weekend in Konkaen. He became Panna’s protégé and started his acting career as a stuntman and an extra in many films. 

Meanwhile, Jaa started inventing his own fighting style by combining stunt techniques with martial arts fighting he had learned at the College of Physical Education. It was a combination of various types of gymnastic moves, Thai boxing, and Thai weapon techniques. As the chairman of the Sword and Pole club, he formed a team, created a show based on his newly invented fighting style, and performed to several high schools in the Northeast. Later, he was selected the representative of the College of Physical Education to perform Thai Boxing and Sword and Pole fighting shows in the Northeast, in Bangkok, and in China. Moreover, Jaa won gold medals for Mahasarakham College of Physical Education in Sword and Pole, gymnastic, and track-and-field sports (sprint, long jump, high jump) in all of the four years he participated.

More chances for Jaa to shine came along when the crew of a Hollywood action movie Mortal Kombat 2 flew in to film in Ayutthaya, near Bangkok. Jaa beat out more than a hundred stuntmen to win the role as the stunt double for Robin Shou, the film’s lead actor. He later got two more stunt double jobs for the lead actor. The first one was for “James” Ruengsak Loychusak in a Thai film The Gang, followed by the remake of a hit Thai television series Insee Daeng (Red Eagle) on Channel 7. 

Together with Panna, Jaa developed a project with an intention to put together a film showcasing Jaa’s unique fighting skills to director-producer Prachya Pinkaew. With the full support of “Boss Jiang” Somsak Techaratanaprasert, president of Sahamongkolfilm International, whose studio was returning to making Thai films after its huge success with foreign films, it led to the production of Ong Bak: Muay Thai Warrior. This big-budget project portraying the beauty and fierceness of ancient Thai boxing techniques took four years to complete. Upon its release in 2003, Ong Bak quickly became the new legend of Thai action films. It grossed over three million dollars in Bangkok, before being a huge hit in international markets such as Hong Kong, Singapore, Argentina, the Netherlands, Japan, Italy, Taiwan, Poland, France, United Arab Emirates, Germany, Austria, Czech Republic, and many others. In France, the film was able to sell a million tickets in only a month. Moreover, it was awarded “the Best Asian Action Film” at the 2004 Deauville Asian Film Festival, France. Then Ong Bak and Jaa moved on to excite fans in North America. With the gross revenue of more than 1.3 million dollars from as many as 387 theaters all across the United States, the film became the first Thai film in history at that time to open at number 17 on the American box office ranking. Realizing his popularity internationally, Thailand Ministry of Culture appointed Jaa as the nation’s cultural ambassador. 

There was nothing that could stop Tony Jaa’s rise to fame as one of the world’s most prominent action heroes. His next film, Tom Yum Goong (2005) was considered one of Thailand’s most successful films in history. In this film, Jaa introduced a spectacular new style of fighting called “Muay Kodchasarn” (Elephant Boxing), which combines the moves of elephants, Thailand’s national animal, with Thai boxing. The film also features the world’s longest continuous fight scene in which Jaa beats more than 40 gangsters in one take. The film was an instant blockbuster. It grossed almost five million dollars domestically, and was purchased to be shown in more than forty countries worldwide, including Hong Kong, Korea, Taiwan, Singapore, France, Spain, Belgium, Austria, Japan, Germany, Portugal, Great Britain, the Netherlands, and the United States. Released to the American public under the title The Protector, the film smashed Ong Bak’s record with 5.4 million dollars revenue from the first three days of playing in as many as 1,541 theaters nationwide, placing the film at number four in the box office ranking. It went on to gross more than 11 million dollars. 

On November 23rd, 2005, Tony Jaa, along with Panna Rittikrai and the crew of Ong-Bak 2, performed the master salutation ceremony, a sacred ritual which has been carried on since the era of King Rama IV, at the National Theater. The ceremony was led by Master Padejpat Plubkrasong, the official person appointed by the Office of Music and Drama, the Fine Arts Department to pay homage of ancient Thai drama masters and give blessings to actors of the later generations. This ceremony marked the official start of Tony Jaa as a co-director (with Panna) of Ong-Bak 2. 
On October 12th, 2007, Jaa flew to Shenzhen, China, to receive the “Best Action Actor” award at the “Martial Arts Global Celebration” among the presence of action stars such as Jackie Chan, Yuen Biao, Donnie Yen, and Jet Lee. 

On December 5th, 2008 was the date set for the opening of one of Thailand’s most-anticipated film, Ong-Bak 2. With production costs of over seven million dollars, it was sure to become Thailand’s third world-class action film after Ong Bak and Tom Yum Goong. It is the first film that combines martial arts and dancing arts together. This film also showcases Tony Jaa’s well-rounded skills for action movies as he serves not only as the lead actor but also martial arts choreographer, concept developer, and co-director (with his mentor Panna Rittikrai, who is also production supervisor). Prachya Pinkaew also serves as a production supervisor and the producer of this film. 

With 30 million baht opening date box office, Ong Bak 2 broke the record for the biggest opening in Thailand of all time. The previous record holder was Tom Yum Goong (19.5 million, August 11th 2005), followed by King Naresuan 2 (16.6 million, February 15th, 2007). Moreover, Ong Bak 2 also set the record for the highest one-day box office revenue (30 million, December, 5th, 2008), breaking the previous record held by Tom Yum Goong (29.5 million, August 12th, 2005). Ong Bak 2 swiftly grossed over 100 million baht. 
	
Finally, May 5th, 2010, “Tony Jaa” Panom Yeerum is back to complete the ultimate action and martial arts film, considered by many critics to be the best work of Tony Jaa. After three years in the making, the conclusion of the Ong Bak series, the epic martial arts series is ready to be shown in theaters. This film will blow audiences away with spectacular new martial arts moves which are the result of the combination between ancient performing arts of “Khon” and the renowned “Thai Boxing.” The outcome is the spectacular “Natayuth” or dancing martial arts moves. 


	


Tony Jaa’s Biography

Real name		Panom Yeerum (Tony Jaa)
Nickname		Jaa
Date of Birth		February 5th, 1976
Birthplace		Kok Sung Village, Panomdongruk District, Surin Province
Height			172 centimeters
Weight			63 kilograms
Education		Primary school	Ban Umpeul School, Surin
			Secondary school	Kok Glang Wittaya School, Surin
			High School		Prasat Wittayakam School, Surin
			College		Mahasarakham College of Physical Education

Accomplishments
· Won a gold medal as a track and field athlete for Surin province.
· Played a role in Singh Siam (1991) which was directed by his mentor Panna Rittikrai
· Chairman of Thai Swordplay club at Mahasarakam Physical Education College
· Representative of the College of Physical Education to demonstrate Thai Swordplay techniques in China
· Lecturer for the College of Physical Education. Made speeches to high schools nationwide. 
· Won gold medals for Mahasarakham College of Physical Education in Stick and Pole, and track-and-field sports (sprint, long jump, high jump)   
· Representative of the College of Physical Education to demonstrate Thai martial arts in the northeast region.
· Stunt double for Robin Shou in Mortal Kombat 2.
· Stunt double for “James” Ruengsak Loychusak in The Gang
· Fight choreographer and lead actor for Ong-Bak: Muay Thai Warrior.
· Fight choreographer and lead actor for Tom Yum Goong.
· Appointed “Cultural Ambassador” by Thailand’s Ministry of Culture
· Teamed up with comedian Mum Jokmok (Petchtai Wongkamlao) and director Prutya Pinkaew to promote consumption of longans.
· Guest starred in The Bodyguard 2 
· On November, 23, 2006, before serving as the director of Ong Bak 2, Tony Jaa, along with Panna Rittikrai and cast and crew of Ong Bak 2, performed the sacred master salutation ritual at the national theater to pay homage to ancient masters. 
· Awarded “Best Action Actor” from “Martial Arts Global Celebration” event, held on October 12, 2007, in Shenzhen, China.
· December 5, 2008, the premiere of Ong Bak 2, in which he served both as the lead actor and the director for the first time. 
· May 5th, 2010, Ong Bak 3, the legendary action series concludes.




CREDITS



Produced and Distributed by	Sahamongkolfilm International
Production Company		Iyara Film
Executive Producer			Somsak Techaratanaprasert
Production Supervisor	“Tony Jaa” Panom Yeerum, Panna Rittikrai, Akarapol Techaratanaprasert
Directed, Story, Screenplay by	“Tony Jaa” Panom Yeerum, Panna Rittikrai
Cinematography by			Nattawut Kittkhun
Film Editing by 			Nattawut Kittkhun, Sarawut Nakajud
Martial Arts Supervisor		Panna Rittikrai
Martial Arts Choreographer	“Tony Jaa” Panom Yeerum
Costume Design by			Chatchai Chaiyont
Production Design 			Chalard Muangjan
Special Effects by			Surreal Studio
Music by				Banana Record, Terdsak Janpan
Sound Design by	Vanilla Sky, Nakorn Kositpaisarn, Suchada Prom-In

Cast	“Tony Jaa” Panom Yeerum, Primrata Dej-Udom, Nirut Sirijanya, Petchtai Wongkhamlao, “Dan” Chupong Changprung, Chumporn Theppitak





2

image1.jpeg
MAGNET




