[image: image1.png]gnolia

pictures





MAGNOLIA PICTURES and NORDISK FILM
Present
A MAGNOLIA PICTURES RELEASE

A HIJACKING
A film by Tobias Lindholm
99 min., 1.85, 35mm

Official Selection:

2012 Venice Film Festival

2012 Toronto International Film Festival

2012 AFI Fest

2012 Palm Springs International Film Festival

2013 New Directors / New Films

	Distributor Contact:
	Press Contact NY/Nat’l:
	Press Contact LA/Nat’l:

	Matt Cowal
	Erin Bruce 
	Marina Bailey

	Arianne Ayers
	Falco Ink
	Marina Bailey Film Publicity

	Magnolia Pictures
	850 Seventh Ave. #1005
	1615 North Laurel Avenue 

	(212) 924-6701 phone             
	New York, NY 10019
	Los Angeles, CA  90046

	publicity@magpictures.com
	(212) 445-7100 phone
	(323) 650-3627

	            
	ErinBruce@FalcoInk.com
	marina@marinabailey.com


	             
	
	 

	     
	 
	

	
	
	

	
	


SYNOPSIS
The cargo ship MV Rozen is heading for harbor when it is hijacked by Somali pirates in the Indian Ocean. Amongst the men on board are the ship’s cook Mikkel (Pilou Asbæk) and the engineer Jan (Roland Møller), who along with the rest of the seamen are taken hostage in a cynical game of life and death. With the demand for a ransom of millions of dollars a psychological drama unfolds between the CEO of the shipping company (Søren Malling) and the Somali pirates.
DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT – TOBIAS LINDHOLM
Before I was born my father was a seaman, but he never spoke to me about it. Maybe that is why the sea has always been on my mind. With the hijackings of the Danish-owned freighters DANICA WHITE and CEC FUTURE in 2007 and 2008, I became aware of a reality that I did not know existed. A reality where shipping companies are forced to negotiate directly with pirates. A reality where pirates earn millions of dollars and a reality where seamen are held hostage for months without any influence on their own fate. 

I couldn’t make a film about the truth of the hijackings in the Indian Ocean, because I don’t believe that truth exists. But I could make a film about seamen, pirates, CEOs and relatives. Because they do exist. And if A HIJACKING feels like it is about them, then I am very close to my goal.

· Tobias Lindholm, Copenhagen 2012

ABOUT THE FILMMAKER
TOBIAS LINDHOLM – Writer & Director 

Born in Denmark, 1977. Screenwriter graduate from the National Film School of Denmark, 2007.

Tobias Lindholm has written several episodes for the DR TV-series THE SUMMERS (2008) and BAFTA winner BORGEN (2009-2010) and was co-writer, together with Thomas Vinterberg, on Vinterberg’s SUBMARINO (2010) which was selected for the Berlinale competition and winner of the Nordic Council Film Prize, and THE HUNT (US release 2013), winner of Best Actor (Mads Mikkelsen), the Vulcain Prize and the Ecumenical Jury Award in Cannes 2012. The prison drama R (2010) was a writer-director collaboration between Lindholm and Michael Noer and marked their debut as feature film directors. R was selected for Rotterdam International Film Festival, won the Dragon Award for Best Nordic Film in Gothenburg in 2010 and the Danish Critic’s Bodil Award for Best Film in 2011 where Lindholm also received a special commendation for his writing on R and SUBMARINO. A HIJACKING (2012) is Lindholm’s second feature film.

ABOUT THE CAST 

Pilou Asbæk (Mikkel Hartmann) graduated from The Danish National School of Theatre in 2008 and made his debut in Niels Arden Oplev’s film WORLD’S A PART (2008). In just a few years Pilou has become one of Danish cinema’s biggest talents after his leading role in Tobias Lindholm and Michael Noer’s R (2010); Pernille Fischer Christensen’s A FAMILY (2010); and above all in two TV series: THE LEFT WING GANG (2009) and the international hit BORGEN (2010) where he played the spin doctor Kasper Juul to great acclaim. He was selected as a ‘Shooting Star’ at the 2011 Berlin Film Festival and in the same year he received a Robert and a Bodil Award for Best Male in a Leading Role in R (2010). 
Søren Malling (Peter C. Ludvigsen) graduated from Odense Theatre in 1992 and has since performed in a number of plays in theatres in Copenhagen and in various film and TV productions. His enormous artistic versatility has been seen in his wide range of work including   the comedies TAKE THE TRASH (2008), WHAT GOES AROUND (2009), WINNIE OG KARINA (2009), THE CHRISTMAS PARTY (2009), ALL FOR ONE (2011) and TV series such as THE EAGLE (2004), THE KILLING (2007), THE LEFT WING GANG (2009) and the hugely popular BORGEN (2010) where he played the chief editor, Friis. Recently he has been seen in Nikolaj Arcel’s Academy Award nominated historical drama A ROYAL AFFAIR (2012).
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