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SYNOPSIS
DANNY SAYS is a documentary on the life and times of Danny Fields. Since 1966, Danny Fields has played a pivotal role in music and culture of the late 20th century: working for the Doors, Lou Reed, Nico, Judy Collins and managing groundbreaking artists like the Stooges, the MC5 and the Ramones. DANNY SAYS follows Fields from Harvard Law dropout, to the Warhol Silver Factory, to Director of Publicity at Elektra Records, to “punk pioneer” and beyond.  Danny’s taste and opinion, once deemed defiant and radical, has turned out to have been prescient.  DANNY SAYS is a story of marginal turning mainstream, avant garde turning prophetic, as Fields looks to the next generation. 

DANNY SAYS is lead by Fields voice and is largely crafted from over 250 hours of present-day interviews and items from Danny Fields’ immense archive (thousands of photographs, audio cassettes, ephemera). 

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT 

Danny Fields’ oeuvre: the Ramones, the Stooges, the Doors, Velvet Underground, the Modern Lovers, Nico—it’s the underbelly of American rock ‘n’ roll that set the aesthetics and tone of contemporary music and culture. Puck. Zelig, Svengali. Ghost. Visionary. Danny Fields created a platform for the outsider to exist in the mainstream.

I am by no means the first to attempt a biographical document of Fields incredible life. Andy Warhol, the influential proto-punk artist who negated technical ability for beauty and concept writes in his Diaries “Danny Fields was there and I told him I want to tape his life story and he said he would let me.” (January 14th, 1987). Warhol passed a month and change later.

A rabid fan, and relative outsider to the rock ‘n’ roll grandee crowd, I befriended Danny in the early months of 2008. New York was just “a big clump of seaweed that you have to untangle,” he told me. A door I never dreamt existed was about to open. I was putting the finishing touches on my first film I NEED THAT RECORD! It was a requiem for a (then, early 2000s) vanishing record store culture. Danny became a confidant of a little indie film that could. I asked if Danny needed “help with a memoir or god forbid a documentary some day?” Coincidentally, serendipitously, upon my moving to Brooklyn, Danny took me up on my offer.

Five years of interviews, travels, archive digitization, and archive acquisition followed. Danny’s archive is now housed at the Yale Beinecke Library aside the works of Eugene O’Neill, Ezra Pound, Mark Twain, Boswell and others. I had keys to the apartment. I slept on Danny’s couch like Iggy Pop, Joey Ramone, Jann Wenner and [hundreds of] others. 

DANNY SAYS unveils Danny Fields amazing journey from Harvard Law dropout, to Warhol glitterati, to Director of Publicity at Elektra Records, to punk pioneer and beyond. DANNY SAYS is lead by Fields voice, largely crafted from over 250 hours of present-day interviews and items from Danny’s immense archive (thousands of photographs, audio cassettes, ephemera). DANNY SAYS weaves candid interviews, animation (hand-drawn, cut-out and motion graphics) archival video, photographs, performance footage, radio shows, demos and taped phone conversations spanning decades. DANNY SAYS is a truly handmade film. 

Thank you Danny Fields for giving an outsider a platform to exist in the mainstream; for opening a door I never dreamed existed as you have done for so many before and so many to come. 

We make our lack of virtuosity and technical ability an asset in search of new concepts and new forms of beauty.

xo, Brendan Toller
ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS 
DIRECTOR | WRITER | EDITOR 

Brendan Toller 

Brendan Toller is a filmmaker based in New York City and New England. Toller’s work has been covered by The New York Times, Rolling Stone, Pitchfork, Dazed & Confused Korea, and has been supported by everyone from New York State Council on the Arts to Judy Collins. At 28, DANNY SAYS is Toller’s second feature documentary with I NEED THAT RECORD! an elegy for a vanishing indie record store culture being his first (at age 21). 

PRODUCER 

Pamela Lubell 

Pamela Lubell’s career began as Harvey Weinstein’s assistant in the very busy, young offices of Miramax Films. Lubell’s ten year run at Miramax gave her access to the most talented and influential people in and around the entertainment world and also served as a catalyst to incubate and foster long lasting relationships. Within short order, Lubell was tapped by Harvey Weinstein to run the creative department where she and her team produced some of the most iconic movie posters of the 1990’s including: PULP FICTION, CLERKS, THE PIANO and more. In 2010, Lubell produced a multimedia adaptation of Haruki Murakami’s “The Wind Up Bird Chronicle”. The production was lauded at the prestigious 2011 Edinburgh Performing Arts Festival as well as the 2012 Singapore Arts Festival.

EDITOR 

Ian Markiewicz 
Ian Markiewicz is a New York based independent filmmaker. In addition to various freelance projects (such as Random House's Memorial for Norman Mailer), he has collaborated with documentary pioneer Albert Maysles as co-director and editor since 2006. Their work, including THE BEALES OF GREY GARDENS (co-director), THE ROLLING STONES: GET YER YA YA’S OUT! 40TH ANNIVERSARY (co-director), and ESPN’s 30 for 30: Muhammad and Larry (editor), has been screened in cinemas, festivals, and on television around the world. His feature documentary BETTER THAN SOMETHING: JAY REATARD, co-directed with Alexandria Hammond, held its World Premiere at the Nashville Film Festival in 2011. He is currently in production on a new film in Mexico City. Ian is a graduate of New York University's Tisch School of the Arts.

EDITOR 

Timothy Sternberg 

Timothy Sternberg is the OSCAR® and Emmy nominated co-director, co-producer and editor on DREAMING AGAINST THE WORLD. He started his career working in the editing rooms of Francis Ford Coppola's American Zoetrope Studios in San Francisco while still in high school. After moving to New York, Tim has worked in positions as diverse as sound effects recorder on Nora Ephron's SLEEPLESS IN SEATTLE and Robert Benton's THE HUMAN STAIN, re-editing the 1992 OSCAR® winning MEDITTERANEO for US release, script consultant for IFP and American Zoetrope, and music editing for Milos Forman's GOYAS GHOSTS and the OSCAR® Winning THE BLOOD OFYINGZHOU DISTRICT directed by Ruby Yang. In 2008, his directorial debut SALIM BABA was nominated for an OSCAR® for Best Short Documentary. After airing on HBO, Canal+ and EBS (Korea), it received an Emmy Nomination for Outstanding Culture Programming. He recently co-directed HBO's ELESPIRITU DE LA SALSA, which premiered at the 2010 Tribeca Film Festival. In addition to completing DREAMING AGAINST THE WORLD, he is currently developing a screenplay adaptation of Hanif Kureishi's GABRIEL'S GIFT.
ANIMATOR 

Emily Hubley

Ms. Hubley has been making animated shorts for thirty years. Her hand-drawn films explore personal memory and the turbulence of emotional life. Her narration delivers concrete stories while visual elements question and embellish the meaning of specific ideas. Among Hubley’s shorts are OCTAVE, PIGEON WITHIN, HER GRANDMOTHER’S GIFT, THE TOWER, and DELIVERY MAN. Ms. Hubley’s shorts have shown at film festivals, including Sundance and SXSW; programs of her films have been presented at The Museum of Modern Art, Tribeca Film Festival, Ocularis/Galapagos, Art Soace, and the Robert Flaherty Seminar. Ms. Hubley created the animated sequences for John Cameron Mitchell’s HEDWIG & THE ANGRY INCH, and Emily and Sarah Kunstler’s DISTURBING THE UNIVERSE: RADICAL LAWYER WILLIAM KUNTSLER. A daughter of pioneer animators Faith and John Hubley, Emily worked on Faith Hubley’s films at The Hubley Studio, Inc. from 1977 to 2001. She lives in South Orange, NJ.

ANIMATOR/MOTION GRAPHICS 

Johnny Woods 

Johnny Woods is a Los Angeles, CA based animator and director. His work has been premiered/featured on websites like Pitchfork, MocaTV, Vice, Liquid Television, XLR8R, Stereogum, NME, The Fader, Brookyln Vegan and more. He has performed or shown videos at the Sydney Opera House, MoMA, LACMA, The Museum of Sex, and Coachella. Woods contributes to DANNY SAYS, amidst new projects with Skrillex. 

ANIMATOR

Matt Newman-Long 

Matthew Newman-Long has been making films and videos for the past twelve years. His work has been screened extensively in the United States as well as internationally.  He has taught film and video production for the past six years at numerous institutes (Hampshire College, Emerson College).  His work varies from diaristic SUPER8, to cut out collage animation, to fractured narratives, but all live within the experimental/personal realm. His latest filmic contribution can be seen in the form of cut-out animations in WONDER WOMEN! THE UNTOLD STORY OF AMERICAN SUPERHEROINES. He is a father of two children, one that watches over him and one that he watches over.

ILLUSTRATOR 

Sage Schmett 

Sage Schmett is a Boston based artist with a Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree from The Massachusetts College of Art and Design. Sage transforms everyday materials to create detailed and imaginative sculptures. She works in a variety of mediums, but has a particular appreciation for cardboard and glue. With her major in fiber arts, she has learned many traditional techniques such as papermaking, weaving, sewing and felting. Her work combines a high level of craft with unlikely materials. Schmett has been tapped for DANNY SAYS for her original, detail-oriented illustration style. This is Schmett’s first feature film.

COMPOSER 

Henri Scars Struck 

Mr. Struck is GRAMMY award-winning French music composer living in New York. For over 25 years, Struck has written, conducted and recorded music for films, dance, fashion and installation. Influenced by mentor, Malcolm McLaren, Struck’s work is characterized by an unusual versatility of musical styles, spanning classical to hip-hop. He has collaborated with artists such as Yves Saint Laurent, Charles Aznavour, Barry White, Madonna, The Police, KRS One, De La Soul, Alicia Keys and No Doubt.

ARCHIVAL RESEARCHER

Rosemary Rotondi 

Ms. Rotondi is an archival film, photo, network news, headlines & articles researcher with twenty-five plus years of experience. Ms. Rotondi believes at the heart of any successful documentary is solid research. Rosemary works with local, nationwide and international archives. Her wide range of experience includes working for HBO’s documentary BAND OF BROTHERS: WE STAND ALONE TOGETHER (2001) to the Academy Award-nominated documentary REGRET TO INFORM (1999), the documentaries MAKING THE BOYS (2011), BETTIE PAGE REVEALS ALL (2011), INSIDE JOB (2010) and THE END OF AMERICA (2008) among others. 
On February 27, 2011, INSIDE JOB by Charles Ferguson was awarded an Academy Award for "Best Documentary Feature." In 2013 she served as the researcher on OUR NIXON and TEENAGE.
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Music
"I Got A Right"

Iggy & The Stooges

BMG Bumblebee (BMI)

Courtesy of Virgin Records

"Begin the Beguine"

Performed by Artie Shaw

Written by Cole Porter

Warner Bros Inc (ASCAP)

Courtesy of Sony Records

"Boys in the Backroom"

Marlene Dietrich

Friedrich, Hollaender, Frank Loesser

Universal Music Corp (ASCAP)

"Blitzkrieg Bop"

Yo La Tengo

Blue Disque Music co. (ASCAP)

Warner Chappel

Courtesy of Matador Records

"Little Sister"

Nico

Written by John Cale & Lou Reed

1967-(Polygram) Universal

"All Tomorrow's Parties"

The Velvet Underground

Written by Lou Reed

1967-(Polydor) Universal

"Boys"

The Shirelles

Written by Luther Dixon & Wes Farrell

EMI Longitude Music (BMI)

Courtesy of Sony ATV

"Break On Through"

The Doors

Doors Music Co.

Wixen Music Publishing

Courtesy of Rhino Records

"Get Together"

The Youngbloods

Written by William Powers

Irving Music (BMI)

Courtesy of Edsel Records

"I Like Marijuana"

David Peel & The Lower East Side

Arvee Music (BMI)

Warner Tamerlane (BMI)

Courtesy of Rhino Records

"Ramblin’ Rose"

Mc5

Written by Fred Birch & MarJohn Wilkin

Courtesy of Rhino Records
"I Wanna Be Your Dog:

The Stooges

Warner Tamerlane (BMI)

Stooge Staffel (BMI) & BMG Bumblebee (BMI)

Courtesy of Rhino Records

"Come Together"

MC5

Written by the MC5

Courtesy of Rhino Records

"Kick Out The Jams"

MC5

Written by the MC5

Courtesy of Rhino Records

"Asthma Attack"

The Stooges

Stooge Staffel (BMI)

Bumblebee BMG (BMI)

Courtesy of Rhino Records

"Real Cool Time"

The Stooges

Warner Tamerlane (BMI)

Stooge Staffel (BMI) & BMG Bumblebee (BMI)

Courtesy of Rhino Records

"Loose"

The Stooges

Warner Tamerlane (BMI)

Stooge Staffel (BMI) & BMG Bumblebee (BMI)

Courtesy of Rhino Records

"Evening of Light"

Nico

Courtesy of Rhino Records

"Roadrunner"

Modern Lovers

Written by Jonathan Richman

Modern Lovers Songs (ASCAP)

Rockn' Leprechaun Music (ASCAP)

WIxen Music Publishing

Courtesy of Rhino Records

"Be My Lover"

Alice Cooper

Written by Michael Bruce

Courtesy of Rhino Records

"Piss Factory"

The Patti Smith Group

Written by Patti Smith & Richard Sohl

Druse Music (ASCAP)

Courtesy of Sony ATV

"I Don't Wanna Go Down to the Basement"

The Ramones

Written by the Ramones

Blue Disque Music co. Mutated Songs

Taco Tunes (ASCAP)

Courtesy of Rhino Records

"Blitzkrieg Bop"

The Ramones

Written by the Ramones

Blue Disque Music co. Mutated Songs

Taco Tunes (ASCAP)

Courtesy of Rhino Records

"Listen to My Heart"

The Ramones

Written by the Ramones

Blue Disque Music co. Mutated Songs

Taco Tunes (ASCAP)

Courtesy of Rhino Records

"God Save The Queen"

Written & performed By the sex pistols

Three Shadows Music (ASCAP)

WB Music Corp (ASCAP)

Universal Careers

Courtesy of Universal

"Danny Says"

The Ramones

Written by the Ramones

Blue Disque Music co. Mutated Songs

Taco Tunes (ASCAP)

Courtesy of Rhino Records
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