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SHORT SYNOPSIS
Now the top-selling female artist in the world, Yayoi Kusama overcame impossible odds to bring her radical artistic vision to the world stage. After working as an artist for over six decades, people around the globe are experiencing her installation Infinity Mirrored Rooms in record numbers, even as Kusama continues to create new work every day.

LONG SYNOPSIS
Now the top-selling female artist in the world, Yayoi Kusama overcame impossible odds to bring her radical artistic vision to the world stage. For decades, her work pushed boundaries that often alienated her from both her peers and those in power in the art world. Kusama was an underdog with everything stacked against her: the trauma of growing up in Japan during World War II, life in a dysfunctional family that discouraged her creative ambitions, sexism and racism in the art establishment, mental illness in a culture where that was particularly shameful and even continuing to pursue and be devoted to her art full time on the cusp of her 90s. In spite of it all, Kusama has endured and has created a legacy of artwork that spans the disciplines of painting, sculpture, installation art, performance art, poetry and literary fiction. After working as an artist for over six decades, people around the globe are experiencing her installation Infinity Mirrored Rooms in record numbers, as Kusama continues to create new work every day.
ABOUT YAYOI KUSAMA

Unfolding over several decades, Yayoi Kusama’s career has both exemplified and transcended two of the most important art movements of the 20th century: Pop art and Minimalism. Her highly influential work spans paintings, performances, room-sized presentations, outdoor sculptural installations, literary works, films, fashion, design and interventions, all of which expand and explore both microscopic and macroscopic universes. One of the most—if not the most—popular artists in the world, Kusama continues to draw record numbers of visitors to her exhibitions internationally, while photos of her Infinity Mirrored Rooms have become omnipresent on social media. Kusama, who is now based in Tokyo, continues to tirelessly create art and participate in exhibitions. In just the past few years, she has presented major shows at prestigious international institutions including the Centre Georges Pompidou, the Tate Modern, the Whitney Museum of American Art, the National Center of Art, Tokyo and the Hirshhorn Museum. This past year, Kusama opened her own museum in Tokyo with the inaugural exhibition Creation Is a Solitary Pursuit, Love Is What Brings You Closer to Art.
Timeline:
- Born in Matsumoto City, Nagano Prefecture, Japan, on March 22, 1929.
 - At age 10, she became interested in painting and used watercolors, pastels and oils to paint polka dots and repeated, recreated net motifs. 
 - Moving to New York in 1958 after correspondence with the famed artist Georgia O'Keeffe, Kusama showed large paintings, soft sculptures and other environmental installations using mirrors and electric lights in early variations on the ideas she'd explore ultimately in Infinity Mirror Rooms. 
 - Embracing the spirit of the times, in the late '60s, Kusama staged body-painting festivals and anti-war demonstrations while also showing her work and staging events in Europe, including “crashing” the Biennale in 1966 and adding an unauthorized staging of her work outside.
- She also starred in Kusama's Self-Obliteration in 1968, which won a prize at the fourth International Experimental Film Competition in Belgium and the second Maryland Film Festival, as well as the second prize at the Ann Arbor Film Festival.
 - Returning to Japan in 1973, she continued to produce and show artwork while also writing a number of semi-autobiographical novels. Her 1983 novel The Hustlers Grotto of Christopher Street won the tenth Literary Award for New Writers from the monthly magazine Yasei Jidai.
 - Kusama checked herself into the Seiwa Hospital for the Mentally Ill in 1976, of her own volition; she eventually took up permanent residence, by choice,  and continues to live there today. Her studio, where she has continued to produce work since the mid-1970s, is a short distance from the hospital in Shinjuku, Tokyo.
- In 1989, Kusama’s work was featured in a solo exhibition at the Center for International Contemporary Arts in New York.
- Representing Japan in the 45th Venice Biennale 1993 also marked her official debut at the fabled art event she had crashed in 1966 when she set up her installation of 1,500 mirror balls on the lawn outside the pavilion, frolicking amongst them in a red leotard.
-Kusama began to create outdoor sculptures in 1994; they can be seen at such places as the island of Naoshima in Japan, in front of the Matsumoto City Museum of Art in Japan and in Beverly Hills, California.
- Showing her work solo in New York in the mid-'90s, Kusama won the Best Gallery Show from the International Association of Art Critics in 95/96 and in 96/97.
- Her work was selected for a major retrospective of her career, which toured from 1998 to 1999, opening at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art and then traveling to the Museum of Modern Art in New York, the Walker Art Center in Minneapolis, and the Museum of Contemporary Art in Tokyo.
- Winning the Japanese Minister of Education’s Art Encouragement Prize and the Foreign Minister's Commendations in 2000, Kusama also saw a solo exhibition that started at Le Consortium in France then traveled to the Maison de la Culture du Japon in Paris, Kunsthallen Brandts Klædefabrik in Denmark, Les Abattoirs in Toulouse, Kunsthalle Wien in Vienna, and the Art Sonje Center in Seoul.
- Winning Japan’s Asahi Prize 2001, 2002 saw Kusama receive the honor of the Japanese Merit Medal, and in 2003 she received the Nagano Governor Prize for her contribution to and encouragement of art and culture.
- In 2004, her solo exhibition KUSAMATRIX opened at the Mori Museum in Tokyo and drew 520,000 visitors, even as another solo exhibition opened at The National Museum of Modern Art in Tokyo. In 2005, the exhibition traveled to The National Museum of Modern Art in Kyoto, Hiroshima City Museum of Contemporary Art, Contemporary Art Museum in Kumamoto and Matsumoto City Museum of Art.
- In 2006, Kusama received a National Lifetime Achievement Award from the Order of the Rising Sun, as well as Japan's international prize, The Praemium Imperiale, for painting.
- In 2009, Kusama was opening a variety of global shows, including an exhibition at Gagosian Gallery in New York City and Los Angeles, one at Victoria Miro Gallery in London, and one at Padiglione d'Arte Contemporanea in Milan. She was also honored as a "Person of Cultural Merit" in Japan.
- In 2010, Kusama was busy opening both a solo exhibition and permanent outdoor sculpture at Towada Art Center in Japan. She also participated in the Sydney Biennale and Aichi Triennale and had a solo exhibition at Victoria Miro Gallery in London.
- In 2011, Kusama had a solo exhibition at the Gagosian Gallery in Rome and Victoria Miro Gallery in London. A European and North American career retrospective tour opened at the Museo Nacional Centro De Arte Reina Sofia in Madrid, then travelled to Centre Pompidou in Paris, the Tate Modern in London and the Whitney Museum in New York. A solo exhibition also opened at Watari Art Museum in Tokyo.
- In 2012, Eternity of Eternal Eternity, a solo national traveling show, opened at the National Museum of Art in Osaka and traveled to The Museum of Modern Art in Saitama, Matsumoto City Museum of Art in Nagano and Niigata City Art Museum. The following year, Eternity of Eternal Eternity traveled to the Shizuoka Prefectural Museum of Art, Oita Art Museum and Museum of Art in Japan. Kusama won the Shinjuku Honorary Citizen Award and became a Foreign Honorary Member of The American Academy of Arts and Letters. She also collaborated with Louis Vuitton creative director Marc Jacobs on the “LOUIS VUITTON × YAYOI KUSAMA Collection.”
- In 2013, the Yayoi Kusama. Obsesión infinita [Infinite Obsession] retrospective tour began at Malba - Fundacion Costantini in Buenos Aires and traveled to Centro Cultural Banco do Brasil in Rio de Janeiro, Instituto Tomie Ohtake in São Paulo and Mexico City. The KUSAMA YAYOI, A Dream I Dreamed exhibition tour started at the Daegu Art Museum in South Korea and traveled to the Museum of Contemporary Art in Shanghai, Seoul Arts Centre, Taipei Fine Arts Museum, and National Gallery of Modern Art in New Delhi.
- In 2017, Yayoi Kusama: Infinity Mirrors opened at the Smithsonian’s Hirshhorn Museum in Washington, DC, and will travel to five major museums in the US and Canada through 2019. The exhibition celebrates Kusama's 65-year career and features six of Kusama’s captivating Infinity Mirror Rooms alongside a selection of her other key works, including a number of paintings from her most recent series My Eternal Soul.  Finally, 2017 saw the opening of the Yayoi Kusama Museum in Tokyo.
FILMMAKER BIOS

HEATHER LENZ – Director and Producer
Writer, director and producer Heather Lenz is passionate about documentaries and biographical films and drawn to stories about people with creative minds who have not walked a familiar beaten path. Her first short documentary about a bicycle inventor, Back to Back, was nominated for a student Academy Award and screened at film festivals worldwide. Lenz has degrees in Art History and Fine Arts from Kent State University. She also earned an MFA in Cinematic Arts from the University of Southern California.
Lenz became interested in Kusama while studying art in the early ‘90s. When she first saw the Japanese artist’s work, it was love at first sight; after study, Lenz felt strongly that Kusama’s contributions to the American art world had been largely overlooked, notably during the period when Kusama created some of her most innovative work, from the late ‘50s to the early ‘70s while living in New York City, over fifteen years. Lenz began her film on Kusama and has worked for over a decade to bring the story to the screen; Lenz never imagined that during the making of the film Kusama would become the top-selling female artist in the world.
During the making of the documentary, Lenz married into a Japanese family. Her father-in-law (a 17th generation Buddhist Minister) and her mother-in-law (an expert in the dying art of the Japanese tea ceremony) are both from the Hiroshima area and, like Kusama’s parents, they have an arranged marriage. Her husband's grandfather was obliterated by the atomic bomb that fell on Hiroshima. It is important to Lenz that this film about the colorful artist Yayoi Kusama, contain information about the darker side of Kusama's history as a child during WWII, to help introduce that period to a younger generation and help prevent it from being forgotten. Lenz has written on the subject of Kusama’s anti-war art for Specialten DVD Magazine.
KAREN JOHNSON – Producer
Karen Johnson’s award-winning productions have been distributed and broadcast throughout the world. She has a special interest in projects by female writers and directors and/or featuring compelling female characters. Johnson has been producing Kusama - Infinity with director/producer/writer Heather Lenz since 2004. Johnson produced the award-winning feature documentary Double Dare, about Hollywood stuntwomen, directed by Oscar-nominated director Amanda Micheli. Double Dare was an official selection at the Toronto International Film Festival and won numerous film festival audience awards worldwide, was broadcast on Independent Lens, and was distributed worldwide by NBC/Universal. Johnson is currently producing Making Waves: The Art of Cinematic Sound, a feature documentary about the history and artistry of sound in motion pictures, with director/producer Midge Costin and writer/producer Bobette Buster. She is also producing Nerd Girl Nation, a STEM-focused web series with Oscar and Emmy-nominated director Paola DiFlorio and President’s Award-winning educator Dr. Karen Panetta.
DAVID KOH – Producer
David Koh is an independent producer, distributor, sales agent, curator and programmer. He has been involved in the acquisition, distribution, marketing, production, financing, release and sale of over 400 films. He is currently a partner with Josh and Dan Braun of Submarine Entertainment and is partnered with Stanley Buchthal's Dakota Group Ltd., where he currently co-manages a combined slate and portfolio of approximately 60+ projects a year in addition to producing and co-producing five-plus projects a year. 

Koh has been involved in over 20Academy-nominated films and seven Academy Award-winning documentaries. Prior to that, he was head of acquisitions and production for Chris Blackwell's film and music label Palm Pictures and before that served as director of acquisitions for Winstar/Wellspring Media. He has worked as a producer and collaborator with world-renowned video artist Nam June Paik and worked in the film curatorial departments of Anthology Film Archives MoMAand the Guggenheim Museum. Koh was the founder and artistic director of the Santa Fe Film Festival and the Goldeneye Film Festival. 

DAN BRAUN – Producer
Dan Braun is a producer, writer and musician and is the co-founder and co-president of New York based film sales, production and distribution company Submarine. Braun produced the documentaries Peggy Guggenheim: Art Addict, Burden, about performance artist Chris Burden, and the free jazz doc Fire Music. He has also executive produced the documentaries Kill Your Idols; Blank City; Sunshine Superman; Streetlight Harmonies; Rats; I Called Him Morgan; Bad Reputation, the Joan Jett documentary; Malcolm; Patrolman P; Pick of the Litter; the Bill Wyman documentary The Quiet One; and the Netflix documentary series Wild Wild Country and Evil Genius. 

Braun has been involved with the sale of many feature films and documentaries including over 20 Academy Award nominated documentaries and five Academy Award-winning documentaries. The list includes Searching for Sugar Man; The Cove; Citizenfour; 20 Feet From Stardom; Man on Wire; Life Animated; The Witness; Blackfish; The Wolfpack; The Overnight; Finding Vivian Maier; Best of Enemies; Tiny Furniture; and The Cave of Forgotten Dreams, among others. He also heads the distribution label Submarine Deluxe whose releases include I Called Him Morgan; Peggy Guggenheim: Art Addict; Chasing Ice; Love, Marilyn; and Peace Officer. Braun is also a comic book writer/editor and Eisner Award-winner on the Creepy and Eerie horror series at Dark Horse Comics. 

STANLEY BUCHTHAL – Executive Producer
Stanley Buchthal is a producer and entrepreneur. His movie credits include Peggy Guggenheim: Art Addict; Hairspray; Spanking the Monkey; Up at the Villa; Lou Reed's Berlin, Love, Marilyn; LennoNYC; Bobby Fischer Against the World, Herb & Dorothy; Marina Abramovic: The Artist is Present; Jean-Michel Basquiat: The Radiant Child; Black White + Gray: A Portrait of Sam Wagstaff and Robert Mapplethorpe and Watchers of the Sky, among numerous others.

JOSH BRAUN - Executive Producer
Josh Braun is the co-president of Submarine, a hybrid sales and production company. He is an executive producer on the Emmy-nominated Netflix series The Keepers and was an executive producer on the Netflix original horror films Creep and Creep 2. Documentaries produced and/or executive produced by Braun include Scotty and the Secret History of Hollywood; The Gospel According to André; Peggy Guggenheim: Art Addict; Rats; Chris Burden: Double Bind; Sunshine Superman; Page One: Inside the New York Times; The Unknown Known; Ivory Tower; and Easy Riders, Raging Bulls. Braun was also an executive producer on David Cronenberg’s A History of Violence and produced the cult horror hit The House of the Devil.
ANNA GODAS – Co-Producer
Anna Godas is Dogwoof’s CEO and co-founder. Dogwoof is the leading documentary sales agent and UK theatrical distributor. Dogwoof has so far released 18 Oscar-nominated documentaries, with three wins and an additional two BAFTA winners. Godas has steered the company from a small indie film distributor to a leading global brand in the field of documentary, was directly responsible for the creation of Dogwoof's international sales arm and is now focusing on growing Dogwoof's production investments, including a recently created fund. 

ROBERT PROFUSEK – Co-Producer
Robert Profusek is an entertainment executive and entrepreneur focused on the convergence of storytelling, technology and marketing. He is currently the Director of Business Development & Corporate Strategy and Executive Producer of Live Video for Conde Nast Entertainment with a focus on various company-wide business transactions and content deals including digital-video, live, 360-video and virtual reality. Previously, Profusek served as executive producer for brands as diverse as Teen Vogue, Bon Appétit and GQ. While at CNE, his work was recognized by the ASME, the Tellys, the Webbys, the Streamys, the James Beard Foundation and the New York Festival. He is also the Founder/Principal of Digital Harvest Capital, a digital media incubator.

KEITA IDENO – Editor, Co-Writer
Keita Ideno was born in Osaka, Japan and later moved to Singapore when his father became a foreign correspondent for a Japanese TV station. He continued his education in the US where he studied TV broadcasting and film production at San Diego State University. In his senior year, Ideno edited the short film Last Swing Dance. Kathleen Kennedy, Steven Spielberg's longtime producer and the current president of Lucasfilm, helped get the film screened at the Directors Guild of America. This experience and his passion for storytelling eventually led Ideno to pursue a career in film editing in Los Angeles. Early on, Ideno assisted in the creation of both Gaspar Noe's Enter the Void and Isabel Coixet’s Map of the Sounds of Tokyo, which were both selected for competition at the 2009 Cannes Film Festival. Ideno has edited a wide variety of genres; his latest project has been actress/ director Penny Marshall's documentary feature about NBA legend Dennis Rodman. Ideno recently finished editing Disney XD’s Yo-kai Watch and Netflix’s Ultimate Beastmaster.
SHINPEI TAKEDA – Editor, Associate Producer, Additional Cinematography, Translator
Shinpei Takeda is a documentary filmmaker and visual artist working in various mediums including installations, sculpture, performance, sound and public intervention in order to materialize memories, particularly memories of the exile and of the borderland in various dimensions. He directed and produced The Closest Mexico to Japan, Hiroshima Nagasaki Download and Ghost Magnet Roach Motel. His art installations have been shown in places like the San Diego Museum of Art, Centro Cultural Tijuana, Kyoto Art Center, Hiroshima Prefectural Art Museum, Nagasaki Art Museum and Museo de Arte Queretaro, among others. Takeda is also a co-founder and artistic advisor of The AJA Project, a San Diego-based nonprofit working with refugee and marginalized youth using photography and storytelling. He also directs the Tijuana-based noise punkformance collective Ghost Magnet Roach Motel. He grew up in Japan and currently resides in Tijuana and Düsseldorf.

CARL PFIRMAN – Editor
Carl Pfirman’s editorial credits include Robert Greenwald’s feature documentary Making a Killing: Guns, Greed and the NRA; the PBS/ITVS Independent Lens feature documentary film Limited Partnership, nominated for a 2016 GLADD Media Award for Outstanding Documentary; the HBO feature documentary film A Small Act which was nominated for an Emmy award and premiered at Sundance; the Lifetime TV documentary film The Georgia Holt Story; The Making of an Avant-Garde, which premiered at the Museum of Modern Art; the feature documentary film Tyrus, which premiered at 2015 Telluride; the narrative film Six Letter Word which screened at Telluride and Cannes; The Runner-Up, a docu-series for NBC/Universal about Clay Aiken’s run for Congress; and the TV show COPS. Pfirman’s UCLA thesis film The Confession won a Student Academy Award.

SAM KARP – Editor
Sam Karp is an award-winning filmmaker and adjunct professor of film. He began his career at Ken Burns’ Florentine Films and later joined Discovery Networks as a writer, producer and editor. He attended the USC School of Cinematic Arts where he was awarded the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences Fellowship. Karp’s directorial debut, Healed: Music, Medicine and Life with MS, features Wynton Marsalis and is nationally syndicated on PBS. A Los Angeles resident, Karp consults as a producer and editor on films and video content through his company, GoFish Content.
JOHN NORTHRUP – Editor
John Northrup is a documentary editor and producer, serving as associate producer on Diana Vreeland: The Eye Has To Travel (2011), and editing and co-producing Wilson In Situ (2012), which tells the story of theatre legend Robert Wilson and his Watermill Center. More recently, he was co-producer and additional editor on feature documentaries Peggy Guggenheim: Art Addict (2015) and Love, Cecil (2017), about famed twentieth-century British photographer/designer Cecil Beaton. In addition to editing Fire Music (forthcoming) on the free jazz movement, Northrup is currently producing and editing the award-winning documentary series Art of Style with director Lisa Immordino Vreeland for M2M.

NORA TENNESSEN – Editor
Nora Tennessen is a filmmaker and editor. She has edited documentaries about horse bettors, socialites, adults who hear voices and Palo Alto teens grappling with suicidal thoughts, and​ has worked with directors​ Lisa Immordino Vreeland and Frédéric Tcheng., She has also edited narrative films, including (dir. Brooke Goldfinch) and Dear Pauline Jean (dir. Shirley Bruno). Most recently,​ she edited Kenneth Bowser's documentary​ Mauvaise Foi (forthcoming 2018), about a troubled 2004 all-female production of Waiting for Godot starring Lynn and Vanessa Redgrave, staged in a deserted Croatian island prison camp.

KATE AMEND – Consulting Editor
Kate Amend is the editor of two Academy Award-winning documentary features, Into The Arms Of Strangers and The Long Way Home, and is the recipient of the International Documentary Association’s inaugural award for outstanding achievement in editing. Amend also received the 2001 American Cinema Editors’ Eddie Award for Into The Arms Of Strangers and edited the 2001 Oscar-nominated documentary short On Tiptoe (HBO). Amend was nominated for an Emmy for The Case Against 8, a film that was an award-winner at the 2014 Sundance, SXSW, Vail and RiverRun film festivals. Recent credits include Serena: The Other Side Of Greatness for Epix, and The Keepers, a Netflix series released in May 2017. Sound Of Redemption: The Frank Morgan Story premiered at the 2014 Los Angeles Film Festival and was named “Best of Fest” at the 2015 Palm Springs International Film Festival. Birth Story: Ina May Gaskin & The Farm Midwives won the Audience Award at the 2012 Los Angeles International Film Festival.  
HART PERRY – Director of Photography 
Hart Perry has carved out three distinct reputations during his many years as a filmmaker: as a social and music documentarian and as a cameraman. In 1969 he was the youngest cameraman at the legendary Woodstock music festival and in 1977 he shot the Academy Award-winning Harlan County: USA with Barbara Kopple and in the ‘80s shot Kopple’s American Dream, which also won an Academy Award. In 1992 he teamed up with Jonathan Demme to make Haiti: Killing the Dream, a film about the rise and deposing of peoples' hero Jean-Claude Aristide. Perry has been personally acquainted with Yayoi Kusama since his childhood through his mother, who was an art collector and Kusama’s first New York art dealer. Perry shot the Kusama - Infinity interviews in New York.
HIDE ITAYA – Japan Cinematography
Hide Itaya is a Japanese cinematographer with 30 years experience whose work is widely aired in Japan on NHK, TV Asahi, TBX, Fuji TV and MBS. His credits include the documentaries A Sonata Dedicated to the Memory of My Late Mentor, Carving One’s Soul in Marble (about well-known Japanese sculptor Kan Yasuda), Sammy Nestico, as well as numerous Japanese television shows.
ALLYSON NEWMAN – Composer
Allyson Newman received her Master’s degree in composition from the Sydney Conservatorium of Music. Her first feature film, Watermark, screened at the Cannes Film Festival in 2003 after which she moved to Los Angeles to study film scoring at USC. Newman has been awarded both an Australia Council for the Arts grant and an Australian Guild of Screen Composers award for her work in film music. She scored the multi-award-winning documentary feature Limited Partnership, which premiered on PBS’s Independent Lens in 2015. Alongside composer Matt Novack, Newman wrote music for the comedy series Filthy Preppy Teen$, as well as the three-time Emmy-winning TV series Childrens Hospital. Newman also scored the Emmy-nominated new media series Her Story, and her most recent feature film, Hot to Trot, won the audience award at NewFest 2017. In July 2017 Newman participated in the prestigious BMI Conducting Workshop.

REINA HIGASHITANI – Associate Producer, Translator
Reina Higashitani is an independent filmmaker based in Los Angeles and New York. Her first documentary Shall We Sing? was nationally broadcast on PBS and won the Excellence Award at the Tokyo Video Festival. Higashitani served as a staff producer and director for media arts center DCTV in New York for ten years. Her producing and camera credits include Francis Ford Coppola's Live Cinema project Distant Vision, The Latin Explosion: A New America, Academy Award-nominated documentary short Redemption, No Contract, No Cookies, and Wartorn 1861-2010. Higashitani is currently pursuing an MFA in film directing at UCLA. She holds an MA in cinema studies from NYU.
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